STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution___Middlebury____________ Class __08___
Major(s) International politics and economics 
Country in which you studied: Mexico
Host University University of Guadalajara
City Guadalajara




US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From  August
To December
 Year 

2006-2007








Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

I found it not too difficult to adjust.   It was mostly a matter of figuring out what was expected of you in each class- just like it is at home.  Being in a different academic environment was beneficial as it showed me what is beyond the “Midd bubble.” 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I feel like I knew nothing about my host culture before study abroad. I feel like I know so much more than before, yet not nearly enough still.  It reaffirmed my belief that American culture is not understood/thought kindly of in other parts of the world. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Patience was a useful virtue. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It hasn’t. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I integrated so-so. People already had their own groups to study and such in.

b)  housing:

I integrated well. I lived with a family and they were great. I think this was the most valuable for helping me integrate. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

None
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I didn’t integrate well at all. I felt like an outsider the entire time there. I wasn’t comfortable enough with my Spanish to speak up and talk to anyone really in the beginning and then when I was it just felt like it would be awkward to all of a sudden start talking.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


Spanish






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I improved in all of the components of language study- speaking in general, and reading, writing and understanding especially from classes.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Orientation (by Midd) was seemed kind of rushed. There was no orientation by the school? There was sufficient support while there.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

She was approachable and all, you just had to ask many times if you wanted something to get done. It took a long time for things to get done. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  
The university was good. There was a friendly atmosphere in the majority of my classes. The other students were really friendly and helpful.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would advise that you get yourself out there and meet people in the beginning. The people there were great. You just have to make an effort to immerse yourself.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

There was a lot of comments/whistling from guys on the streets, but you just have to ignore it.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Not that I can think of. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: US History
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

7th semester (out of 8)
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, expositions, homework, attendence

	Describe course content:

Course content included textbook readings that we were required to read and take turns explaining in groups to the rest of the class. We also had to write commentaries on the readings individually. We had a final project that required us to go to the city archives to research and then write a paper on a topic related to an event that happened in the US or Mexico and how that influenced the other country.
Evaluate course:
This was a very interesting course because it gave a different perspective to US history. 


	2) Course title:

Philosophy of PreHispanic Cultures
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Optional course
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Attendance, homework, final project.

	Describe course content:

In this class we discussed various prehispanic cultures. We viewed DVDs, read textbooks, listened to lectures and had readings for homework. Despite all of these medias, the dominant theme of the class seemed to be that not much is known about many of these cultures, especially the less known, less studied cultures.
Evaluate course:
This course was good, although I felt there wasn’t enough actual content. The enthusiasm of the teacher for the subject made up for that though. 


	3) Course title:

History of social movements
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

5th out of 8 semesters
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, attendence
	Describe course content:

Through papers, readings and lectures we covered the more philosophical/theoretical roots of social movements and then examined various movements throughout history. 
Evaluate course:

This course was difficult. The material was dense, and not having studied this before at all, difficult to understand. It wasn’t the Spanish, but rather the material itself that made the long readings even longer for me. Since the readings were difficult, the papers on the readings were also challenging. Despite this all, however, I learned a lot.


	4) Course title:

Nahuatl
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

optional
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Homework, attendance, final exam
	Describe course content:

We studied the Nahuatl language and some of the culture associated with the language.
Evaluate course:

This was a good course, but its not possible to learn sufficient amounts of a language in one semester.


	5) Internship at the American Chamber, Guadalajara

	Describe:

I interned at a business that seeks to promote business and trade between Mexico and the US. I was asked to mainly do internet searches to find information that their members were interested in. Examples of this include information about tequila distributors in certain parts of the country, hotels and restaurants in other parts and exporters of certain products to Mexico. 

Evaluate:

I thought that this internship had a lot of potential. I found it to be a bit boring though. There was little contact with everyone else, and I didn’t really get to learn a lot about the business. I think for this to have been the best experience, one would need to be very comfortable with Spanish (I wasn’t at the very beginning) and comfortable in a business setting. Additionally, I think one would need to speak up and ask questions and such if they wanted to get the most out of this.


	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

They were great whenever I needed anything. Very friendly and very helpful. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I attended. They were helpful. I can’t think of any way to improve it.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

__



