STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution______Pomona_____________________________ Class _08___
Major(s)_______________Latin American studies___________________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied
Mexico










Host University
Universidad de Guadalajara
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Guadalajara





US sponsor (if different from host university)
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August 2006
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 Year 

2006








Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

I got a very different perspective on cultural attitudes towards education. I learned a lot about the shortcomings of American liberal arts education and how American students take a lot of things for granted. I really enjoyed the more home-based environment more. It’s a lot more family-centric than in America, which I appreciated. More collectivist. Also the education in Mexico is a lot more theory-based and text-oriented rather than the free-flowing liberal American social science classes.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

It helped me to see American culture from an outside perspective. As an Asian American I realized more of the nuances in the way I am very steeped in American culture, as well as the aspects of American culture that I do not identify so much with. I now realize that it is very, very hard to identify firsthand with any culture no matter how long you spend in it unless it is yours to begin with. I do feel a little bit that I understand my host culture better. I definitely understand the economics and politics a lot better, especially in relation to the States. This has enhanced my opinions on ‘free’ trade, economic policy, globalization, and Western cultural hegemony.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I grew a lot closer to my family while I was abroad. I got a lot better at keeping in touch with people and also better at commitment. I found it useful my confidence in learning new languages and in adapting to people of different political persuasions. Also my experiences with at times feeling like an outsider or feeling excluded from American culture helped me in feeling in similar ways in my host culture. I am now a lot more confident in my abilities to learn a new language, and survive on my own in independent situations.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It has made me want to take on a human-rights, humanitarian oriented career. I am now very interested in improving the foreign image of the US because it needs a lot of improving. I also now want to test my ability to learn foreign languages; I am planning on learning French and Portuguese. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

It went well. I was sometimes hesitant to participate in discussion in the larger classes but classmates were extremely helpful in this regard. It’s best to keep an open mind; the way classes are run in other countires differs a lot from the way we are used to in the US. Make friends and talk to local students about what THEY think about the class instead of evaluating them based on your own background and experiences.

b)  housing:

I personally found it a lot more helpful to move out of my ultraconservative host family and in with some students who were my own age. It helped me adapt to my own age group and demographic a lot better. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Internship with MAMA AC (nonprofit working with educating and housing street children). Some political activities which your school study abroad director will probably discourage. Going to lots of concerts, the international book fair, etc. 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

see above
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Everything got better tenfold. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

No. I had so many problems with my visa and I got no help with any of it. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

There was no onsite director. Sandra, the registrar at the UdeG, was approachable but not helpful. Everything ran very slowly with a lot of bureaucracy. After awhile I just got used to not ever having any of my questions or concerns answered. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? x FORMCHECKBOX 
 xYes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes. It’s a good experience. It’s very independent, which I liked overall; I just wish they had informed us of really simple things like the visa issue. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I’d like to reiterate that it’s extremely independent. A lot of it has to do with how you behave yourself and what kinds of friends you make. Please do not expect the university to be anything at all like the privileged private liberal arts institution you probably come from. 
Feel free to contact me for more personalized information.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Yes Just be open-minded, confident, firm. Do not try to judge or compare people’s behavior with the race/gender dynamics you are used to from the States. It is not going to be the same. 
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Hard to say…some classes that I took advantage of that are not offered at American universities were some indigenous/preHispanic language/history/philosophy courses. Also more regional stuff like Jaliscan history, Jaliscan art history, Jaliscan literature, etc.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Historia de los Movimientos Sociales
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

5th semester 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Discussion participation, class presentations, papers

	Describe course content:

History of social movements around the world including China, Peru, Mexico, Eastern Europe
Evaluate course:
The teacher was very, very good and knew a lot of things


	2) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Literatura mexicana siglo XX, 8th semester
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Discussion participation, one final paper
	Describe course content:

Survey of Mexican authors, mostly poetry, from the twentieth century.
Evaluate course:
The teacher was very good but the discussions were not. She did not very often let students express opinions. 


	3) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Sociedad y Economia de Mexico, 5th semester
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exams, homeworks, final paper
	Describe course content:

Basic economic concepts, then much more involved theoretical stuff about developing economies focusing on economic history of Mexico
Evaluate course:

I loved the content of this course. I did not like some of my classmates’ attitudes.


	4) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Idioma Nahuatl I, elective
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Homeworks, final exam, oral exams
	Describe course content:

Beginning vocabulary, grammatical principles of Nahuatl. Some cultural/literary readings.
Evaluate course:

Good. Funny professor. Not as much ground covered as I would have liked. 


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Did not have very much interaction, but Nicole Chance was very helpful with everything. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

No I don’t think so
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No NO
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No   NO
May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No   YES
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

My professor recommended it to me as a program that was very independent and therefore good for me
Why did you choose this particular program and site?

I wanted to go to Mexico and I wanted a program with direct enrollment in a university
Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

I didn’t really know what to expect. I didn’t expect to move out of my host family and I did not expect to have as much fun, meet as many cool people, or have as many amazing experiences as I did. 
Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I strongly urge you to tell students more accurate information about the visa. I had so many problems with mine. 
Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Not that I could think of.  Some challenges involved with being the only Asian American student. 
Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Yes. Smith Campus Center Ste #118, 170 E Sixth Street Box #1289, Claremont CA 91711. 
Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




