STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.


 Home institution_____Middlebury College______________________________ Class ______2009


Major(s)_________________________History, German_________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
Germany







Host University  Free University



City

Berlin



US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From Summer Semester
To Winter Semester
 Year 

2007-2008






Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

There are a number of differences between the education systems at Middlebury and the Free University in Berlin.  As a much larger public university, the Free University has a number of libraries, each with its own policies regarding book loans, opening and closing hours.  Coordinating research between the various libraries became quite a challenge, and strengthened my self-reliance and independence.  Middlebury students seem now extremely privileged to have such wonderful facilities like the library, whose large support staff, generous open hours and book-loan policy all are conducive to quick and effective research.  I also learned that a liberal-arts approach is only one approach to an undergraduate education.  Most German students specialized in one area and had rarely taken courses outside their major.   They were well-informed in this subject but generally limited as their studies did not extend into other fields or interdisciplinary areas.  I became to appreciate the opportunity Middlebury has given me to study in a liberal-arts environment, where pre-modern Japanese history is fair game although you are a German major, etc.  The freedom and breadth of this style especially encourages ingenuity in academics, which I saw less of while abroad.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Study abroad provided uncountable small opportunities for cross-cultural comparisons.  In my experience, these were primarily social differences, which are difficult to analyze at an academic level.  Smiling at a stranger in the street, making new friends, and encountering the general frankness of the German people are some examples of the myriad ways in which I understood my host culture.  Americans in contrast seem particularly superficial and indirect when it comes to social mores.  Although we do this out of a desire to seem friendly and happy to others, often our feelings and our behavior and speech do not match.  This comes across to many Germans as disingenuous.  I had opportunity to compare differences in the educational systems as well.  Selections for college preparatory schools in Germany begins early, while everyone initially has an equal chance for a college education in Germany, they are quickly sorted to ability.  This results occasionally in an almost elitist mentality among those who studied at college preparatory schools, since they have been on this college track for so long.  Education  through master’s studies is a right, not a privilege.  In American universities, which lack the socialist tax support of the German universities, money is the ultimate factor, which is both liberating and scary:  anyone in the U.S. can technically attend a university.  However, wealthy students can attend good schools although their grades are substandard; students from low-income backgrounds may never have the chance.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I have grown consciously and unconsciously while in Germany.  The program in Berlin encourages self-sufficiency to a high-degree.  I grew more independent, more assertive and frank in conversation, and more reassured.  It was a preview of life after Middlebury for me; I know that later I can also be successful.  I grew up in a divorced family, and I think my willingness to experience new cultures and my adaptability while abroad both contributed to my experience.  My sensitivity to the difficulties of cross-cultural programs also gave me empathy towards the Germans:  I realized when going through culture shock that I was simply tired and homesick, instead of concluding that Germans were a particularly cold and unfriendly people.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Study abroad confirmed my love for traveling and encountering new cultures.  I would like my career to have an international component, whether as a history professor working on German ethnology in the American West or a Foreign Service Officer representing the State Department abroad.  While abroad, I was able to clarify some specific career tracks that I would enjoy, and begin to prepare for choosing between those careers.  I have tried to draw some lessons from German social custom as well by becoming a respectful, yet honest and frank person.  Speaking my mind was never easy for me, but after my year abroad it has become easier.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

Regular attendance and discussion in classes at the Free University, however, our assignments (12 page papers for all classes) differed from those of the Germans, and they had different due dates.  Germans generally work on their final papers after the semester.  Because of Middebury’s deadlines, those studying abroad cannot afford to manage time similarly, since they must had in assignments at the end of the semester.

b)  housing:

I lived in an international dormitory for the first two months of the program, which was both inconvenient and damaging to the language immersion experience.  Moving into an apartment at the beginning of December was the best decision for language and social integration; German students in Berlin generally live in these apartments and it is a must for social contact and experiencing the city.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Jogging, tutoring, traveling, relaxing in cafes and beer gardens.  One of my greatest mistakes was never involving myself in a German activity or club while abroad.  It is difficult, yet critical to making German friends, especially in Berlin.
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?



German





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I significantly improved all areas of my German competency.  The everyday contact with the language enabled me to overcome former difficulties and begin working on more detailed problem-areas of the language and expand my vocabulary.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The German program in Berlin is for independent students, and this is well advertised beforehand.   Orientation was pick-up at the airport, a meal and a bus ride.  Support came in the form of bi-weekly meetings with the Director and weekly meetings (during the semester) with our tutors.  Other than this basic infrastructure, one is on his own in Berlin.  I did receive poor advice on housing when told to move into a dorm for the first couple months.  Though the experience varies, I encourage the program to strongly recommend to future students to find apartments with other Germans while in the US.  I understand that the tutors in Berlin are working on a website to better inform prospective students, which might alleviate some of the difficulties we experienced while adjusting to life in Berlin. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Heike Fahrenberg was sympathetic and supportive.  She listens well.  There were occasionally communication problems, since she lived several hours away.  When there was an emergency, however, she or one of the tutors was instantly reachable. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Students studying in Berlin must understand that they are balancing the experience of living in a large, international city with myriad cultural opportunities against that of language immersion.  Most Berliners speak English quickly and gladly, which becomes difficult for anyone trying to learn German.  I found making German friends also difficult, since cultural differences across friendships are compounded by living in a large city, where it can become hard to meet with friends casually or regularly.  I also recommend Berlin only for those interested in devoting a full year to study abroad.  The challenges just mentioned are only greater in a short time.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Absolutely study abroad.  For specifics about the School in Germany in Berlin, see above.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Yes, but not against myself.  Berliners are very aware of the large Turkish communities living the city; there are a number of stereotypes and racist issues concerning this strong minority group.  I would advise future students to be conscious of this and to approach other Germans in conversation about it.  
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
The Free University offers a number of courses designed for international (mostly other European) students.  Our Director advised us not to take these courses, as they are oversimplified and therefore not representative of normal German courses.  
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:  Dealing with the Fascist and National Socialist past in Europe.
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Master’s level seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 12 page research paper, oral report

	Describe course content:  The course was a comparative history focused on all lands occupied or affected by the Fascist or National Socialist regimes before and during WWII.  It sought, on a country to country basis, to examine what happened during the time of the regimes, the after-war trials (if any took place) and penalties for war criminals and how this time was remembered from familial, local and national perspectives.
Evaluate course:  Professor was careful to repeat information at the beginning of every course and an excellent moderator.  He was also helpful and encouraging to international students.  Oral reports by students filled the bulk of class time.


	2) Course title: Richard Wagner and the (musical) Theater
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):  Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Oral Report, 12 page research paper

	Describe course content:  The course surveyed the musical works of Richard Wagner with selections from his writing and secondary sources.  It emphasized the theoretical and practical advances in theater represented by Wagner’s oeuvre.  .
Evaluate course:  Prof. Clemens Risi had a particularly warm and welcoming style.  He stands out among other lecturers at the Free University in his ability to stimulate discussion, and his gregariousness.  Students presented oral reports during almost every class period, but Risi was careful to fill in gaps and direct discussion.


	3) Course title: Culture and Society in the Holy Roman Empire
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Lecture
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 12 page paper.

	Describe course content:

The course was a survey of cultural history within the boundaries of the Empire from the 1650s to the end of the 18th Century.  
Evaluate course:

The content was somewhat dry, and lectures without participation can quickly grow boring.  Professor Etienne Francois, however, gave each lecture with warmth and humor.  As a non-native speaker, he was especially understanding of the situation of international students and very flexible regarding the paper assignment. 


	4) Course title: Faust
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Oral Report, 12 page paper

	Describe course content:

Reading, discussion and oral reports of Goethe’s Faust, Parts I and II.  
Evaluate course:

I do not recommend this course, at least not with Professor Mainberger.  She was understanding and patient regarding the oral report and 12 page paper, but her frosty and confrontational style often turned discussions into long ordeals.  There were many long silences; she seemed unable to lead discussion.  


	5) Course title: The Enlightenment
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Oral Report, 12 page paper

	Describe course content:

This course was an intellectual and philosophical history and meant as an introduction to the Enlightenment.  Different areas of changing thought and reform were highlighted during each session through a selection of primary and secondary texts.
Evaluate course:

Likely my favorite course while abroad.  I highly recommend Dr. Andreas Baehr for any courses in history.  Though somewhat quite, he leads discussion ably and warmly with provoking questions and responds well to students.  He was generous and understanding  regarding the provisions of my paper.  Many of the courses themes –such as the myth of man’s progress- called my own beliefs into question, which represents to me the highest standard for a course.


	6) Course title: From Naturalism to Expressionism 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Lecture
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Exam

	Describe course content:

The course was a survey of German literature from the Naturalist to the Expressionist movements.
Evaluate course:  Lectures were occasionally long and boring.  Prof. Sprengel acquitted himself through occasional multimedia presentations, dramatically read sections from the literature and the shear breadth of his knowledge.  He was also willing to make special provisions for the Middlebury Program, and proved flexible in our few talks.


	Hugo von Hofmannsthal: Short Stories
Seminar

12 page paper


	This course focused solely on Hofmannsthal’s short stories, which were expected to be read with many secondary sources.
This course was a rough introduction to literary theory.  I was unused to the German style of studying literature, so it took some adjusting before I could combine lit. criticism with my own reading.  The paper was especially difficult for me because of this.  The professor, Rolf Peter-Janz, has a gruff teaching style.  He reprimanded me the first day for producing a water bottle, but I remained in the course and began to enjoy the discussions, which he leads fairly well.

	Prussia:  the Ambivalent State
Seminar

12 page paper
	We examined the many controversial aspects of Prussian history as it relates to Germany, especially its tendency to reappear as a symbol during times of national commemoration and memory.  Readings were mainly secondary sources and contrasted with each other.
The course content was interesting, but Dr. Spenkuch was inept at leading discussion.  To his credit, he made many accommodations for the international students in the course, although this occasionally seemed patronizing.  He also work hard to discuss paper topics with us, and provided prompt feedback.  


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Satisfactory.  Very good about reminding me to submit forms on time.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I did.  I found the information generally useful.  It should be strongly recommended to anyone studying in Berlin to find an apartment before traveling abroad, or in the first weeks there.  The student dormitories were unsatisfactory.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




