STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution___Middlebury_College_____________________ Class __2008____


Major(s)____Sociology/Anthropology (Spanish Minor)__



 
Country in which you studied 
Mexico (Guadalajara)







Host University
Universidad de Guadalajara

City
Guadalajara

US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From August To December Year 
2007







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

I think the biggest eye-opener that I got from studying at U de Guadalajara was how easy it is to “fall through the cracks” and simply become a number in a system.  This was due to the sheer size of the university system as well as being a student on one of most heavily traveled campuses in the city (due to the presence of the vastly popular law school).  In all honesty I don’t feel like I learned a great deal in my classes.  Though this was undoubtedly associated with making poor choices in the initial course selection process, it also speaks to the intensity of course work in the entire U de G system.  Most of my learning occurred outside of class during periods of cultural exploration and interacting with friends and classmates.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

My time in Mexico definitely affected my perception of Mexican culture in the context of international political and economic discourse.  I arrived in Mexico with very few preconceptions about the place, other than the fact that they had a funny accent (I learned the bulk of my Spanish while living in Ecuador after High School) and used unique vocabulary; I wasn’t sure what I was going to find.  I don’t think that being in Mexico, or rather in Guadalajara, affected my perception of America because I was in a relatively cosmopolitan setting that was not unlike many American cities but when I left the sprawling metropolis I definitely began to view American culture with a highly critical eye.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

This is virtually impossible to address because I had my first “real” study abroad experience before arriving at Middlebury, but I think that being abroad truly helps with critical decision-making skills, particularly when assessing risk in possibly dangerous or unsettling situations.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Studying abroad in Latin America has made me want to continue to work and travel in the area and pursue job opportunities that will allow me to continue to speak Spanish.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.


a)  classes:

The classes were helpful insofar as serving as a community and a forum for interacting with other kids my age,  though they were not academically stimulating.


b)  housing:

Very helpful, because my host family was very friendly and had children around my age.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

N/A


d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

My internship was a great experience and allowed me to see a side of the city that I would not have if I were limited to the community of the college campus and my neighborhood.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I advanced significantly in my speaking and listening abilities but I don’t think I was challenged enough to advance my reading or writing considerably.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, to a certain degree.  By not having an advocate associated with Middlebury in Guadalajara (i.e. someone who was familiar with the tangled and corrupt bureaucracy of the university and government systems) made the process of obtaining student visas overwhelmingly complicated and frustrating.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes, but they should understand that they will have to work relatively hard to take anything substantive away from Guadalajara since it is relatively easy to re-create an Americanized comfort zone and basically forget that you are living in Mexico.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Get to know the area and pick your courses carefully.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

There is some discrimination against Americans and Black people, though the latter was far more intense in coastal regions.  Racist remarks were most commonly made in settings where alcohol was present and never around university functions.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 

There isn’t much homework at U de G

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Historia Politica de Mexico en el siglo XX

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 presentation

1 paper

Attendance was recorded


	Describe course content:

There was one 50 page book that composed the reading for the semester.  We did one big group presentation that took a fair amount of preparation, but the majority of the semester was spent in semi-interesting lectures with sporadic discussion.

Evaluate course:
Not a terrible course, but I would have liked something a little more challenging.



	2) Course title: Nahuatl

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Homework assignments (weekly)

2 tests

No written work of substance


	Describe course content:

Basic introduction to the language of the Aztecs and other indigenous peoples of central Mexico.

Evaluate course:
The professor was a walking corpse who had no pulse on what was going on in the class and his evaluation processes were laughable.  The material has potential if a better instructor is found.



	3) Course title:

Urban Sociology

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper/seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
In-class presentations

Discussion participation

Final paper (15pp.)
	Describe course content:

Slightly overwhelming format (rotating hour-long presentations among 4-5 students) grew tedious but the professor was engaging and the material was the most interesting I encountered while abroad.

Evaluate course:

Good course, but would only recommend to students with a background in the discipline of sociology.



	4) Course title: 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content: 

Evaluate course:



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

U.S. History

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Mid-level

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Weekly Homework

Final research project
	Describe course content:

I was hoping that the course would be taught from a Mexican perspective but instead we relied on translations of general American histories that were far from controversial.  The two Americans in the class actually served more as T.A.s than actual students as the professor frequently consulted us to answer questions that he could not.

Evaluate course:

I wouldn’t recommend this course unless the student were trying to skate through the semester.



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Nicole Chance is a godsend.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes,  but they were not particularly helpful.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No   No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  No

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No Yes




