STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_______Middlebury College____________________________ Class __2009____


Major(s)____History______________________________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
Russia







Host University    
Irkustk State University


City

Irkutsk



US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From       September 2007
To      December 2007
 Year 



2007




Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

I don’t think I adapted very well.  The Russian style is very different, involving a great deal of lecture.  It was hard to follow the teacher in my mainstream.  The special courses designed for international students worked much better.  
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I understand better how cultures can be simply different.  There is no special, unifying reason for the differences; they simply exist outside of a system and independent of attempts at prediciton.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad probably increased my already considerable cynicism and nihilism.  Which is not to say it was a bad experience.  It just reinforced the meaninglessness and contingency of everything.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I’d like to return to Russia – other than that, it didn’t have too much of an effect.  I’m still interested in what I’ve always been interested in: history.  I still have the same career plans. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.


a)  classes:

I didn’t integrate well into my mainstream.  It was pure lecture and I had difficulty keeping up.  Other classes were mostly fun and relatively productive, thanks to enthusiastic teachers and the other students.  


b)  housing:

I liked my host family and think this method is a good one, even if it isn’t always what a student wants at the time.  Living with a strange family in a different language is hard, but rewarding.  I had internet access at my house, which was an enormous block to immersion.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I didn’t participate in extra-cirricular activities. 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Likewise.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Russian







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Oddly enough, though we kept the pledge among we students almost perfectly, I did not notice a great improvement in my Russian.  I blame this mostly on lots of internet use.  I probably progressed most in speaking and aural comprehension. 

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, though perhaps the efforts to warn us of the dangers in Russia were over-emphasized and prevented us from exploring as much as we could’ve.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes.  Elisabeth was helpful and encouraging and easy to get in touch with.  

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Irkutsk offers lots of opportunities for immersion and adventure – as long as the student is brave and out-going.  You have to work through timidity, worry/fear, and so on.  If you can, you’ll have a great time and learn a lot.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Don’t take your computer.  Don’t use the internent.  Go exploring.  Take risks.  

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Not really.  

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 

I have no special knowledge of ISU’s particular strengths or weaknesses.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Russian Film

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): essays

	Describe course content:  we watched movies and then wrote short essays on them.

Evaluate course: usually interesting movies, occasionally they were horrifically boring.  essays were basically ungraded.  a good place to relax and watch russian-language movies, but not much instruction or testing.


	2) Course title: Conversation practice

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): homework assignments, like essays and worksheets

	Describe course content: discussion about homework mostly.  we learned about conversational and literary russian with an interest in improving our phrasing and syntax and so on.  

Evaluate course: okay.  i often found conversation topics unengaging and so was . . . unengaged.  but i suppose this is mostly my problem.  instructor was sufficiently good if the student put in some effort.


	3) Course title: grammar practice

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): worksheets, a few essays

	Describe course content: we learned about grammar using a workbook and a drill/question-and-answer routine with the instructor.

Evaluate course: pretty good.  teacher was fun and helpful.  sometimes the work seemed a little elementary or poorly-organized.



	4) Course title: Baikal Studies

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): a final paper and exam

	Describe course content: we learned about the history, ecology, biology, geology, and so on of Lake Baikal.  our teacher lectured and we asked questions.  

Evaluate course: good.  we loved Pavel Alexandrovich and found most lectures fun and interesting.  they were a good stretch, forcing us to learn, but also not too difficult.  



	5) Course title: History of Russia

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): a final paper.  



Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I didn’t have much, but that’s because there weren’t many problems.  

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes and yes.  My only recommendation is to try and scare students a little bit less.  Maybe it was just me, but the constant litany of dangers made me less outgoing in Russia than I might otherwise have beeb.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




