STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_______Middlebury College__________ Class _2009_
Major(s)  German, with minors in French and Political Science





    
Country in which you studied  Germany








Host University  Johannes Gutenberg

City  Mainz




US sponsor (if different from host university)  Middlebury Starr Schools Abroad

Period of study abroad:  From  October  To  February   Year 
2007-2008








Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

There’s less engagement between students and teachers here, which results in many students not taking the lectures seriously; this often made it difficult to concentrate in class or understand what was being said.  I had to really focus on the reading assignments and on what my classmates were saying in order to follow what was going on in my classes, which really helped my language skills.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

German culture and American culture aren’t that different, really.  I did learn that people who at first seemed cold and removed were just following cultural norms, and weren’t really avoiding talking to me.  
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad has made me academically and personally much more independent and comfortable problem-solving.  It has also made me more open to getting to know new people.  The quality that helped me most while I was in Germany has been my perseverance and the high standards to which I hold myself.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I’d considered previously either living abroad teaching English, or working in Foreign Service.  While I’ve enjoyed my language learning and my time spent here, I’ve realized I could never live abroad permanently.  I would still like to work toward an advanced degree in German, but likely with the goal of either translating or teaching within the US.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

My classes (Literary death scenes, Intro to descriptive linguistics, Intro to historical linguistics, and Language history) were probably the best part of my abroad experience; the professors and the other students were very helpful with me, and the material presented was interesting and useful.  

b)  housing:

I lived in a dorm, and hated it.  Despite my efforts to get to know people, I spoke only once or twice with the majority of my hallmates.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Collegium musicum choir, rock climbing.  These were fun activities, but I felt like they were about the same as they would’ve been in the States, and I didn’t get to know the other participants at all outside the activity.
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

none.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
German




What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

All of my language skills improved dramatically, especially writing and speaking.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The orientation period before we were registered was too long, especially since in that time we didn’t have any of the benefits of being students (bus passes, internet access, etc).  Orientation activities and materials were helpful, though.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Heike was by far the best thing about this program.  She was accessible, friendly, and incredibly helpful, and often went far beyond the expectations of her job (for example, having the Middlebury group over for thanksgiving dinner).
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

since Middlebury’s program is so well-established here, the professors are really willing to work with you as a Midd student.  Also, it makes things like transfer of credits really easy.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

If study abroad is something you’re really invested in, do it; if it’s not, don’t, because it’s not just a fun experience.  Everything you do is a lot more work, from grocery shopping to making friends to dealing with your work.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No problems.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The only department I took classes in was German, but it was very strong.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:  Literary death scenes
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Oral presentation, final paper

	Describe course content:  different works and excerpts from works about death were read and discussed and compared every week.
Evaluate course:  Varied greatly from week to week- if the other students had done and enjoyed the reading, we had great discussions, if not, then it was really a waste of time.  Professor Poppe was friendly but not entirely sure how to work with me as a foreign student.


	2) Course title:  Introduction to Descriptive Linguistics
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final exam

	Describe course content:  Required introductory overview to German grammar and linguistics.
Evaluate course:  Because it’s a required intro course, this class was over-full with students who weren’t particularly engaged in the course material, which was frustrating.  The material covered was interesting, and Ms. Turgay did a good job explaining the important concepts.


	3) Course title:  Introduction to Historical Linguistics
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):  Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final exam
	Describe course content:  Required introduction covering the history of German from Indo-Germanic to present
Evaluate course:  Unfortunately it was kind of inconsistent due to the professor’s illness, but material was covered well at a basic level, and the course reader was particularly helpful.


	4) Course title:  Language History I
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):  Upper Level
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final paper
	Describe course content:  Part I of a 2-semester course giving a more in-depth look at the development of German in the context of other Indo-European languages.
Evaluate course:  Professor Szczepaniak is BRILLIANT, my only problem was that the course assumed knowledge from the introductory level historical linguistics course, which I was taking at the same time.  This class covered a lot of ground, but was incredibly interesting.



Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Generally unhelpful and slightly hostile.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I attended them.  I appreciated having program alumni present, as our OCS representative seemed to know very little about the school that wasn’t in the publication.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




