STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institutionMiddlebury College Class 2007
Major(s) English





    
Country in which you studiedItaly








Host UniversityUniversitá degli Studi di Ferrara

CityFerrara, Italy






US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  FromJanuary ToJune Year 2006









Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The structure of the class periods is radically different – mostly 2-hour-long lectures with no discussion.  Linguistically, this wound up being beneficial, in the sense that we became instantly immersed in a language (and often a very specific discourse with a highly specialized vocabulary set) and the pressure was put directly on us to rise to the necessary level.   In a certain way, because there are not often assignments during the semester, but, instead, a single oral exam at the end of the term, the responsibility for the course material is more directly placed on the student.  There aren’t convenient guidelines about how to manage the course load, and it is up to the individual student to determine a system that works.  This actually puts me at a bit of an advantage in my senior year, as I am beginning to work on an independent thesis project, which involves much less oversight than I am used to and a much greater level of individual responsibility not just for the content of the project, but also for the organization and timing of it.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I discovered that it is actually very difficult living abroad and representing America positively without giving a sense of nationalist pride or arrogance.  I think a lot of us found out that Americans face a particularly strong set of prejudices abroad and that we are therefore required to adopt a much greater level of cultural sensitivity (or, at least, to make it more overt) in order to compensate.  Italy is a country with a lot of hang-ups – a place where people go to vacation, but which ultimately gets left behind.  It is a country of great beauty, but of great complexity as well, one stricken by problems that a typical tourist won’t encounter (and, therefore won’t think about), and so the country suffers under the weight of its own idyllic stereotypes.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

This experience taught me confidence above all.  It requires a great deal of patience and self-reliance, and I definitely developed in this sense over the course of my semester there.  I am much more comfortable now immersing myself in a new situation or a new system with whose rules I am unfamiliar.  Thinking of the year to come and the prospect of a new school or new job in a new city and a new way of life, I am happy to have spent the time that I did in Italy, as I think I will understand better how to adjust to this type of often startling novelty, and how to make myself amenable to a new set of expectations and procedures.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My time in Italy definitely solidified in me my desire to be a member of an academic community.  I feel like I know things about Italy and its culture that offer me a better view into into its literature and its politics than people who have not been as significantly immersed, and I hope to maintain not only this communication with Italy, but also to expand my cultural understanding to other places as well.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Classes tended to be brutal – long and often dry – but I found that this actually offered a point of contact between myself and other students.


b)  housing:

I lived in a four-person apartment with another Middlebury student, an Italian student, and then another Italian student who left in March and whose apartment was taken by an Argentine girl who had studied in Ferrara for a few years.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture? Italian







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I was really pleased with the progress my Italian made, especially spoken.  Writing is probably my weakest point, mostly because I have a weaker sense of the particular weight of words – their respective formality, their connotations – and so I express myself much better in person than through writing.  Being there

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I felt very prepared to got to Ferrara.  I think a lot of the value of the experience, though, is the level of independence that this particular program offers.  Middlebury (in its Italian permutation: Rosa, Laura and Patrizia) was definitely present throughout and offered a great deal of support, but it was also really nice to be able to make and learn from the small mistakes that simply can’t be avoided when studying abroad in a culture with which you have no prior experience.  I appreciated the fact that we had to be on our own and responsible for ourselves, and felt as well that we had been adequately informed that this would be the case.  It was always comforting to know, however, that we had that sort of “safety net” in Florence, so that if there ever were real problems, we had a resource we could go to for help.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Rosa and the staff were incredible.   I imagine it’s always difficult trying to translate one institution’s policies such that they correspond with those of another, foreign program, but the expectaiotns were always reasonable, and the staff was always willing to discuss potential problems and listen to our concerns.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?   X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Linguistically, this program is invaluable.  My Italian improved immensely, if only out of necessity, because I needed to communicate, constantly, with the people around me.  I think Ferrara requires a lot of patience and an open mind.  The hassles abound, but in the end, it is possible to have them serve you; you just need to see them as opportunities for growth, lessons in independence, chances to better understand the culture, and the most effective language exercises possible.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

As I’ve said, keep an open mind.  Understand that there will be problems, but that that is part of the value of the experience.  There is sort of a myth that goes around the Italian department that the stronger students should go to Ferrara and everyone else is better off in Florence.  This is absolutely not the case.  Ferrara does, especially at first, require more confidence with the language, and it’s easier if you’re Italian’s better, obviously.  But if you’re adequately prepared to learn, Ferrara is the perfect place to learn.  I think it should be seen more as a question of lifestyle (esp. big city versus small city) and of level of independence that determines where a student chooses to go in Italy.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I think Americans can expect to be perceived in a particular way, and I would recommend that student be sensitive to this perception, especially in the beginning.  It requires a maybe unfair level of humility not required of other foreigners, in order to compensate for this (possibly valid) notion of Americans as arrogant.  But I also think that in the end, this helps to win people over more quickly.  The fact that we were interested in Italian culture and the reality of everyday life in that country actually made people respect us, and I heard often comparisons like “Americans are usually…, but you guys aren’t” or “I thought Americans…, but you don’t seem to be”

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The architecture faculty has the reputation of being the best in Italy.  Paolo Cherchi is a genius, but retiring.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Letteratura italiana

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral exam


	Describe course content: overview of Italian literature (1200-1700) with a special focus on Boccaccio’s Decameron

Evaluate course: I feel fortunate to be able to say that I have taken a course with Professor Cherchi.  We covered an enormous amount of material, but managed as well to tackle other, more conceptual issues, like why we read and the value of literature in society.


	2) Course title: sociologia dell’arte

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral exam
	Describe course content: overview of the contemporary approaches to the study of art, with particular focus on the notion of art as a social construction

Evaluate course: This was the professor’s first time teaching the course.  I found it disorganized and thought the expectations were unclear.  My decision to take this course was regrettable.


	3) Course title: Storia dell’arte contemporanea

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral exam
	Describe course content: history of contemporary art from the impressionists to today

Evaluate course:  Thorough and interesting, professor was extremely knowledgeable and passionate.  Expectations were high, but merited by the course content and the performance of the professor herself.



	4) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	5) Course title: Cultura visuale

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final paper
	Describe course content: study of visual culture and, specifically, works that ride the line between fiction and documentary, discussed the conventions and ethics of both genres

Evaluate course: interesting topic taught by knowledgeable professor – produced challenging and informative discussion




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

My experience with the office has been nothing but positive.  They made us feel very comfortable and excited about our experience, while presenting realistically what we could expect.  The one thing I would say, however, is that problems are part of the value of a study abroad experience, and a conversation I had after I returned made me realize that it would be alright for the office to be up front about the fact that sometimes things arise that can’t be anticipated, but that there is much to be learned from these experiences.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I don’t particularly remember the handouts, but I found the meeting very useful, particularly the meeting with Nicole Chance in the fall before we took off.  Nicole gave us a very realistic but exciting projection for our experience, and I was thankful to have had the contact with the office that I did before heading to Ferrara.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




