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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name__________ Home institution: Middlebury College____________ Class _2006
Major(s)____English and Italian ____________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied   Italy 



Host University    University of Ferrara

City  Ferrara, Italy


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From January 2005
To   July 2005
 Year 
2005

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

It took awhile to understand how to register for classes and how the university actually functions, in fact, I’m not sure I fully understand it even know.  It was even more complicated when we actually started classes because nothing seemed official, all updates were written on a white board outside the main office of the university.   I benefited from this experience because there was not always someone who’s job it was to help us, or turn us in the right direction, so we ended up searching the university by ourselves trying to find the answer to our questions.  This was helpful because we were required to be much more independent, not to mention that asking countless numbers of people a countless number of questions really helped my skills in Italian. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Study abroad really helped me understand Italian culture, which confirmed a lot of the stereotypes you hear about Italy. I also learned a lot more about these stereotypes and was able to make sense of them.  For instance, they aren’t lazy or don’t work hard, they just have a different set of values that holds family a religion higher than we do in America.  They also move more slowly in Italy for a number of reasons, but I was able to slow down myself and really enjoy the fact that my 10am class did not start right at 10am, but more at 10:30 and the teachers, since they did have any need to rush to another class or meeting were very willing to talk to us and answer our questions.  This experience made me realize just how important punctuality is to Americans and how quickly we move through the day.  My opinions of the two cultures fluctuated throughout my stay, there were times when I enjoyed the more relaxed atmosphere, but there were also times when I longed for the timeliness and organization of American businesses and schools. 

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Before I went abroad, I would have called myself independent because I was always able to seek the help I needed, or accomplish things on my own, but I my independence reached an entirely new level in Ferrara.  There isn’t a Middlebury office in Ferrara, or really anyone we can go to for an immediate answer on anything.  I had to find an apartment by myself, without any help from anyone, as well as choose and register for my classes. Thus, after my arrival in Italy, I quickly became very independent, which was incredibly helpful.  I also became more confident since I had to do so many things myself.  This was especially useful when a store clerk, waiter, or trenitalia employee would try to take advantage of the fact that I was American and try to overcharge me or take advantage of my assumed ignorance. I was usually able to stand up to them.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Being in Italy really helped me make a decision for what I’m going to do after college.  I’ve always had three ideas: Law, business or culinary school.  In Italy, I became obsessed with every menu, store, or market I ever went to.  I loved every dish I tried.  I was actually bug-eyed at the markets looking at the things they were offering (olive oil straight from the orchard.) I also purchased about 4 cookbooks.  After I had been there for about 3 months, how much I loved food really hit me, and that’s when I decided that I wouldn’t happy doing anything else. I mean everyone loves food, but there was something about my love for it that was different, and being in Italy helped me realize it.  

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Integrating with the students at the university was not only easy, but it was necessary.  It was next to impossible to take notes in class and understand what the teacher was saying at the same time, so we had to ask the other students for their notes so we could make photo copies.  The other students also answered a lot of our questions about the class, the exam, the lectures, etc. They oftentimes noticed our confusion and clarified things for us without us having asked. 


b)  housing:

I had to find an apartment by myself, so I had to talk on the phone and in person with a large number of Italian students. When I finally found an apartment, it was with three other Italian students.  So integrating them was fairly easy.  I was never able to become their friend outside of the house because they already had their own friends (each one had a separate group of friends, so they weren’t even really friends outside the house either,) but we hung out pretty much every night while we ate dinner and shared highlights (exam grades etc.) whenever they were relevant.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

It was really difficult to get involved in extra-curricular activities because they aren’t affiliated with the university. Also, the ones I did find were with the Circolo Sportivo (a rowing team) but you need a doctors note, from an Italian doctor, in order to participate, which I didn’t have, and couldn’t manage to get.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

na

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Italian







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I really made incredible strides in my abilities to read, understand and speak Italian. I had a lot of free time so I read a lot of books (mostly children’s books like harry potter) and I watched a few things on TV that I watched pretty frequently, which was really helpful as far as comprehension.  Being in classes with all Italians was also really helpful because we had to speak Italian and be able to express ourselves clearly everyday. 

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Middlebury provided me with enough information before departing for Italy, but orientation was a little short. We didn’t have enough time to realize what our questions were before Rosa Cuda returned to Florence. I was also left completely on my own to find an apartment. The only help I got was a call about two months after I arrived confirming that I had, in fact, found an apartment. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

We didn’t really have resident director. Rosa Cuda came to Ferrara every so often when she needed to give us forms or something, but that was about it.  We were pretty much on our own, which really helped us adapt and become more independent but it was also really frustrating, especially when we had to choose classes and register for them and we had no idea what were doing. 

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? x Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I loved Ferrara. It was a small city, but definitely not too small.  Some things were frustrating, but overall it was an amazing experience.  Being able to have that much freedom and independence is really helpful when learning a language and adapting to another culture. Had there been more Americans, or if I had been living with Americans I definitely wouldn’t have adapted as much as I did.  Being at the University of Ferrara was also an amazing experience because we got to experience the Italian university system first hand.  While school was frustrating at times, it did not hinder the rest of the experience.  I had ample time to travel, despite being in school, and was able to handle the work load really well.  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would suggest finding housing before you arrive. I know it sounds kind of trite, but as great an experience as finding my own apartment was, it was really scary for awhile when I was convinced I wouldn’t find one. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

There was almost no discrimination.  The reactions we received were either intense interest in America and us as Americans, or people thinking we were ignorant and didn’t speak the language.  I also ran into some problems with the male sex because I was blond, but nothing to bad, just some unwanted attention. I would usually just tell them I was German to avoid the interest that and American girl might bring them, and they would leave me alone. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The academic situation in Ferrara is what it is.  It doesn’t do anything particularly well, or particularly poorly. The professors may grade you on your actual knowledge of the topics covered in class, or the fact that you’re American and they’re glad that you took their class. 

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Modern Literature

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): oral exam

	Describe course content:

The course was taught by Capodarca. It was reading from some sort of modern lit text book which was not particularly enjoyable.  No reading was assigned so we had to guess from the content of the lectures which sections were going to be on the exam. 

Evaluate course:

I didn’t really like this course, or the professor. She was particularly critical of our ability to speak Italian during the exam. When I received my grade I was told that it was because I didn’t speak Italian very well, but I did know the material. The fact that didn’t speak well had more to do with my grade than my knowledge of the subject. 


	2) Course title: Museology 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):oral exam

	Describe course content:

We studied the history of museums, which was actually really interesting, despite the semi-boring lectures.  We were given a copy of the professors notes on a CD and that was the text that we had to study for the exam. It was a lot to get through, but it was interesting. 

Evaluate course: I really liked this course; the professor was really nice and helpful. 


	3) Course title: Storia Sociale

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):oral exam

	Describe course content:This class was confusing. This last semester (spring 2005) was the first time they offered the course, so there were a lot kinks in it.  Class didn’t meet very frequently, and it took us awhile to actually figure out what the class was about. After we did, it was really interesting.

Evaluate course: The confusion this class caused wasn’t really worth it.  The professor graded us along the same lines as the Italians, which is fair.  Studying for the exam was a bit difficult because had trouble sifting through the material (a book, and a stack of photocopies she gave us when we went to see her.) 



	4) Course title: Geographia regionale

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral exam
	Describe course content:

This class was about the geography of the world, while also focusing on Italy and Emilia Romagna. We learned a lot of basic geographic terms and a lot about Italy in general. We also go to learn about the geography of the united states from a different view. The professor also asked us to do a presentation about geography in America because it would be interesting to the other students, which I think it was. 

Evaluate course: I really liked this class. Professor Cipriani was really nice and really interested in our American backgrounds so we were able to create a relationship with her. 



	5) Course title: In Lingua grammar course

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): homeworks, paper, oral presentation, a quiz

	Describe course content:This course was basically an introduction to italy where we reviewed grammar points as well as Italian customs.  The teacher was very helpful in answering our grammatical, vocabulary and social questions about Italian and italy. 

Evaluate course: I liked this course, it was a nice way to begin our time in Italy. Although, I don’t feel as though we were fairly evaluated. We all participated (there were 5 of us) and did the homework and took a test, but the means by which we received our grade was never made clear. I’m still not sure if it was based on our papers and quiz and presentation or the teachers view on us and our ability to speak Italian.  I didn’t receive a stellar grade, and I still don’t really understand why.  We also didn’t receive our grades until we had already returned to America so I was not permitted to really make sense of it. 



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I didn’t have much interaction with the office of off campus study. They were fairly helpful when I had a question about my grade. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did attend this meeting. It was helpful in that it really quelled a lot of my fears. Speaking with the students who had been to Ferrara was a lot more helpful than the handouts or the activities. This meeting should really be a question answer session with the students who went there. 

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




