STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.


 Home institution___Middlebury__________________________ Class _2009_____


Major(s)____History and Italian______________________________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied    Italy








Host University  Università di Ferrara



City
Ferrara




US sponsor (if different from host university)
Middlebury Study Abroad







Period of study abroad:  From  September 2007
To June 2008
 Year 
 2007-2008 academic year







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The educational environment is very different in Italy.  Attendance isn’t necessarily expected and there is no expectation of homework.  That said, it’s beneficial as a foreign student to attend lectures so that the professor knows who you are, etc.  It’s up to the student to read the necessary books and often this happens during the study period at the end of a semester.  The real challenge is using your time wisely so that you don’t end up with hundreds of pages to read in a few days.  Going to classes was also very helpful in improving my comprehension of spoken Italian.  The key thing to remember is that everything will take longer than it would at Middlebury since you’re not as comfortable doing things in Italian.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Studying abroad definitely impacts how you look at American culture and the host culture.  I think most people who go abroad often become more patriotic, partly because they have to defend the US.  As far as understanding of the host culture, of course it improves as you move past the things a tourist might notice and actually begin to see the day to day activities and ideas of Italians.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Studying abroad made me more independent.  I had to pay rent, go food shopping, and cook for myself.  It’s more of a real world experience than living in a dorm in Middlebury.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Study abroad made me appreciate the academic experience that Middlebury offers.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.


a)  classes:

My classes were with Italian students, so I experienced a fairly authentic student life.  That said, I didn’t hang out with many people in my classes, since the classes are all lectures so students never get much of a chance to talk to each other.


b)  housing:

I lived in an apartment with Italian students.  Finding a good apartment in Ferrara is key because you’ll often spend at least your first few months hanging out with people you live with.  Don’t choose pre-departure housing.  Arrive a little early and look on the university bulletin boards for places.  That way you can meet your potential suitemates and ensure a good fit.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I played basketball, which was a great way to get to know Italians.  I was also a member of the university choir.  It doesn’t really matter what activity you do, so long as you do something.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I’d recommend doing an internship because you become more fully involved in the community and meet people of varying ages who can offer their own personal experiences about their culture.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture? Italian









What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Everything improved while studying abroad, especially spoken conversation.  Being totally immersed in a foreign language is the best way to learn it.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The Sede in Firenze was available to help the Ferrara students if we needed them.  The Università di Ferrara was welcoming.  

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Rosa, Patricia, and Laura are very helpful.  Normally in Ferrara we’d try to figure things out by ourselves but the directors were available if we needed them.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? Yes!

Why or why not?









  

Ferrara is a great city.  After a few months of living there, it really felt like my city.  While the actual academic experience may not be as rigorous as Middlebury, there are other ways in which the experience is useful.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Go abroad.  It’s doubtful you’ll regret the decision.  I’d also recommend Ferrara over Florence because it’s more personable and less touristy.  

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Italians are prone to staring at people who don’t look Italian.  They don’t mean any harm by it, it’s just that they’re curious about a person who is obviously not Italian.  You get used to it after a while.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 

Make sure to take advantage of the tutoring sessions Middlebury offers towards the end of each semester!  They are incredibly helpful.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Letteratura ferrarese

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
A few papers.


	Describe course content:

This is the one class offered to the Middlebury students when they arrive (it’s required).  We read various pieces of Ferrarese literature. 

Evaluate course:
This course was a great way to learn more about Ferrara and its culture.  I really enjoyed it.



	2) Course title:

Storia medievale

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral exam


	Describe course content:

A really broad class on Medieval history.  Covers about 1000 years of European history.

Evaluate course:
It’s a fairly good course.  The work load is manageable, although sometimes the course seemed to morph into a discussion of royal lineages instead of history.



	3) Course title:

Letteratura italiana (origins to renaissance)

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral exam
	Describe course content:

This course is more like a history of Italian literature.  While you need to know specific things about Dante’s Inferno and Boccaccio’s Decameron, a lot of other times you just need to be able to match the author with his writings.

Evaluate course:

Pretty good, although at times overwhelming.  Some of the Italian is very hard to read, since it’s not the modern form.



	4) Course title:

Storia moderna

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral exam
	Describe course content:

Modern history of Europe.  Ends with the Congress of Vienna.

Evaluate course:

This is a basic history course.  Good for getting the broad facts.



	5) Course title:

Letteratura Italiana contemporanea, Pirandello

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Some written assignments, oral exam
	Describe course content:

This course focused on works by Pirandello.  We read L’Esclusa and Novelle.

Evaluate course:

Professoressa Folli has very specific ideas about how a class should function.  Let’s just say there’s rarely a dull moment.  This class probably required the most time spent outside of class.  She can also be intimidating at times.



	6) Course title:

Storia dell’arte dei paesi europei

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral exam
	Describe course content:

Despite the name, this course focused exclusively on the life and works of Caravaggio.

Evaluate course:

This was my favorite course in Ferrara.  I really enjoyed it.  Professoressa Cappelletti is a renowned Caravaggio scholar.



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I didn’t have that much interaction, which I guess means that I had few problems.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes.  The handouts were useful.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     Yes

May we use your comments in future publications?  Yes   

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




