STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution______Middlebury_____________________ Class ___2009


Major(s)_History of Art_____________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied Itay








Host University
Middlebury School in Italy

City Florence


US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From September 
To July
 Year 

2007 -
2008





Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

For someone used to the amenities of American university and especially Middlebury, the university system is Italy is like Mars.  Ignoring the obvious differences between an urban and rural university, the Universita` di Firenze (Unifi) is so vastly different than the system in the US that the whole process of going to class is more culturally educative than the actual content of the class.  Many of the academic buildings are in historic Renaissance villas and palaces (including the Middlebury Sede, which is in a famous palazzo designed by the 16th century architect Ammananti), but they are run down, poorly heated, there are not enough seats in the class, and at times, plaster falls from the walls.  Professors are always late, inaccessible, and often cancel class simply by not showing up.  The process of finding your bibliography and then finding the books is completely esoteric and there is no homework because your grade is dependent on one 10 min oral exam one-on-one with the professor.  If your exam happens to fall right before lunch break or coffee break or the professor is in a bad mood, you will often receive a C or a D despite your performance.  
Italian university is still very career based, and so the Italian students who study Letter e Filosofia are studying to become academics or are frivolously at university.  You find a lot of snobby women and arrogant men. I had one very snobby girl in several of my courses who was actually dating our 50 year old professor and took her oral exam with him.  Otherwise, the students in this particular Facolta` tend to be disinterested and disrespectful.  Few students attend class, even fewer ask questions, and many spend class sending text messages and answering their cellphones.  I have had professors answer their phones in class.  However, Lettere has a lot of Erasmus students (like inter-European study abroad) and a lot of students from Southern Italy, both of whom are very friendly and interested in meeting American students. 

The classes themselves, at least in the Dipartimento di Storia dell’Arte, are overcrowded.  Each module is overly comprehensive, usually requiring rote memorization of hundreds of slides.  The professors are completely incompetent regarding educational technology and still use slides (even though I am the sure the technology hookups in the classrooms are substandard anyway).  There are no slide lists and the professors make no effort to give you slide information.  The only way to find the slides is to purchase the CD, which is on sale at a different copy shop for every professor and is usually not made until after the exam.  
That said, I still found my courses at the Unversita` to be very useful to my overall formation.  While Middlebury focuses on discussion and concept comprehension, it was useful to take courses that stressed an understanding the foundations of certain periods and topics.  At least for art history, I felt many holes in my knowledge were filled.  It was also great to take courses that I would never be able to take in the US or at Middlebury.  I feel going to the University gave me a different perspective on art history and a larger breadth of knowledge.  
Additionally, Florence offered many intellectual opportunities not available in Ferrara or other European cities.  Florence as a city has more books than any other city in Europe.  This included many important libraries like the Biblioteca Nazionale and the Kunsthistorisches Institut. The latter is one of the most important libraries for late Gothic and Renaissance art in all of Europe and is very prestigious.  Through my connections at Middlebury, I was able to have access to this important collection despite not hold a Master’s degree, the usual requirement.  It is also very common for University classes to have field trips. I went to Pisa, Lucca, and San Miniato al Monte with my Romanesque Architecture Class and received a guided tour by my professor.  I also received guided tours of the Uffizi and the Palazzo Pitti (including the reserves) with my Dutch painting course, the professor being the ex-curator of the Palazzo Pitti.  For the Sede courses, field trips were also very frequent, including trips to all of the major museums and churches and to all of the major historic sites.  Florence provides an amazing opportunity for hands on learning. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Studying abroad was an interesting experience for me.  Being Italian American, it was strange to be in a foreign country where most of the people looked like you and acted like you.  More so than my peers, I felt as though I was able to fit in to Italian culture and I really felt as though I was discovering a part of who I am.  
Regarding American culture, I went to Italy with that typical attitude of European chauvinism, but I left really being proud to be an American, despite our current political system.  I feel as though I understand my identity as an American better and I am also very fortunate now of all the opportunities available to me at home.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Middlebury students are notorious for their inability to be alone.  Being abroad made me grapple with the fact that I was alone a lot and that wasn’t necessarily a bad thing.  I was already an independent person, but being abroad really allowed me to exercise my independence.  It also forced me to open up and make myself vulnerable. Sometimes, you need to harass people in order to make friends.  
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I would love to go back to Italy.  I hope I can make it back.  However, being abroad solidified in my mind that I do not want to study Italian art for the rest of my life.  Ironic, right?
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.


a)  classes:

Italian students usually live at home and go to University with the same friends that they went to elementary school with.  In addition, Europeans in general are not as fascinated with international students as Americans are.  However, many Italians are curious and will talk to you, but you need to make the effort.  I had many Italian students as my friends, but they were mostly male.  It wasn’t a sexual thing—Italian men and women are in pretty separate groups in their early 20s so men in the end enjoyed having female friends.  Also, I met a lot of Erasmus students with whom I became very close.  
Florence is a good system because you can take as many courses as you want at the University and supplement the rest with the Middlebury Sede.  The Sede provides support and a social network since you can spend time with other Middlebury program students or you can be on your own.  Having that home at the Sede I think gave me the stability in my everyday life that made it easier to go out, be independent and vulnerable. However, if you are not the type of student who can dissociate yourself from your comfort level, I would not recommend the Florence program because it is really easy to spend all of your time with your American friends.  You need to do the legwork on your own.  


b)  housing:

I lived with a host family outside of the city.  Taking the bus everyday was a pain, but where I lived was SO beautiful and calm.  My host parents were riot and did not speak English so I had so practice with my Italian and I learned so much about the culture. 
The second semester, I moved into the city into an apartment with an older feminist ex-professor. She was really cool and fun.  It was nice to meet someone so different from my very traditional host parents (who told me that if I didn’t get married by 23, I would be an old maid!). 

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I had a conversation partner through which I met many friends.  
I also joined the International Student Association and met and socialized with a lot of new people. 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


Italian






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

The first semester, I was exposed to so much Italian that I couldn’t process it. It took me a long time to see any dramatic improvement, but after a break from Italian while I was in Germany for Christmas, something settled in and my Italian began to rapidly improve.  Now, I feel that I am fluent in comprehension and reading.  I find that my writing is very strong, and my speaking is strong, but it is the aspect that I still have the most problems.  Some days I feel fluent, some days I feel as though I don’t know Italian. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, but it was a little unclear.  Once we arrived, our directors, Rosa, Laura, and Patrizia were so helpful and everything became so much easier and clearer. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Rosa Cuda is a miracle worker.  The way in which she is able to make the completely inefficient Italian University system Middlebury compatible is beyond my comprehension.  Some people have a problem with Rosa because they expect Middlebury amenities and bureaucracy, but she is an amazing woman and an amazing ally.  Don’t piss her off. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

The Florence program is in some ways less independent than the Ferrara program, but I feel as though it provides more dynamic social and academic opportunities.  The home stay option makes it so worthwhile and if you are an independent person, you can be as independent as anyone in Ferrara.  It depends on your personality. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I think it is important to take the general conceptions and stereotypes about the Italy program with a grain of salt.  It was always iterated that Ferrara was for more serious students looking for a more authentic experience.  However, I feel as though my academic experience in Florence, at least as an art history major, was so much more significant than it would have been in Ferrara because the enormously larger course offerings at the UnFi and the general intellectual community in Florence. Also, culturally, there is so much to do, but the city is small enough that you can really live there.  
I would suggest that students consider their academic interests and needs first when choosing a site.  Both places are fabulous, but if you have a major that is something other than Italian, you might have a better chance of getting credits transferred from Florence since it is one of the strongest universities in Italy, especially for Poli Sci and the humanities.  As an art history major, I cannot think of any reason NOT to go to Florence.  (Architecture is a different story).  The academics are fabulous, the learning is hands on, you can study with top art historians and do significant research in very prestigious libraries…and then go to the discoteca after. 

Finally, the best way to experience Italy is to find a significant other.  This is the most fun and effective way to improve your Italian and experience the real culture. There is something to be said about spending the night in a nearby city with your boyfriend for the first time and then waking up to have brunch with his mom, dad, little brother, and grandmother.  Ha!
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

A lot of my friends were cat called by men because they looked American.  I was generally left alone because I looked Italian (until I opened my mouth). I tended to get reverse discrimination: Italians often treated me better once they knew that I come from Italian roots. 
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 

Poli sci, economics, history, art history.  Many professors at the UniFi love Middlebury students and a few have even taught at Middlebury summer school.  
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Writing theory and Practice I 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intermediate 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Mid term, Final exam, final paper, weekly writing assignments

	Describe course content:

Looking at the Italian culture and language as way to improve writing 
(Prof.ssa Laura diPoffi)

Evaluate course:
Great professor, useless class.  Scrittura is not necessary or fun, but I think it has been changed. 


	2) Course title: General Medieval History/History of Tuscan Communal Government in the 12th and 13th century
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro/Intermediate
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One written exam, 2 oral exams

	Describe course content:

1000 years of history in 30 class hours (Module 1)

Then Tuscan politics and history (Module 2)

(Prof.ssa Muzz)
Evaluate course:
This class was useful for my major, but was by all means way too comprehensive for the amount of time it met.  Muzzi was really rude and anti-American.  She spit when she talked and slammed the desk randomly.  The Tuscan Communes part was so interesting because it is a very critical medieval period that is not well studied in the US.  


	3) Course title:

Comparative European Art history
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intermediate
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 oral exam
	Describe course content:

An inquiry into the potential influences of Hans Holbein, both Northern and Italian. 
 (Prof Tripps)
Evaluate course:

This was an excellent course and the Prof was great. It got a little too tedious at times.  Italian art history is really dry.


	4) Course title:

Introduction to Medieval Art 1

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 Oral exam
	Describe course content:

We studied the Romanesque art (mostly architecture) of Pisa and Lucca.  The prof was the expert on this field and the information was useful.  We went on 3 fieldtrips and I learned a lot.  

(Prof Guido Tigler). 
Evaluate course:

However, Tigler is a pig (he is 55 and is public dating his student.  They made out in public) and he is arrogant.  The class was fascinating because the information was something you would never learn about in the US, but you have to perservere through Guido Tigler. Blech. 



	5) Course title:

500 Independent Study

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One 25-30 pg research paper in Italian 

	Describe course content:

I wrote a paper on the Flemish influences of the 16th cent Sicilian painter Antonello da Messina. I worked one on one with a professor and was able to enter the famed Kunsthistorisches Institute.  
Prof. Carlo Cinelli

Evaluate course:

This was a fabulous learning experience with an end product that made me feel so proud of myself and actually see the progress I had made.  An independent study is the best way to improve your writing skills.  It was also nice to have an intellectual exchange with a professor.  


	6) Course title:

History of Florence

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Mid term, final, final paper

	Describe course content:

History of Florence from 1200 to 1600. Included a guided tour of the Medieval city and visits to the Palazzo Vecchio and the Palazzo Medici-Riccardi
(Prof. Franco Franceschi)
Evaluate course:
Franco is a dreamboat and the course is fun.  The information was a little too cutesy…for the lack of a better word.  It could have been a little more comprehensive. 



	7) Course title:

History Renaissance and Mannerist Art in Florence 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Mid term, final, mid term paper, final paper, 10 page long museum reviews. 

	Describe course content:

From Michelangelo to Pontormo. Really comprehensive and analytical history of art with 5 or 6 field trips. 

(Prof.ssa Nicoletta Pona)
Evaluate course:

This is an excellent course.  Prof.ssa Pons teaches at UniFi, but her approach is decidedly American.  She teaches effectively to art history majors and non majors alike. I learned a lot.


	8) Course title:

Contemporary History 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Midterm, Final, final presentation (of 1 hr). 

	Describe course content:

The modernization of Iran, Iraq, and Turkey and the involvement of Europe. 

(Prof. Roberto Mancini)
Evaluate course:

This is probably the BEST class I took while I was abroad.  I loved the professor. I loved the material.  Roberto was so intelligent and he loved teaching us and did not underestimate our intelligence.  Everything I learned was so useful. 



	9) Course title:

Byzantine Architecture

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intermediate

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 oral exam  

	Describe course content:

The history of Byzantine Architecture in the East from the advent of Christianity to the Ottoman invasion
(Prof. Giovanni Leoncini)

Evaluate course:

Leoncini really enthusiastic about architecture and a little inaccessible, but this course was probably the best I took at the University.  I loved the material and the way in which Leonicini structured the course based upon the development of certain architectural structures


	10) Course title:

Contemporary Art History III 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 oral exam


	Describe course content:

History of Art from 1950-2000

(Prof. Alessandro Nigro)

Evaluate course:

Interesting course material, but too much information and too many painting and too many pages of reading for a single module. Nigro is very sympathetic to International students. 


	11) Course title:

Comparative Painting 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intermediate

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 oral exam


	Describe course content:

Dutch Landscape painting in the 16th and 17th Centuries with 2 field trips, one to the Uffizi (including in the reserves) and the Palazzo Pitti. 

(Prof. Marco Chiarini)

Evaluate course:

Chiarini is the ex curator of the Palazzo Pitti so he is sort of a big shot but he was not an effective lecturer and pretty much an art history dinosaur.  He could not even work a slide projector!  The class was kind of dull.  Every landscape looked the same and every artist had played a “gioco con le nuvole”.  He was very generous at the exam. 



Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Everyone was helpful and friendly. But there really needs to be more information about the countries, cities, and especially universities before we decide where we want to go. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. I didn’t find them too helpful but I also don’t know how they could be improved.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

