STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution__Middlebury College_________________________________ Class _2008.5_____


Major(s)___Molecular Biology and Biochemistry_______________________________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
Italy







Host University
Middlebury College/ University of Florence


City
Florence




US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From    September 2007
To     December 2007
 Year 
2007







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The Italian method of teaching involves the students much less than that found in the US, so much of the time the classes are pure lectures. That being said, the standards for memorization and absorbing details are much higher, especially at the University of Florence. It was much better to have lectures coupled with few discussions because I felt like I needed to learn the academic language necessary for hashing out ideas about literature and art.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I realized that Europeans and especially Italians have essentially the same attitude about the US as very liberal Americans. I remember my host mother talking to me about political propaganda, and then, as an example of political truth and righteousness she cited Michael Moore. At the same time, I loved how they take lunch breaks/naps at 12-2pm everyday, and everything closes during that time. It makes living much more comfortable and less rushed.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I lived in very small quarters with my Italian family, and while I felt awkward and wanted to be reticent, it forced me not to. Although there were of course some uncomfortable encounters, its pretty easy to get past that and feel comfortable as a foreigner. I just made sure to be polite.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It was a respite from my science major, but does not particularly contribute to my career goals. I will always continue to progress with my Italian in the future
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

only Italian spoken, through Middlebury College, Italian teachers – very useful 

b)  housing:

Lived with host family -  they spoke no English – I learned an valuable amount from them
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

N/A
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

N/A
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Italian







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My aural comprehension increased the most, as well as my writing. My slight southern drawl prevented me from every coming to speak totally comfortably, but I’m getting there.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, the preparation for my travel and housing was adequate.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, very approachable, no problems.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Middlebury College provides an incredible learning environment for the language, as we also take a class at the University of Florence. All the teachers were exceptional.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would say to go to Florence if you are going for only a semester, as I have heard that the Ferrara program is a constant struggle for comfortable living.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I did but it really isn’t a problem if you be respectful, don’t take it personally, and use your Italian language skills to bridge a trust.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
Nope
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Writing I
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers and exams

	Describe course content:

A survey of Italian language and writing from all parts of Italy. Emphasis was on coming to understand the evolution of the language from Latin, as well as the divergence of the language into dialects
Evaluate course:
Awesome – Prof. de Polfi was one of the best teachers I’ve had.


	2) Course title: Literature
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, exams
	Describe course content:

A survey of 19th century Italian literature
Evaluate course:
superb


	3) Course title:  Renaissance Art
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, slide recognition, exams
	Describe course content:

A survey of 15th century Florentine art
Evaluate course:

fantastic


	4) Course title:  Etruscology
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 final oral exam
	Describe course content:

The rise and integration of Etruscan civilization predating the rise of Rome.
Evaluate course:

exceptional


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I think her name is Nicole, she is extremely helpful and very personable. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes and yes. No improvement needed
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




