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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name: _________ Home institution Sarah Lawrence College___________________________________ Class ‘06______
Major(s) Literature/Modern Languages__________________________________________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied Russia



Host University Yaroslavl’ State University 

City Yaroslavl’


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From Fall
To Spring
 Year ‘06



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I found it a little frustrating to adjust to not having my point of view be given as much consideration as it might have at college. The system of pegagogy is of course, entirely different and it took some time to get used to the fact that some professors really aren’t interested in what you think at all. Of course this is isn’t true of all the professors at YarGu. Some of them truly do encourage the participation of the students in their classes and are also extremely understanding.  
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Being in Russia has just given me a much broader knowledge of Russian culture. I wouldn’t want to say that it’s dramatically changed the way I think of Russia because I think that presupposes that I had some significant store of Russia-related knowledge before I left, which was not the case. The programme definitely helped me learn a lot about a country whose people, politics and culture are understood with so little depth among most Americans. I tend to relate Russia with India, where I grew up, in its being a non-US setting. I don’t think my being in Russia significantly changed any perceptions of life in America and American culture that I already had. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I found that the lack of a social life really helped me dedicate myself to my work. Now that I’m back at college I manage to have both and I thank Russia for that. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Having spent so much time in Russia helped me decide to go to grad school for comparative literature in Russian, German and English. Personally, it has opened up a whole new set of possible great art and culture to explore. I plan on returning.  
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I didn’t take any mainstreams- minimal integration 

b)  housing:

good. I didn’t exactly go mushroom-picking with my host-family every weekend, but I was very fond of them and we got along very well. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Low. Swimming, hanging out with American students and occasionally, their Russian friends. 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

medium. Internship with the Yaroslavl’ Museum of Icons. 
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Russian








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Aural Comprehension : Good with formal Russian, not quite as good with slang and neologisms 
Reading: V. Good. Classwork really helped with this. 

Writing: Probably most dramatic improvement here. Written assignments really helped a lot. 

Speaking: Good. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I think so, though I think it was implied that I would not be able to take classes in German, which turned out not to be the case. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, very. I think she was appropriately concerned, and was approachable. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

From meeting other students abroad in Russia, it really seemed to me that the Middlebury program was the most serious and the most dedicated to language-acquisition. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Nothing comes to mind. 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I didn’t really face any discrimination, though I would advise future gay students or students of colour to be prepared to hear things that will probably annoy them or which they might think offensive purely because they seem ignorant or backward. Twice in classes I’ve had professors make remarks about homosexuals and homosexual behaviour. The first time was a professor’s dismissing a gay and lesbian political coalition as ‘nonsense’ and the second was another professor’s answering a students question about a seemingly sexual scene between two men by saying that she was sure that the author hadn’t had any such ‘idiotic intention’ in mind when he’d written the  story. 
[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?
I feel like we wrote an inordinate amount at YarGu. I know that during the course of the year I produced more than 70 type-written pages which I submitted as end of semester-work. I thought that this helped a lot in my developing some sense of Russian writing and also acquiring a broader functioning vocabulary. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Intro to Russian Culture 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Paper and defense 

	Describe course content:

Basic information about Russian culture, history, society, cultural norms and so on. 
Evaluate course:
Excellent. Intro course, but very interesting and Viktoria Viktorovna Gorshkova is by far one of the nicest professors you could have at YarGu. 


	2) Course title:

The History of the Revolution 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Paper, defense. 

	Describe course content:

Studying the causative factors that led to the Revolution, the events of the Revolution itself and the time immediately before and after it. 
Evaluate course:
Excellent course. Natalia Valerianovna Ryabinina is a wonderful professor. Patient, and able to clearly explain things- I’d rank this as one of my favourite classes at YarGu and I normally detest History. 


	3) Course title:

Language of the Mass Media 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Paper, small tests 

	Describe course content:

Examining the Russian print media to determine linguistic trends. Also serves as a survey course of sorts in contemporary Russian stylistics. Lots of newspaper and magazine-reading and oral analyses during class. 
Evaluate course:

Excellent. Very useful. Probably best written work at YarGu was for this class and was the result of Svetlana Yurievna Rodonova’s help. Can seem a little unapproachable at the outset but is actually very caring, helpful and understanding. 


	4) Course title:

Contemporary Russian Politics 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

short written assignments, classroom discussion, paper and defense. 

	Describe course content:

Understanding contemporary Russian politics, the various parties, their platforms, histories, mandates. Also understanding the general structure of the Russian political system. 
Evaluate course:

Very informative, but I couldn’t in good conscience recommend Olga Ivanovna Zatsepina. I think she’s overbearing, she doesn’t listen and she doesn’t really care what her students think, blithely choosing to write half their referats for them, inserting her own opinions at the same time. 


	5) Course title:

Literature 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Short papers and class discussion. 

	Describe course content:

Reading many of the major poets of Russia of the last 200 years or so and discussing their work. 
Evaluate course:

I didn’t care much for this course. I was glad to finally get a chance to study Literature at YarGu (the fact that students are discouraged from auditing class at the Ped. Institute is ridiculous and should definitely be looked into, in my opinion) but was disappointed. Didn’t see eye to eye with the professor on most things and found her general manner grating and her commentary not very insightful. 


	6) Course title:

Conversation 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Short essays, exam, class discussion 

	Describe course content:

Going through various styles of spoken Russian and becoming familiar with the lexicon of each.
Evaluate course:

V. Good. I was very fond of this class, I thought that Olga Alexandrovna Chistyakova was a really good professor and helped a lot with my understanding of spoken and situational Russian. 


	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Satisfactory. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

No. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Through my Russian professor. 
Why did you choose this particular program and site?

It seemed the most serious and well-respected. 
Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

I can’t say that I had any definite ideas about what the program was going to be like. 
Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. Can’t think of anything in particular that I found lacking. 
Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

I think that it’s difficult for non-Middlebury students to break into the little groups that most of the Middlebury students have formed over the course of summer school. I know that the school recommends that you spend as much time as possible associating with your hordes of new, local friends, but this can be difficult. 
Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

No. 
Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




