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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name_________________ Home institution_middlebury College________________ Class __2006
Major(s)_International studies w/poli sci, latin American studies_______________________________    
Country in which you studied  Mexico

Host University  Middlebury

City  Guadalajara


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From  august 19
To  December 17
 Year 
2004


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

It is always nice to experience a new way of learning, and Guadalajara was certainly different.  The first thing I noticed was that the classroom situation was almost that of high school or junior high.  Students were often chatting and the professors didn’t have much control over the distractions.  The most annoying part was the constant answering of cell phones, something that would never fly at middlebury.  Department offices were also unorganized and students often had to wait an hour or so just to have a question answered.  Although it took a while to adjust to the new environment, I eventually grew accustomed to blocking out the unwanted distractions and had more patience with the situation in general.  It was a matter of stepping back and realizing things would not be as they are at midd.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I learned a lot about family life my first two months in mexico, before I changed living situations.  Living with a family allowed me to experience things that students in non-family residential situations could not.  It was interesting to discover Mexican perspectives about both Americans and other Mexicans, although I quickly realized that the family I was staying with was very judgmental and that I should be careful not to generalize all Mexicans as holding the same beliefs as my host family.  As I began making friends in the university I was able to get a better idea of Mexican youth, however, the university system in mexico is entirely different.  I was in classrooms with students from anywhere between 18 and 30 years old.  Being abroad makes you realize many things about your own culture, and it has made me more critical of some aspects, but also appreciative of others.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

After moving out of the host family’s house, I moved into a house with 4 other students.  Although it was not my first time living alone in a house/apartment, it was the first time that my parents and/or anybody I know were far enough away that they couldn’t help us out, forcing me and my housemates to deal with everything on our own.  For example, when the water suddenly decided not to work, when the bathroom flooded because the sink fell off the wall, or when the oven wouldn’t light we had to deal with it ourselves.  Although these incidents may seem trivial (and the old house was full of them), it’s definitely a different situation than here in the states, and much harder to resolve.  It made me realize that I dread going back into the dorm environment at middlebury, I feel like I’ve outgrown it.  Perhaps one of the personal qualities that I found most useful during my time abroad was my ability to entertain myself.  Although I made many friends in mexico, not having a campus meant that I saw much less of them and spent more time in my house with my housemates.  You definitely can’t sit around waiting for something to fall in your lap, you have to have the initiative to do something yourself.  There’s plenty to do in the city, you’ve just got to do it.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Studying abroad made me realize that I truly love what I’m studying, because for the first time I wasn’t simply reading about Latin America from a book, but I was experiencing it firsthand.  It made me realize that I wouldn’t mind living outside of the United States, opening up a wider range of career opportunities.  

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Choosing classes was complete chaos, but two of the three were excellent.  We were immediately forced to meet new students because of the way the classes were structured.  All readings were given to one student, who would make photocopies for the entire class.  We were expected to track down the students in order to get our readings, making it crucial that we know our classmates.  Considering teachers typically showed up late as well, we had time to converse before every class.


b)  housing:

My first two months in Guadalajara I lived with a host family, my second two I lived with 4 other students in a house.  I think the family stay is a good idea, although I was not assigned to the greatest family and left.  I was placed in a situation where the oldest son (22) was pressuring me to date him, making the whole living situation uncomfortable.  My “sisters” were incredible and it was difficult to leave them, but necessary.  Being the first year of midd students in Guadalajara we had to rely on housing provided by the UdG, which was super expensive.  I later moved into a house for a quarter of the price with other students, giving me more freedom to participate in extracurriculars and hang out with my Mexican friends.  I guess for me it was frustrating to know that I was expected to return home every day at 3 to eat when I would have much rather been doing something else with other students.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I joined a gym for a while, although when I changed neighborhoods the gym wasn’t so close anymore.  I took some cardio salsa classes and participated in international students events as well as a model UN.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I had an internship with the Feria Internacional del Libro, a truly outstanding organization.  It was incredible to be involved with the fair itself, the first week in October.  I would highly recommend this organization for any student in need of an internship.  

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
spanish





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

All areas of my Spanish improved tremendously, especially speaking.  Most improvement is from being forced to speak 24 hours a day.  I noticed improvement with my grammar as well, after hearing others speak I naturally picked up on many of their phrases.  I find that I understand Mexican Spanish very well, however, when watching movies from other countries its much more difficult to understand.  Perhaps this is due to the fact that I grew accustomed to Mexican slang and word choice.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Orientation was pretty good, Claudio came down for about 4 days to take us around the university and such, although we had to find our way around the city ourselves.  Prior to departure I would have liked to have known more about mexico, the practical things about what to bring and to expect, etc.  Support was weak well we were there, but Claudio got sick and missed one of his visits.  My first month there I felt somewhat stranded and lost and it only worsened when he couldn’t come to clear things up with us.  Much of the confusion was about assignments, etc, but I feel that we should have at least received phone calls when he missed his visit, because not everything can be solved over email.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Claudio was approachable and concerned about our well being and almost always responded to our emails promptly.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
xx Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would recommend that other students attend this program, for although we ran into some problems, they were mostly bugs due to the fact that this was the first year that midd has had a program in mexico.  I think it is an excellent city, it is safe and easily learned in one semester.  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

First, you must go with an open mind.  Things will not run smoothly, dealing will the university will be time consuming and at times a pain in the butt, things will move slowly.  But, be patient.  It is not Middlebury, it is not the United States, but that doesn’t mean it is bad.  It is important to be exposed to other cultures because it allows you to view your own from outside.  I think that all students should consider studying abroad at least one term.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I was shocked by some of the racist comments I heard coming out of the mouths of my classmates, but realized that it was more of a verbal discrimination than any type of violent discrimination.  Comments about African Americans and indigenous people were very derogatory, although none of my African American friends had any real problems.  It was more of just repeating stupid stereotypes.  Guadalajara is an interesting place because it is referred to as the “gay capital of mexico” yet has a truly conservative population as well, making for an interesting mix.  I had some friends who were very liberal, while others would straight up say that “gays are ruining the world.”  Perhaps part of this is due to the fact that the catholic church is very present in mexican society and the Bible is often used to justify any action or idea.  It was not uncommon to be approached by women in the street trying to convince you to go to church, etc, although I quickly gave up trying to explain that no, I’m not catholic, but yes, I am Christian.  Nobody had heard of the greek orthodox church.  It was a little frustrating because they knew that I was a foreigner, making me an easy target.  At first I felt threatened by the constant cat calls and such in the streets, but I got used to hearing them and pushed them out of mind, but it is something that was definitely present every single day.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Historia sociopolitical de America latina

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Third year (of a 4 year program)

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
We were expected to turn in notes/summary of our reading every week.  We had two essay exams and one presentation on a country.


	Describe course content:

As the title would suggest, political history of latin America.  We spent time looking at the various topics such as the pinochet dictatorship, democracy in latin America, human rights, etc.  

Evaluate course:
An excellent course, I would recommend it to any student.  Look for it offered by the professor Jorge Ceja Martinez.  He’s a bit anti American but the content of the course is excellent.



	2) Course title:  Historia del Arte en Jalisco

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 oral presentations, accompanied by papers


	Describe course content:

We started out the year studying prehispanic art and went all the way through recent times.  We touched on art of the mayan and Aztec civilizations as well as more recent works of diego rivera and frida.
Evaluate course:
Not a very heavy workload, but definitely an interesting class.  The highlight for me was walking through downtown Guadalajara looking at the art and architecture.  The professor was very intelligent.  I would recommend this class.



	3) Course title:

Derecho Migratorio

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 exam, 1 final paper
	Describe course content:

Immigration law, examination of types of visas and requirements necessary to live within, leave, or enter mexico. 

Evaluate course:

This course did not turn out to be as it was presented the first day of class.  I was under the impression it was going to deal with current immigration issues, have more discussion, etc. but instead dealt with determining which type of visa to give a person when entering mexico.  The professor was terrible, often arriving 45 minutes late (if at all) and leaving at least an hour early from every class, and the class only met once a week.



	4) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I worked mostly with Nicole Chance and found her to be quite helpful when I had questions that needed to be answered.  The only frustration we had in mexico was that middlebury didn’t pay our tuition to the UdG for about a month, leaving us hanging without student ID’s or anything.  This wasn’t necessarily the fault of OCS but it was really rough on us students.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Pre departure meetings and the information in the handouts is sufficient, although I think it would be nice to provide a “guide” to the city/school abroad with suggestions and hints for future students.  Something to orient us before we get down there, something to better prepare us, even if it’s random information about public transportation, places to go, or university schedules.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?    x  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




