STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution___Middlebury College______________ Class __2007____
Major(s)_Italian____________________________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied
Italy









Host University
Universita’ degli studi di Ferrara

City

Ferrara





US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From  September
To July
 Year 
2005-2006









Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

I had very little difficulty adjusting to the Italian system, because I learn in the way their system is organized.  I benefited most because in Ferrara I was not expected to produce superficially, but instead was allowed to engage the material on my own terms and assimilate and organize it in the way that was most conducive to my learning style.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Strangely enough, I had to go to Italy to be ok about being an American.  I feel that after having studied in Italy I have a much clearer, more multifaceted view of Italian culture. Having made many close Italian friends, I feel that I have enough exposure to appreciate humor based on Italian History and culture.  I was aware of how Italians are not as politically correct or racially sensitive as Americans, and they have some lingering issues with homosexuality, but nothing that you can’t also find here in the United States. 

Since I’ve come back home I feel like Americans in general are more concerned with appearance than the actual reality of things, and it seems that I’m asked to do unnecessary work for the sake of appearance (i.e. reading that I cannot possibly be expected to finish for a class).  I feel pretty constantly rushed and more stressed than before I left.  I also have come to see that the American worship of convenience is not an altogether valuable thing.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Personally I feel that my study abroad was the most important year of my life.  I was forced to examine many beliefs, in the process either strengthening old beliefs or discarding them to make room for new ones.  I also feel that there is an inevitable process of maturation that takes place when you live on your own in a foreign country.

I am strongly independent, and I think that that was indispensable to me during my year in Ferrara.  I’m also pretty patient and a problem-solver.  In Ferrara especially, students need to realize that Italy doesn’t work like America, most especially it will not work like Middlebury.  Instead of griping about Italy not working for you, it is much more rewarding and realistic to adapt your habits to fit an Italian system.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Living abroad for a year has confirmed my deep love of languages and travel.  It has also motivated me to search for employment opportunities in Europe.  Strangely, too, it has taught me to worry much less about having the right academic resume and just to trust in what I love.  I decided not to double major, and personally I decided to do what I love, not to do what makes me the most money.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

very successful.  I attend 90 percent of my class meetings, even though they weren’t incredibly useful in the grand scheme, academically.


b)  housing:

very successful.  I shared an apartment with two Italian students and another Middlebury student.  It gave me a good taste of student life, but having another Middlebury person around helped me. To have a place to share concerns and blow off steam when the stress mounted was very important.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I didn’t participate in that many extra-curricular activities, but the university didn’t offer many.  I did meet many Ferraresi kids our age with whom I spent about 80 of my time outside of class.  So I would say that through friendships made outside of school I integrated more than in any other way, just in terms of learning the culture and the local area.  I watched my friends play soccer for local teams, and they kept me abreast of local concerts and the arts scene in Ferrara.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I didn’t participate in an internship or an independent project.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Italian








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

PHENOMENAL PROGRESS.  My aural comprehension is excellent, but could be helped even more by exposure to speakers with different accents.  Reading is not a problem, the time in Italy caused my vocabulary to balloon.  I don’t have much practice with writing because the host University in Ferrara requires very very little writing.  Speaking is the area in which I made the most progress, however.  I have no problem speaking in either formal or informal situations.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

This is an important question, and I may ramble here.  I feel that Middlebury fully explained the degree of independence that studying in Ferrara both allowed and required of us prior to our departure.  Our orientation, though short, gave us all the information that we needed.  Personally, I felt that the support offered during the year was MORE than sufficient.

That said, there were many students there that did not feel that adequate support was given.  Though each case has its own specific nuances, I think that their opinions are pretty unfounded.  Rosa Cuda, the director, was always willing to help, and if we did what she asked the first time, there were no problems.  I think several students went to Italy expected to be coddled (as we sometimes are at Middlebury) and when that didn’t happen, instead of taking initiative to solve their problems in the appropriate channels, began to complain about the program. 

The only thing that I would change is that the degree of independence and lack of individual attention in Ferrara should be more emphasized.  Those students who can’t handle the responsibility of independence should be sent to Florence.  I think that Ferrara was pushed a little too strongly…it is a great city, but it requires a student who is willing to self-start and problem solve.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Rosa Cuda, the director of the Middlebury College School in Italy, was concerned but not overbearing.  She was extremely competent, most effective, and helpful with everything.  She was consistently easy to reach and always available to help us with any problems.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes, but only if the student can handle independence.  Nothing detracted more from the overall experience in Ferrara than students who expected to be hand-held and then complained that the program didn’t do enough for them.  If you want the director in your city, go to Florence.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

BE PREPARED TO FACE DIFFICULTY.  Foreign countries are not America.  Their systems don’t “not work” they just don’t work like you expect them too. Get rid of your expectations, and treat it like this:

You as a student are responsible for your entire experience.  If something goes wrong, assume it’s your fault and work to fix it.  If it goes right, you can take the credit.  But DON”T blame others for your mistakes or misunderstandings.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

As an American I felt very accepted.  I did not notice any discrimination among our group.  But the best way to avoid discrimination is to not discriminate yourself, and to keep and open and inquiring mind.

It was sometimes hard for girls in Ferrara to deal with unwanted or unsolicited male attention, but nothing dangerous or truly discriminatory ever occurred.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

ARCHITECTURE.  The architecture department at the University of Ferrara is one of the top in all of Italy.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

History of Music 1700-1830

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final Oral examination


	Describe course content:

We studied the course and development of Western music during the 18th century from Vivaldi to Beethoven.

Evaluate course: recommended. Interesting and informative.


	2) Course title:

Iconology and Iconography

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Final Oral examination

	Describe course content:  This course studied the education and career of noted iconologist Aby Warburg, examining and applying his methodology in the study of general Iconography and Iconology.

Evaluate course:  Dense, specific, challenging, and sometimes the motives and aims of the course weren’t entirely clear. Recommended, but for highly motivated students only.


	3) Course title: Midieval Art History 313-1300

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Final oral examination

	Describe course content:

Survey of Western Art from the time of Constantine to Giotto with emphasis on Italian art and Architecture.

Evaluate course: Extreme amounts of information to assimilate, lectures were useless for the exam.  Independent reading was the most important thing.



	4) Course title: Contemporary Literature

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Final oral examination

	Describe course content:  Case studies of Contemporary women writers in Italy during the last half-century. Extremely narrow view, leaving out much more influential and important authors.

Evaluate course: NOT RECOMMENDED.  Despite the informative and interesting look at three specific authors, the professor was entirely subjective in grading.



	5) Course title:Contemporary Art History 1860- present

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Final oral examination

	Describe course content: overview of contemporary art. Theory and Artists.  Included a field-trip to a well-organized exhibition in Modena.

Evaluate course: HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.  Very informative, extremely interesting.



	6) Course title: History of Cinema

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final oral examination
	Describe course content:

Survey of the history of world cinema from the advent of sound to present, with a concentration in Spy Cinema

Evaluate course: Recommended.  Highly informative and interesting, most objective grader that I encountered. Self-motivation is a must.



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	7) Sociology of Art

Intro level course

Final Oral Examination

8) Italian Linguistics

Intro level course

Final oral examination, minor written assignments.
	We studied the methodologies of several famous Sociologists and applied these methodologies to the study of Art

Course Evalution:  Not Recommended.  Though it was interesting and educational, the professor wasn’t well-organized.

This course was a survey of the history of the development of the Italian language, as well as a study of the rules of Italian grammar and the reasons for those rules. 

Course Recommended.  Highly informative and supremely interesting.  The  grammar was extremely helpful in my language acquisition process, and the history of the language gave me a fuller understanding of Italian culture and literature.


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

It was extremely limited.  I turned in the forms, and that was pretty much it.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I attended. The handouts were useful.  I don’t really have much to offer in terms of improvement.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




