STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution____ Middlebury College___________Class _____2007_

Major(s)__________________Russian________________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
Russia






Host UniversityYaroslavl State University City  Yaroslavl



US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From Fall 2006
To Spring 2007
 Year 



2006-2007




Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The educational environment in Yaroslavl was, in short, astonishingly poor. The administrators, faculty and students were either disorganized, intellectually bankrupt or unconcerned with the actual material being taught. My time abroad 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

My time abroad gave me a substantially deeper understanding of Russian mainstream culture, and has informed my perceptions of the US from a foreign perspective. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

My time spend abroad in Russia was a personal hardship on a number of levels. Since returning, I have found my ability to cope and survive in a foreign country to be a touchstone of confidence. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Study abroad has not substantially changed my academic nor personal goals, though my career goals may now include an international component. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

For the first semester, I was not at all integrated academically with the host university because all of the classes were taught by in the “foreign student” wing of the Yaroslavl Uni building, along with other Middlebury students. Second semester, I took a number of courses in the main university system, but because of the differences in curriculum structure, I was substantially apart from the other students.

b)  housing:

First semester, I was with a host mother who I found difficult to relate to and communicate with (beyond the usual language concerns). Second semester, I set up an apartment for myself, as I was gaining very little from the “host family” experience and desired privacy. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I was unable to fully engage in any internships or independent projects because I was regularly ill.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


Russia






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made the most improvement in my aural comprehension ability, as well as speaking and reading. My writing skills did not improve as much, but were nonetheless improved. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Middlebury provided a substantial amount of information and support. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.
The Residential Director, Simone, was neither competent, effective nor helpful. She was approachable and made some efforts to be concerned, but systematically failed to address the major academic and host-parent failings of the Yaroslavl program.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  X No

Why or why not?









  

The instructors were subpar, the academics practically useless, the program poorly organized and the administration unhelpful.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would recommend studying abroad with a program that recognizes that coursework is secondary to living in the cultural experience and developing friendships with the people in that country.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No. 
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
While I was abroad, I learned very little of intellectual or academic value that I did not research and discover myself. Language skills were the only appreciable benefit of my studies.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

My study abroad program was over a year ago. All of this information is available from my transcript and the study abroad offices.
Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The Middlebury OCS staff were very helpful and sympathetic.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. The orientations were helpful, though communicating the full scope of the abroad experience in Russia is probably not possible through meetings or handouts. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No




