STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of International Programs and Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of International Programs 

and Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
**Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted**
Today’s Date: 12/26/07

Home Institution: Wheaton College
Class: 2008

Major(s): Italian
Country in which you studied: Italy
Host University:Universita degli Studi di Ferrara
City: Ferrara
US Sponsor (if different from Host University):      
Period of Study Abroad:  FORMDROPDOWN 
       FORMDROPDOWN 
     to      FORMDROPDOWN 
     FORMDROPDOWN 
    
Evaluation of Personal Learning

1) Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment?
(Note: Shaded boxes will expand as necessary)

The different academic environment gave me a chance to view my education as a personal choice; the amount that I learned in a given class was a direct result of the amount of outside study time I devoted to each class.  Therefore, I pushed myself harder outside of class than I had in my American university and found greater personal satisfaction with a good grade in Ferrara than an average written exam at my home university.
2) How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

My understanding of the Italian culture was completely changed following my year of study abroad.  I learned that Italy is not just mandolins, pasta, and gondolas, and that the regional cultures are far more rich and diverse than I expected.  Veneto is very different from Puglia and Puglia is not the same as Sicilia.  My perceptions of the American culture have been permanently changed, I no longer view the United States or Americans from an American point of view and instead am able to view the American culture in a more dynamic way.  I am able to look at traditions from an American and also an Italian perspective. 
3) In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I have become a different person after my year in Ferrara.  I have grown into a more well-rounded person; confident and out-spoken I am able to identify my abilities and stand by my beliefs.  It may be cliché, but I am more independent and have found that I now thrive in situations that before my year abroad I may have found uncomfortable.
4) How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Study abroad has made me realize that while it is important to have goals and an idea of where I want to go with my life, the most important aspect of those goals is in the process of their realization.  In twenty years I may not find myself doing exactly what I planned, but the process that I undertake in getting there is the most important and valuable part of identifying those goals.
Evaluation of Level of Integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.
1) Classes:
Classes were difficult to adjust to for me as an American student in Italy.  The academic structure is completely different and relies on self-motivation whereas the American structure is much less individual.  I took quite a few Philosophy classes in Italy and found that the final exam was a space to expand on the ideas of philosophers and personally analyze their concepts.  It was very important to create ones own ideas and instead of regurgitating material learned in class the emphasis was placed on interpretations based on ones own opinions.
2) Housing:
Housing was one of the most integrating experiences for me.  I chose to find an apartment on my own, and lived with two Italians from a different facolta'.  We went grocery shopping together, cooked meals together, did household cleaning together, and I found that this level of integration forced me to view the world from their eyes and leave my American bias at the door.  I would highly recommend this sort of living arrangement for anyone who wants a truly "Italian" experience.  I had no contact with other Americans and if it were not for the "In Lingua" course at the beginning of the first semester I would not have known that other Americans were in Ferrara.  
3) Extra-curricular activities (please list):
While I didn't participate in structured extra-curricular activities, in the second semester, once I had an established group of Italian friends I participated in many cultural events that the city had to offer.  I went to the theater in Ferrara with one of my friends, enjoyed the "notte bianca" with concerts, vendors, and free food going all night, acted in a short film that some friends filmed for an exhibition in the spring, and even stayed in the summer to work in a hotel in Abruzzo.
4) Other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

While in Italy I worked in two separate hotels as a waitress and barista.  I began in the second semester in Ferrara working at San Girolamo as a waitress for weddings, baptisms, graduation dinners, etc.  During the summer I moved to the south of Italy in Pineto, a small city in the region of Abruzzo working at the Hotel Felicioni as a barista and waitress.  Throughout the second semester I helped friends create a short film which commented on the Israel-Palestine conflict and was directed by a Palestinian.  
Evaluation of Language Learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

1) What was the language of the host culture? Italian
2) What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I became fluent in Italian because of my year abroad, and even picked up various dialects.  I continue to have no problems reading, writing, or even speaking Italian after 6 months of being back in the United States.
Evaluation of Program/University and Study Abroad Experience Overall

1) Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I feel that the program did a great job in preparing students for a year or semester in Ferrara.  It was accurate in describing the amount of independence students have while in Ferrara and I personally had no problems with the amount of support provided to me by the Sede in Florence.  If anything I found that many of the trips the director Rosa Cuda made to Ferrara were unneccesary and my meetings with her resembled conversations more than question and answer sessions.  Other students however were highly critical of Middlebury's involvement in Ferrara and felt that the Sede was not responsive enough to students needs, but I feel that this reflected their level of integration into the Italian community and level of acceptance of the program itself.  I strongly feel that Middlebury should continue its hands-off approach to Ferrara and leave the students to find their own way to integrating as best they can to the Italian way of life.
2) Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The director was very competent and effective, she explained procedures well and was available to help students if ever they needed it.
3) Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?


If a student is looking for a program that is largely self-designed and relies on the student's motivation this is the perfect program of study.  Italian language skills are guaranteed to be improved immensely as long as the student is willing to immerse themselves into the local culture and push themselves to a higher level of integration.






  

4) What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Don't go to Ferrara expecting life to be easy and fun as soon as you arrive.  It takes a lot of work and time to become comfortable in the city but once that level of comfort is achieved Ferrara will provide a myriad of opportunities.  Try to socialize with Italians as much as possible and don't get stuck in a comfort zone with other Americans.  It's easy to just talk to other Americans in the piazza on Wednesdays but much more rewarding and fun to try to start up conversations with the Italian students.
5) Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues?
I experienced almost no discrimination while in Italy, the little I did was based on American politics.  It can be very easy to ignore this kind of discrimination and would recommend to future students to not take anything personally and try to ignore or react as rationally as possible.
Evaluation of Academics

1) Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
     
Course Information

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	1) Course Title: Letteratura Italiana Contemporanea

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): Universita degli Studi di Ferrara
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): One final oral exam
Describe Course Content:

This course was based on three novels, Ragazzi di Vita and Una Vita Violenta by Pasolini and another work by Moravia.  Lectures consisted of a discussion of the novels led by the professor.
Evaluate Course:

This was a great course, I really enjoyed the novels and found the professor to be extremely helpful and open to comments and questions.

	2) Course Title: Letteratura Italiana

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): Universita degli Studi di Ferrara
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): One final oral exam
Describe Course Content:

This course involved a discussion/translation of one work, Orlando Innamorato.
Evaluate Course:

I did not enjoy this course as the lectures were dry and monotonous and the professor did not seem excited to teach the material.  

	3) Course Title: Diritto e Societa'

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): Universita degli Studi di Ferrara
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): one final oral exam
Describe Course Content:

This course was based on lectures by the professor and a Teacher's Assistant that were based on historical theory of the development of laws, society, and the development of the Republc in Europe.
Evaluate Course:

This course was very informative but lectures were not very interesting and the class size and classroom location were not conducive to individual participation.

	4) Course Title: Filosofia della Religion 

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): Universita degli Studi di Ferrara
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): final oral exam 
Describe Course Content:

This course examined the representation of evil in Judaism, Islam and Buddhism.
Evaluate Course:

I really enjoyed this course as discussion was highly emphasized and the professor was extremely knowledgable in the field.

	5) Course Title: Storia del Cinema

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): Universita degli Studi di Ferrara
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): final oral exam
Describe Course Content:

This course gave a brief background on the major developments in film (i.e. sound, color) and the second half of the semester was spent studying the major works of Hitchcock.
Evaluate Course:

I really enjoyed this course and learned a lot about the film industry as well as the major styles that characterized film throughout the 20th century.

	6) Course Title: Semiotica

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): Universita degli Studi di Ferrara
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): oral and written final exams
Describe Course Content:

This course analysed the significance of symbols and pictures in the media and in art in modern and contemporary society.
Evaluate Course:

I did not like this course as it was a large class size and relied on power point presentations which were not very stimulating.  

	If applicable, please list additional courses below:

	Filosofia Moderna

Filosofia Contemporanea




Evaluation of the Office of International Programs and Off-Campus Study

1) Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of International Programs and Off-Campus Study:

Not Applicable
2) Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Not Applicable
Other

1) Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with International Programs and Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

2) Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

3) May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

4) Additional Comments:      
FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

I studied at the Middlebury College Summer Italian School and grew up in Middlebury so have known about the programs abroad offered through Middlebury for quite some time.
Why did you choose this particular program and site?

I chose this particular program because of its outstanding reputation, and chose Ferrara in particular because I was looking for a real integrative experience.
Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

I found that my expectations and the realities of the programs were similar, there was nothing that really surprised me and I felt very prepared for my year abroad.
Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

 FORMTEXT 

     
Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

     
Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




