STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution____Middlebury College_______________________________ Class 2008______
Major(s)___Economics/Chinese Joint _______________________________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied
Mexico










Host University
Universidad de Guadalajara


City
Guadalajara






US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From    Feb.
To June
 Year  2007










Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

It was rather easy to adjust since I've already been through an intense two years at Middlebury College where the daily workload and stress is overwhelming.  For that reason, getting into the relaxed setting in Mexico was like a vacation.  Of course, the classes were difficult but the work wasn't as hard on an every-day basis.  There were also no deadlines for when to hand in material.  That was easy to get used to because I think that everyone in the world knows how to procrastinate.  The mexican professors like to give a general deadline for the homework, essays, etc. but usually if you hand in the work a month later you're still fine and will get complete credit.  I benefitted from absorbing a more relaxed worldview in terms of study and the way you can let stress affect your life.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture?  I had already studied Spanish for quite a while and spent a few months living in the country prior to my study abroad. So, needless to say, I already had an experienced understanding of the culture.  But, I did learn that public transportation is a joke.  There is no accountability at all on the part of the bus drivers and they choose exactly who they want to stop the bus for and who they don't.  Also, I learned that everything gets done a lot more slowly, for example visas.  It depends on if you know anyone on the inside; if you know no one, you can be guaranteed that you won't get your visa or any other goverment or scholastic form for a very long time.  I see America as a much more stressed out country that has lost a lot of the traditional family values that the mexicans still uphold.  
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?  I finally learned to fend for myself.  I cooked almost all my meals, lived in my own apartment where I had to pay the rent every month as well as the cable bill, internet bill, gas bill, and electric bill.  All of those responsabilities really require a maturing process for any individual.  It was a heavy dose of reality that helped me mature into who I am now.  Friendliness is a personal quality that no one can have enough of.  If you are friendlly anywhere in this world you are going to have a much easier time LIVING.  Making friends means having people to support you if anything happens, people to laugh with you and teach you new things.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?  My previous academic and career goals haven't changed at all, rather have been more concreted by studying abroad.  I realized that I will never be able to make any money in Mexico because even the higher paid executives of firms only make $60,000 a year which should be a starting salary.  So, I'm sticking with the plan of international business with China; we'll see where it takes me. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:  Best thing to do is make friends who can explain things you may have missed during the class, especially since in the beginning you may miss some points made by the professor.


b)  housing: I recommend getting your own housing since problems will always arise living with a family.  The two girls I knew who lived with a family left after only a month for that reason.  I avoided it altogether and got my own place from the start.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list): Soccer is a passion, so take up the sport.  I was already an accomplished player when I went so I fit in well, playing speed soccer every week.  It's a great way to integrate oneself in the 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.): The internship was my favorite part of my time in mexico.  I made some memories there that I will honestly, although it sounds sappy, cherish for the rest of my life.  I have this new huge list of friends who I can call anytime for anything in the future.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

improved an amazing amount -helps to have a native girlfriend
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Claudio was a superstar.  He told me all i needed to know, set me up with the people in charge there in Guadalajara, and explained all the rules (which there are none). :)

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

see above.....Like I said, Claudio made my experience an even better one.  We hung out every time he was in town and he made sure to check up on me time to time in case anything happened.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  Yes   No

Why or why not?









  

It's the only way to really improve upon a language you're studying and as Guadalajara is one of the biggest cities in mexico (second-largest behind Mexico City) there are a million things to do, even watch professional soccer teams play.  If you're a guy it's a dream to be in Mexico because the beautiful women outnumber the men by a suprising margin.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Learn to make friends, be outgoing, and avoid the police at all costs - If you don't want to avoid them then make sure you have a lot of money on you to avoid going to jail. There is corruption everywhere in Mexico and you will have the chance to experience it.  Embrace it and learn from it.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

The men are extreme machos like myself, which can have it's downsides and upsides for women.  Women are expected to do things like cook, clean, etc. which a man will hardly ever help to do, while the men are expected to pay for absolutely everything like meals, dates, movie tickets, and bills.  Regarding these issues....I mean just accept it because you're not going to change a whole culture and the U.S. was the same way just 30 years ago.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The professors are very caring and understanding.  Don't be afraid to ask for their help or advice.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:Contemporary China

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

6th semester (upper)

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
exams and homework


	Describe course content:

reading, summaries that can be used on the two exams

Evaluate course:
Boring Course but an easy grade because the questions are right from the reading and you can use your summaries on the exam.



	2) Course title:Mexican International Trade

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
presentations, exams, reading summaries


	Describe course content:

reading with summaries, presentations, lots of lecture

Evaluate course:
this teacher has an incredible knowledge of what she is teaching.  i would recommend it in a second



	3) Course title: Mexican Social Political history in the 20th century

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
exams, presentations, lots lots lots of reading
	Describe course content:

Great course with a great teacher.  lots of reading, to the extreme, but you learn a lot about a very interesting topic.

Evaluate course:




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study: They were incredible when i cut my foot, even sending a get better card. They also responded very quickly to every email.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

yes,...yes....find someone who was there but prepares better for the presentation on the city.  There are a lot of things I would share that the student who avised me didn't tell me.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 Yes    No
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      Yes    No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      Yes    No

