STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to International Programs and Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of International Programs and Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of International Programs 

and Off-Campus Study: InternationalPrograms@middlebury.edu
**Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted**
Today’s Date: April 1, 2008

Home Institution: Middlebury College
Class: 2008

Major(s): International Studies
Country in which you studied: Russia
Host University:RGGU
City: Moscow
US Sponsor (if different from Host University): Middlebury College
Period of Study Abroad:  FORMDROPDOWN 
       FORMDROPDOWN 
     to      FORMDROPDOWN 
     FORMDROPDOWN 
    

Evaluation of Personal Learning

1) Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment?

(Note: Shaded boxes will expand as necessary)

Compared to American universities, especially Middlebury College, Russian university education is essentially laughable. This, for a study abroad student, is generally beneficial, as what one learns abroad has nothing to do with classroom activity, and time is best spent, therefore, outside of it.
2) How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

 Study abroad has given me an understanding of Russian culture(I had enough sense not to develop any preconceived notions before experiencing said culture) and also has given me a basic pride in my own culture.
3) In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad allowed me to grow into an adult. I now have a sense of personal strength and ability to face new, scary situations with a certain degree of poise and flexibility.
4) How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

If anything I am less directed now than I was before I went abroad. While I now have a sense of who I am, my life goals go no further than an existence of some comfort in a beautiful place with good friends. Unfortunately I now lack any real motivation with regard to concrete career goals. Ambition now strikes me as relatively trivial.
Evaluation of Level of Integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

1) Classes:

Ultimately the Middlebury school abroad prevented real integration in the arena of classes by an abortive compromise between her allegely rigorous requirements and the real Russian University system. Russian students are organized more or less in the same way as American high school students. They go to all the same classes with a group of roughly 20 of their peers and make friends within these groups. We, meanwhile, were required both to attend 3 classes set up by Middlebury with only our fellow Middlebury study abroad students, while simultaneously taking 2 outside courses in the main university. We, therefore, were in contact with real Russian students in the classroom twice a week- not nearly often enough to actually interact with any of them. 
2) Housing:

Middlebury requires that students in Russia live with host families and our coordinators are remarkably good at finding excellent households. I was placed with an elderly couple (75 and 80) and became essentially their adopted grandson. I was introduced to all of the other children and grandchildren and felt extremely welcomed and cherished, even as I was allowed plenty of room to make my own Russian adventures.
3) Extra-curricular activities (please list):

jogging, travelling
4) Other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

     
Evaluation of Language Learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

1) What was the language of the host culture? Russian
2) What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

exponential progress
Evaluation of Program/University and Study Abroad Experience Overall

1) Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

yes
2) Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

yes
3) Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?


While the Middlebury program has many flaws, from what I have seen it is still the best in Russia.






  

4) What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

They should absolutely study abroad. I would recommend Irkutsk in the fall and Moscow in the Spring. This is the most enriching experience.
5) Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues?

I was jumped and beaten up quite badly, while in a city center at 6 in the evening with no provocation given. The danger is there, one simply has to come to grips with it and be strong.
Evaluation of Academics

1) Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 

The academics at Middlebury are said to be the most rigorous. This is not necessarily an advantage, but said rigorousness still pales in comparison with American university academics and is hardly any kind of limitation on outside activity.
Course Information

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	1) Course Title: Grammar

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): RGGU
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): exams
Describe Course Content:

Russian grammar
Evaluate Course:

fair

	2) Course Title: phonetics

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): RGGU
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): participation
Describe Course Content:

Russian phonetics
Evaluate Course:

fair

	3) Course Title: Russian Politics

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): RGGU
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): participation
Describe Course Content:

Russian political trends
Evaluate Course:

good

	4) Course Title: philosophy

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): RGGU
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): term paper
Describe Course Content:

Western philosophy
Evaluate Course:

fair

	5) Course Title: history of philosophy

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): RGGU
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): term paper
Describe Course Content:

history of ancient western philosophy
Evaluate Course:

fair

	6) Course Title:      

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): 
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc):      
Describe Course Content:

     
Evaluate Course:

     

	If applicable, please list additional courses below:

	     



Evaluation of the Office of International Programs and Off-Campus Study

1) Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of International Programs and Off-Campus Study:

The Middlebury study abroad office misplaces passports. It also charges thousands of dollars in "processing fees," as far as I can tell, merely to enter ones grades into the database. The best word I could use to describe this office is incompetent.
2) Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, these meetings were useful, but everybody seems to have a different experience in Russia and the advice that might be crucial for one person is totally inapplicable for another.
Other

1) Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with International Programs and Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

2) Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

3) May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

4) Additional Comments:      



