STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_____Middlebury College______________________________ Class __2008____
Major(s)____International Politics and Economics______________________________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied: Mexico










Host University  Universidad de Guadalajara


City
Guadalajara






US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From August 18
To  December 15
 Year 

2006








Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

The experience of seeing how different the educational system was eye-opening. Not being able to access all the lovely resources Middlebury offers such as computer labs, unlimited printing make me more cognizant of the fact that in this increasingly globalized world, we are forced to compete with students who are denied some of the luxuries we enjoy. At the same time many of them were hardworking and well informed on world affairs. This allowed me to realize that education is what you make of it notwithstanding your circumstance and that the important indicators to success are dedication and commitment. Contrarily, some students were also very lax in their approach to their work and so I found myself confused as to why some students worked so hard and others seemed to not care. Their work not far from sloppy and they espouse a last minute approach to their work.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

My perception of Mexican culture was influenced by its portrayal through the U.S. media. Being from Jamaica made it very difficult to not hold the view of Mexicans as short, indigenous, unskilled and wanting to immigrate to the U.S. for a better life. It was not until I was fully integrated into Mexican culture that I did away with this negative outlook. However, the culture was very Americanized in terms of the malls, architecture, and infrastructure but at the same time Mexican heritage was still respected and appreciated by many. The people are proud of their culture and very critical of U.S. foreign policy. Well I always thought of the U.S. as a great influence on other cultures and while this proved true, Mexicans still were very critical of the international agenda of the United States allowing me to develop a very impartial outlook on foreign policy.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

My study abroad experience contributed significantly and has made me a better student. First, I have come to appreciate and recognize my privilege but not in a condescending way. I plan to now take advantage of the wonderful opportunity at Middlebury College and explore ways in which I could work to extend such a privilege to the disadvantaged. Being from a developing country myself I felt as if I had lost focus on my goal and being in Mexico gave me time to refocus. I have also become more confident and friendly with people. Assimilating to another culture has challenged me to question and break down personal barriers. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Academically, I am more focused and determined in being a multifaceted student in the areas of politics, economics and international studies. These areas I think form the strongest core of a liberal arts education for someone interested in challenging institutionalized ideals in order to create a more equal and less oppressive society. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

A bit difficult for at times I did not understand what was going on or being discussed. It did however help that I did most of the readings which improved my writing and reading ability. Also, I gained more confidence in speaking as my professors challenged me to add my international background to their discussions. 

b)  housing:

I wish their was on-campus housing or the program be moved to a campus where we can live on-campus. This way as students we can have constant speaking practice and on-going integration in the culture. I had requested to live with a family that had at least one kid who went to my school or was regularly at home. This was not the case. So I found myself many days going to school for only 2 hours and then lonely for the rest of the day. The only communication I had at home was dinner time with the family of 2 elderly persons which lasted for 30 minutes.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Football
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Internship at a microfinance organization. 
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?




Spanish




What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made significant progress in all aspects of the language. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

This was somewhat. I had difficulty in choosing classes especially since it is customary for the professors to miss the first week of classes. Each course did have an outlined syllabus and was well-organized. They also were very demanding. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, he was extremely helpful. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

It is a good school with many wonderful and friendly people who are all respectful, helpful and very open.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Try to not stick to one crowd or one activity. Branch out and meet as many people as possible. This way you keep the experience new, diverse and exciting for the full-time that you are there. Go to the gym as well. It is really reasonable and gives you something to do when you are bored. 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Yes, the Public Policy course is excellent. The professor is Roberto Arias. Also, Elizabeth Vargas is also very brilliant. She is the head of the IS department
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Introduction to International Studies
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Introductory
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers
Exams

Presentation


	Describe course content:

War, Peace-building, Foreign Policy, International Organizations, Multinational Corporations, International Diplomacy
Evaluate course:
Excellent course which covered primarily the basic introductory topics needed in the exploration of international studies


	2) Course title:

Public Policy
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers

	Describe course content:

Implementation of public policy; designing public policy; assessment and evaluation of public policy; carry out case studies; choosing between alternative public policy
Evaluate course:
This was my favorite course and I learned a lot in the area of public policy and policy analysis.


	3) Course title:

Political Comparison of North America
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers,
Presentation
	Describe course content:

American Religious Configuration, NAFTA; U.S., Canada and Mexico political relations, Prospects for integration, American Ideology; Canadian Ideology; Mexican history with the United States
Evaluate course:

Excellent course with substantial reading which had wonderful insight. This was a course that I think was well organized and the discussions were profound. I do not think I would have learned this much at Middlebury College.


	4) Course title:

Sociopolitical History of Mexico
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Introductory
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers

Homework
	Describe course content:

Mexican presidential hisoty

Evaluate course:

Not that great of a course. I did not learn a lot and it was really disorganized. 


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

It was great! Nicole Chance is really hardworking and gets the job done. If it was not for her I would not have been able to get away from Middlebury College.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes I did. They were all very helpful and informative. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




