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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name__ ____ Home institution___Middlebury College_____________ Class __2007____
Major(s)_______Spanish and Mathematics___________________________________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied
Mexico


Host University
Universidad de Guadalajara
City
Guadalajara

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From 15th of August
To 18th of December
 Year 
 2005


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

Being in a different academic environment I was able to experience Mexican culture fully. Specifically, through classes that I have chosen I was able to gain a great amount of knowledge about Mexican writer, about Mexican art and tradition. Also, I was able to compare and to experience how a student in Guadalajara lives and leads his/her own life. In addition, I benefited in terms of that I experienced different type of teaching styles and the way that professors use their time and the way that students use their time. For example, I got involved in cultural life outside of university through proposals that gave my professors, for example I visited many book presentations, many theatre performances, many debates, and many art exhibitions.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

All the time that I spent studying abroad I spent comparing Mexican culture with American and my host culture which is Serbian. It was inevitable not to make comparisons and not to criticize all the countries that I lived in before studying abroad in Mexico. Basically I have to admit that the way that people live in Mexico is very similar to the way that people live in Serbia. Well, I mean in terms of not being too stressed out about work or homework or anything in particular. Also, I had a lot of discussions about politics which is very common in my country. I noticed that young people in Mexico are not that interested in going to see theatre performances which is completely opposite from my country where people are extremely devoted to theatre. 

By studying abroad, my perception about the U.S. has not changed much, but there are things that I appreciate a lot and that is the organization (in the U.S. the organization at university is great compared to the organization at Universidad de Guadalajara where for example it took three months to get identification card). Also, I realized that in American culture it is not common to do the group work at university whereas in Mexico it is really common to do the group work and to help each other. I have to admit that there is not that much sense of individuality in Mexico, people are more concentrated on community.        

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

During my study abroad, I grew as a person in terms of I learnt how to live with a family that is not my biological family. I learnt to be more independent, to take initiative, to explore, to organize time and basically to be responsible for all of my actions. The personal qualities that I have found most useful were being open to people and professors, being friendly, being ready to experience anything, have a sense of living on your own.    

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

By studying abroad, my academic and personal goals have been accomplished if I can say that. First of all, I wanted to be able to speak and write Spanish almost fluently and I think by the end of the program my Spanish improved tremendously. Also, I wanted to get to know, learn and understand more about Mexican history, art and writers, therefore through my professors I managed to accomplish this goal. During my internship I learnt that I was able to do translation from English to Spanish therefore I realized that for my career goals this can be an option.       

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I think I was really successful in integrating in the culture through classes since that was they way in which I met most of my friends and that was the way in which I was able to have a life outside of university, meaning they gave me an opportunity to visit museums, to see movies, to go to theatre, to go to art and book presentations.  


b)  housing:

I was living with a family that Middlebury has chosen for me and I stayed with a family for the whole time. At the beginning, it was a little bit hard to get used to new way of living and some rules. After a while I got used to the family and that was my support in a foreign country. They were really helpful to explain things and in general they were ready to support me in any way and to help me.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

As an extra curricular activity, I think I can mention discussions and debates that I was participating in at the university. Basically, every professor and also every department at university has activities almost every day and through professors and students you find out about different activities. It was really useful since it gave me extra knowledge about the Mexican culture.   

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I absolutely loved internship and after classes, that was the most valuable thing that helped me integrate in the culture. Through internship (I was working with NGO that was working with rural women, actually helping rural women to develop their economic individuality and elevate their self esteem) I visited many rural places in Mexico, I moved from my comfort zone and experienced different ways in which people live. I learnt about the position of women in Mexico. I assisted in the first feminist meeting that took place in Guadalajara. In general, this was a great filter to experience Mexican culture.   

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I think that I made a great progress in speaking, reading (I am so much faster no when I read and I do not use a dictionary), writing (now, it is so much easier to write in Spanish and it does not take such a long time). More specifically, in speaking I hardly think now before I speak, now sentences and structures and tenses come naturally and I do not think about grammar that much. This experience improved my Spanish skills tremendously.   
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

My host institution and program provided me with all adequate information prior to my departure and it was a great help and support while I was there. Yes, it was presented accurately. I did not have any surprises.   
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, the resident director was competent, effective and helpful and also he was approachable and concerned about my well being and my success always sometimes too much, but definitely he was ready to help and to make our stay in Mexico a pleasant and great experience.   
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes, I would recommend this program and the university. I was at Universidad de Guadalajara which is a public university and I had a great experience in terms of finding friends and people being open to me and being helpful and ready to integrate with me. Also, this program offers the opportunity to do internship and all the rules that Middlebury program has help you to integrate more and to learn the language better.  
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Definitely, I would recommend to anyone to study abroad. I would even make it as a must but that is hard. You grow as a person completely and also I would recommend this program and university in particular. Lots of students do not want to chose Mexico as a country to study abroad because they think it is very similar to the U.S. and because it is close to the U.S. Well, even though Mexico has a lot of influence from the U.S. which is hard not to have, Guadalajara has its own culture, its own tradition, history and art.  
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Well, I would warn female students about discrimination since there was an obvious influence of machist society. Well, I was not able to walk on a street without men saying something about my look. At the beginning, I did not mind because I was warned about it, but then later it really bothered me a lot. The advice that I can give is only to try to ignore it and try to get used to it. It is hard but that depends on a person. I found it hard to get used to it. Other type of discrimination I did not experience. Well, at university I had more male friends then female and I always wondered why, but I would not call that discrimination.   
[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I would say that history and literature department at Universidad de Guadalajara has academic strength and I would recommend to other students.  

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Historia del arte en Jalisco
(History of art in Jalisco)
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

It was in a category of optional courses. 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
We wrote two papers during the semester and at the end you write a 12 page paper as an exam. 

	Describe course content:

We learnt about paintings, painters, sculptures, music, theatre, film in Jalisco from prehespanic art until nowadays.  
Evaluate course:
The course is extremely interesting and the professor gives lectures and most of the things I learnt in class. There are readings to do and the most interesting was a research final paper. The professor was not that demanding and I would recommend this course. Also, we visited museums and went on a tour of Guadalajara.  


	2) Course title: Historia del cine en Jalisco (History of film in Jalisco)
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

It was an optional course. 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
We had to write one paper during a semester and then as a final exam we did a group project where we analyze a movie. 

	Describe course content:

We learnt all techniques how to analyze and comment on a movie. Also, we watched all movies and learnt about development of a film in Jalisco since the first movie was made until nowadays. Also, as a part of homework we had to watch one movie each week (the movie was chosen in class before) and we will discuss it in class.   
Evaluate course:
I will recommend this course to anyone. It is great course and professor gets you interested. He is organized and makes you love the course. Great course! 


	3) Course title: Literatura mexicana del siglo xx (Mexican literature of 20th century)
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

It is upper level. 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
We had to write two papers and also participation in class. 
	Describe course content:

We had to read for each class a novel, or a poem or a short story and all of these were from Mexican writer of twentieth century. We would analyze and discuss the reading in class. 
Sometime the professor would combine music with poetry and also did some experiments. 
Evaluate course:

It is a course that I will also recommend since even though you do not have a lot of knowledge about literature you do not need for this course because you will learn during the course. Also, the professor always gives you and recommends the opportunity to visit museums, visit theatre and art shows and book presentations. She links the class knowledge with outside experience. She is also very open to international students. 



	4) Course title: Politica cultural y social en America Latina (Cultural and social politics in Latin America)
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
We had presentations, readings and we had a research paper at the end. 
	Describe course content:

We learnt about prehispanic history, then colonialization, then wars for independence, then revolutions, transitions to democracy, social movements in Latin America. From the beginning, the students were the ones who chose what they wanted to study and then we had a topic for each class and every student will bring something that he/she has found. It will be a collective debate and exchange of knowledge.  Besides of finding historical books, we had to search for poems, writers, music, comics, movies anything that was a social product and that had to do with the topic.  
Evaluate course:

I learnt a lot since for each topic I had to research a lot and almost everything involved all Latin America. I gain a lot of knowledge through this course. The professor though she is not fan of capitalism and she will use any opportunity to criticize it. 


	5) Course title: Internship
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Most of my work was in the office, I would copy, send fax, I would write memories, I would translate, I would visit and participate in workshops, I would take photos, I would make posters, basically all the office work. I also visited a lot of rural areas and got to know the situation in which women live. I participated in feminist meetings. 
Evaluate course:

It was a great experience and any student if he/she can should do an internship. 


	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I interacted every time when I needed help and they responded promptly and they helped always. I had a great interaction. No complains. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes I attended all the meetings and they were really helpful. Also, handouts were helpful and I do not have any recommendation for improvement. Maybe, on the meetings to bring more students that went abroad. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

I do not have complains therefore only if you would like me to talk about my experience, I would be happy to have a meeting with off campus study. 
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   Yes, I will be happy to do this.
May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   I do not have a problem.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




