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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name________________ Home institution________Middlebury College__________________ Class ___2006___
Major(s)______Religion____________________________________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied
Italy


Host University                      C.V Starr School
City
Florence

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From                 September          To
    December            Year 

2004

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)
The academic environment and the structure of the classes was not wholly different.  As the program was run by Middlebury yet taught by native Italians, the educational style was an amalgamation of the two, and the courses fell somewhere between the highly interactive, discussion-oriented style of many Middlebury courses and the more one-sided lecture-oriented style of traditional European higher education.  I think the greatest benefit for me was being exposed to a different educational mindset – professors were far more candid with regards to their opinions of you work, for example, and were at times quick to tell you that someone else’s was better.  While this sort of negative reinforcement may sound harsh, it was actually somewhat refreshing.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

My experience, in terms of how accepting and appreciative I was of Italian culture, followed what is probably a fairly predictable and common curve: at first I was overwhelmed and excited by everything, then frustrated by what I perceived of as Italians’ inabilities to wait in line, arrive on time, and generally be diligent with regards to similar minutiae we Americans take for granted, then finally again appreciative of many aspects of Italian culture.  My study abroad experience profoundly influenced my perception of my own culture; it showed me that other cultures exist, a fact that I of course understood intellectually but not experientially.  It gave me another perspective, albeit one not so tremendously different from my own, with which to compare my own culture and society.  It allowed me to see that some things I had taken for granted as being immutable aspects of reality, in actuality do not exist independent of culture and worldview.  Unfortunately, I can’t/don’t have the time to think of a good concrete example of this at the moment.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad contributed immensely to my personal growth; more so any other semester I spent at Middlebury.  I’m not likely to be able to articulate this personal growth very well without writing several thousand words, but in brief, it was good to get away from familiar environments; it allowed my mind to see (analogous to my experience with Italian culture/American culture above) that many of the perceptions and judgments I took for granted as being true were in fact very limited and useless.  I think the most useful personal quality I cultivated in Italy was open-mindedness.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

This is a tough question.  At the moment, I can’t point to any real aspect of my thought and say that a particular experience in Italy changed it; I only know that experiences in Italy absolutely did.  I don’t really have any solid academic, career or personal goals of which I’m aware.  I don’t think I’ve ever really held many conscious long term goals – only very broad ones.  I’d like to find great happiness and share it with others, for one, and I think my experiences in Italy really helped me move towards that happiness.  

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I’m not really sure how helpful my classes were in terms of integration – we did learn a bit about Italian culture, but it inevitably felt like a very superficial survey of said culture, and as such I wasn’t terribly receptive to it – probably to my detriment.  


b)  housing:

Ahh housing… my housing situation was certainly not the best fit for me at the time.  My signora had a very heavy tuscan accent, and I think if I had to use one word to describe my interactions with my host family, it would be awkward.  I was more of a boarder than anything.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

None

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

None

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Italian







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?
Unfortunately I didn’t make a great amount of progress in any of these areas.  This was almost wholly my fault.  I hadn’t really enjoyed learning Italian up to this point; I did it entirely to go to Italy.  This is an attitude I since regret, as I realize that I missed out on countless academic and personal experiences by being so dogmatic about not enjoying Italian.  As a result of this attitude, I did not pay great attention in classes, put relatively little effort into them, and came to Italy a bit less proficient than the average Middlebury student.  This resulted in a lack of confidence, particularly in my spoken Italian, which resulted in something of an aversion to speaking it.  I spoke far too much English while abroad and largely avoided situations in which I was forced to speak Italian for extended periods of time.   I only wish I had been more open-minded with regards to linguistic study itself.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Absolutely.  I had no trouble with regards to logistics.  

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Laura Sieni was approachable, helpful, concerned, and quite a lot of fun to chat with.  She was far and away the person at the Middlebury Sede with whom I had the best rapport.  

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

That would depend.  My growth in Florence was almost entirely personal; academics was a not-even-close second in terms of my priorities while I was there.  My low expectations for the classes was probably a good thing for me as well, for I didn’t find them particularly enjoyable or meaningful.  This was the general sentiment among students on my trip, though I suspect some few felt otherwise.  My European Union class, for example, felt like an 8th grade social studies course taught in Italian.  I understand that the courses are by necessity less profound; clearly we didn’t have the grasp of the language required to understand and discuss complicated material.  However, I couldn’t help but find the courses really, really, banal and superficial.  However, if one’s goal is further study of Italian, perhaps the courses would have seemed more purposeful.  I had a great experience abroad, but that was largely contingent on extra-curricular factors and activities.  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Two words: do it.  I won’t even particularly try to avoid clichés here.  Studying abroad is an expansive experience; it really helps one overcome narrow-minded perceptions by presenting one with very new experiences.  The value of this cannot be understated.  As someone who was once very cynical, I can see now that studying abroad numbers among the most useful and positive transformational experiences I’ve had – it helped me shed some of that negative cynicism.  

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I have read about discrimination against Africans in Italy, but I did not really see it.   In terms of discrimination against Americans, I can say that some Italians, particularly those living in cities flooded with American students, are a bit tired of Americans, and it shows.  Sometimes I sensed a relatively mild hostility lurking right beneath the surface.  

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I may have been satisfied with academic experience at the Middlebury Sede is if I had truly wanted to further my study of Italian; as this was not the case, I am probably not the person to recommend the program.  

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Italian Cinema of the 1960s

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers 


	Describe course content:

We watched several movies and discussed them in class.  We looked at them thematically and cinematographically.  

Evaluate course:
The course did not succeed in interesting me; I was not originally enthusiastic about cinema, and the professor’s manner was very lackadaisical.  Discussion wandered all over the place.  



	2) Course title:

Writing Theory and Practice I 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, exams, homework assignments


	Describe course content:

The course was structured so that students were able to practice their writing while learning about Italian history.  

Evaluate course:
The professor, Monica Merli, was amicable enough and an enthusiastic teacher, but the course content was superficial.  Our historical discussions were not satisfying.  



	3) Course title:

Italian Literature 1870-1930

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, homework assignments
	Describe course content:

This was the most difficult course; we read a considerable amount of thematically and linguistically dense Italian, both poetry and prose.

Evaluate course:

Professor Mirri, while enthusiastic, was sometimes difficult to understand.  Likely I learned more in this course than any of the others, though many classes consisted of painfully dry lecture.  



	4) Course title:

European Union

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exams, homework assignments
	Describe course content:

The course was an extremely superficial survey of the history of the E.U.  

Evaluate course:

This was my least favorite course.  The professor, who was at all times clearly uninterested in teaching the class, presented us with cut and dry facts which we were to memorize and regurgitate, a process I associate with middle school.  Suffice it to say I am not used to this style of teaching.  



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

They were helpful and easy to work with.  No problems.  

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did, but the meeting I attended was before I had even been accepted into the program and/or given it much thought, so I was terribly interested at the time.  I suspect that if I had been interested, it would have been a useful experience.  

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




