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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name_____________________________ Home institution__Middlebury College_____________ Class 2002__
Major(s)_________Physics_________________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied     Italy (Florence)



Host University   C.V. Starr  School Abroad 

City  Florence


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From 01/2001
To  05/2001
 Year 

2001

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

At the time of my study, Middlebury students who were in Florence for only a semester took course only at the Middlebury school and not at the local Italian University.  For this reason I felt that the educational system that I was exposed to was fairly similar to that which I was accustomed in the United States.  I found that the academic work was less rigorous than at Middlebury (in Vermont) but the extra time was valuable in that it permitted me to explore the country and culture more.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I feel like my understanding of Italians and their culture is fairly developed.  While it is a developed Western country,   I felt that it differed form the U.S. in many important ways.  More importantly, as you allude, the experience served more as an alternative viewpoint on my own culture.  It was extremely valuable to gain insight, however biased, from another viewpoint.  I find myself much better suited to be critical of American culture now that I have had the opportunity to appraise it from without.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I think that the study abroad experience is invaluable in terms of its contribution to my personal growth.  So much so that I am unable to pinpoint exactly what aspects of my present self were developed in the abroad environment.  Again the opportunity to reflect on my own culture and outlook in respect to that of another people’s defies 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

As a physicist, my abroad experience was not directly applicable to my career.  Academically, it was a goal itself.  My greatest reason for studying Italian was to develop it to the level such that I could study abroad in Italy while taking course in Italian.  My experience there has served to broaden my horizons in that I am open to the idea of applying to physics positions that are international in nature.  I think that my experience enables me to more aptly participate in the multinational efforts that are now ubiquitous in Physics.  Personally, this experience has infected me with a desire to live abroad.  I am certain that I will live abroad for an extended period of time in the future.  Also,  it is a personal goal of mine to acquire another foreign language,  for I see it as the best vehicle for learning another culture.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

My classes helped with integration to the extent that they provided me with a cultural context.  Since there were no Italians in my classes they did not provide any specific avenues of integration.


b)  housing:

I lived with two Middlebury Students in an apartment.  First I must say the apartment was incredible and I will never live in such a place again.  However, in hindsight I wish I had lived with a host family.  I had much difficulty developing any relationships with Italians during my stay.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Cooking classes, traveling.

I took cooking classes from an Italian lady.  Not only was this fun, but it gave me a window into Italian life.  I feel as though this helped in my integration into Italian culture.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

None

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


Italian






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made great progress while Italy.  Particularly given the fact that I was a below-average language student before leaving.  However, do to my limited relationships with Italians, I feel as though my speaking and aural comprehension lagged behind my reading and writing.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes they did.  I only wish that I had been encourage to live with Italians.  In fact I was kind of encouraged not to.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes.  I do not know how to be more specific, but it did seem as though they were generally concerned about our well-being.  One helped me greatly when I hurt my back.  And they generally helped keep me from making any enormous mistakes resulting in my deportation.  (just kidding…maybe)

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? x Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

As you will read later, the coursework was very engaging.  However, there is a danger that an American student can become trapped in circle of American associations.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

LIVE WITH A HOST FAMILY

Take a cooking class.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Not really.  There was some evident distaste for American culture, but no more than is found at Middlebury.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I think that the main strength of the Middlebury Program was its broad coverage of material that was relevant to our experience in Florence.  In this way much of the content supplemented my main experience of exploration quite nicely.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

16th Century Italian Art

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exams


	Describe course content:

We were exposed to much of the art in and around the 16th century.  We learned to critique the art and understand it more deeply.

Evaluate course:
I think that my time in Florence would have been considerably less valuable without this course.  For a physics major, this course provided me with the tools necessary to really enjoy the wealth of artistic works in an Florence, as well as Italy as a whole.  I still apply much of technique that we learned in that class.  I feel fortunate to have been able to visit local galleries with a knowledgeable professor.



	2) Course title:

Florence History 13th-16th

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers & Exams


	Describe course content:

Lectures on Florentine History, discussions, and relevant field trips.

Evaluate course:
This was by far my favorite course while abroad, and one of my favorites ever at Middlebury.  The professor, whose name I shamefully cannot recall, was outstanding.  He was always well prepared and qualified to answer all questions.  He was patient with my shortcomings in Italian, and consequently I feel that I participated in his class more than the others.  He took us on numerous field trips throughout the city.  This relevancy made the course material particularly interesting.  I still recall much of what he taught me in that course.  This course made living in a historical city such as Florence all the more enriching.



	3) Course title:

Early Italian Literature to 16th Century

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers
	Describe course content:

This was similar to a Middlebury literature course.  We read outside of class, discussed the readings during class time, and were evaluated with papers on the literature.

Evaluate course:

This course was pretty good.  The readings were highly relevant to our geographic location in the heart of medieval Italy.  Yet I sometimes struggled with readings that were in the Italian equivalent of “Olde English”.



	uivalen
	Describe course content:

This was a pretty standard class aimed at continuing to develop our language skills during our time of study. We solidified our grammar while focusing on written Italian.

Evaluate course:

This course was particularly helpful for me as my language skills lagged behind those of my peers.  I felt this course enabled me to make large strides in Italian.



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

They have always been helpful.  I have no specific comments however. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

No, nor do I think one would have been necessary.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




