STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution___Middlebury College____________________ Class ______


Major(s)____Italian______________________________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
Italy







Host University
Universita Di Ferrara


City
Ferrara




US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From 09/2005
To  02/2006
 Year 

2005






Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

It was quite difficult to adjust to UNIFE’s educational environment those first few days of classes. Being so accustomed to Middlebury’s organization slightly delayed the process of actually understanding the mechanism of the Italian system. I spent those first days navigating through endless hallways trying to find classrooms, offices, teachers and it seemed as if no one from the administration ever knew anything. However, academic life in Ferrara was never at a standstill and that’s when I finally realized that UNIFE ran on a pretty extensive student support system, of which I had completely excluded myself from. I soon left behind my introverted, self-reliant self to search for Italian students that would be able to assist me and met several that were more than willing to help. 

With a safety net of students behind me I felt more confident in my academic abilities. My coursework was more meaningful. I was able to complete my work on time, leaving sufficient time for socializing and enjoying the beauty of Italy. Being at the University of Ferrara was like a new start to my academic career.     
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

The Italy I knew was this black and white collection of personally selected pieces of history, literature, music and films.  I was far from fully understanding the Italian culture and study abroad added color, taste and smell.  Having experienced the educational system helped me understand the students protests,  having walked the streets helped me understand the meaning of fashion, having had an Italian meal helped me understand the love for food, and having lived with Italians helped me feel the need of family.  Study abroad helped me paint an accurate picture of the Italy, of which I studied, but never knew.    
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

During my six months in Italy I became independent, curious, a little less introverted and open to different perspectives.  I came back feeling capable of actually starting a life on my own.    
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

Being in an Italian University actually helped the comprehension aspect of my integration.  I felt that it wasn’t until I began attending classes and began clearly understanding the professor and the other students that I was able to understand the different variations of the Italian language. 

b)  housing:

My housing situation contributed the most to my integration process.  I spent my first month calling, emailing, texting and meeting up with people that might have been able to house me for the six months that I was to stay there.  All locations, with the exception of an apartment building for international students, required a contract of at least a year.   I chose not to take the simple route and by doing so I met quite a few students with different lifestyles, dialects and academic interests.  At the end I chose to house with two Italians and one German student in an apartment not far from the center.  The experience was incredible! I definitely sensed the true value of Family in the Italian culture.    
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Italian








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I definitely made progress in my Italian while abroad.  I went from speaking Italian at an intermediate level to being almost fluent, which also contributed to my improvement in reading and writing.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Middlebury College did such an excellent job with the pre-departure orientation that the arrival orientation seemed a bit repetitive. The brochures were great to carry with and read.  
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The Resident Director/International Officer was not helpful at all.  She did not know enough about the University of Ferrara or Ferrara, especially when it came to housing options for those who had not received housing prior to their arrival.  She seemed more concerned and knowledgeable about the Florence Program.  
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

The Universita di Ferrara is definitely not as organized as Middlebury but once you get past the paper work everything gets better.  Unlike the Florence program, in Ferrara you have no Middlebury Sede, you have less tourists (especially during the winter), there are no American locations, the store owners actually speak to you in Italian, you get to ride a bike everywhere, you get to enjoy la piazza on Wednesdays, and get to completely understand the writings of Giorgio Bassani. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

If you are truly looking for a study abroad experience, within the Middlebury schools abroad, completely different than that of Middlebury then UNIFE is the place to go.  You feel completely independent there. 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I experience absolutely no discrimination.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
The University of Ferrara has excellent history professors; it is definitely one of their strengths.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Literatura Italiana contemporanea
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final Exam, Classroom activities

	Describe course content:

Analysis and comprehension of contemporary Italian writings. 
Evaluate course:
The instructor was very clear and knowledgeable of the course’s content.  The books chosen for the class were excellent.   


	2) Course title:

Historia Romana
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Mid – term and Final Exam

	Describe course content:

The course covered the history of the Roman Empire from its rise to its decline , highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of each emperor. 
Evaluate course:
The instructor was amazing! Very passionate about Roman History, very knowledgeable, very helpful during office hours and willing to do anything possible to increase our interest in Roman and Greek History.  Slide shows were great and the books were perfect for learning about Roman History. 


	3) Course title:

Iconologia e Iconografia
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Classroom quizzes and Final Exam
	Describe course content:

This course covers the life and teachings of Aby Warburg.
Evaluate course:

The instructor was absolutely wonderful! She was very enthusiastic and excellent at introducing new topics. 

The materials and books were essential in the understanding of the class.


	4) Course title:

Literatura Medievale 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final Exam
	Describe course content:

Analysis and comprehension of literature from the 18 -19 century.

Evaluate course:

This course was very interesting but the instructor was confusing at times.  


	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The Middlebury Off-Campus Study staff is excellent!!! I truly felt comfortable going there to speak about anything, not just study abroad.  They were very supportive of my decisions and tried their best to assist me in everyway possible.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

The pre-departure orientation was extremely useful.  The handouts were great; however, I would include a student to student page, either in the handout or on the website, where things like teachers, packing, and housing could be discussed.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




