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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name:
Class: 04.5
Major(s): International Studies

Country in which you studied:
Spain


Host University: Universidad de La Rioja

City: Logrono


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From October 2002
To July 2003
 Year 
02-03


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

As far as an adjustment, it wasn’t very difficult. The system was much less demanding than at Middlebury (at least initially), and fitting into classes was easy. Professors were expecting foreign students, and if a course was not suitable for foreigners we were told. I liked the system of learning because it required self-motivation. I was truly interested in learning the course materials, so I went to class, read newspapers, and did readings. If you are not interested, you get bored and slip by very easily. That, for some people, is an adjustment. Discussions were not as frequent, but I had opportunities to speak if I had the courage. I actually felt that I developed serious academic interests while abroad, because I was given time to find what I really liked. This was a breath of fresh air from Midd, where I feel that there are so many academic pressures that you never have time to actually formulate opinions or viewpoints.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Certainly my understanding of the host culture is now far greater than when I first arrived abroad. But I feel that I got to see both the good and the bad, which in my opinion was more valuable than just spending the entire years in bars. As far as American culture is concerned, it was hard not to examine it more closely, as it seemed to be under a microscope in the media and in the streets. I definitely came to many conclusions about what I value in American culture, and what I think hinders us from an international perspective. 

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I loved being independent, and confronting challenges on my own. Clearly I learned more about myself, where I succeed, what pisses me off, and how I interact with people. I also feel like I came a long way in defining myself as a person.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

More than during any semester at Midd, being abroad has concentrated my career and academic goals. I would say that I am much more focused academically, and that I now have a very defined goal of what I want to pursue as a carrer.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

My classes were fine, some better than others, but I rarely associated with classmates. This was not an environment that I found extremely helpful for “integrating: into the culture.


b)  housing:

I lived with two Spanish roommates for the entire year, and this was extremely important for better understanding the culture, and developing my language skills. I would not recommend doing it any other way.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Soccer (Outdoor and In), Camping excursions, travel, gym, fiestas…

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I performed an internship with a local-level extension of the European Union. This was extremely valuable academically and culturally, and was a very rewarding experience for me.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I improved immensely in all components of language study.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Everything was as expected. I was not surprised by anything. Housing was, however, very stressful at the beginning.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Absolutely. Kim and Teresa were saints. From help with classes to establishing contacts for internships, I couldn’t have asked for more. They truly helped me get the most out of my abroad experience.

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university? X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Definitely. But no one should be grandeur from Logrono. It is a small city with not that much to offer. I t is not romantic, nor will you be particularly impressed aesthetically. But if you choose to be pro-active, meet people, and get interested in why you actually went abroad, it can’t be beaten.

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

My advice is to go to Logrono only if you are serious about learning Spanish, and seeing the culture for what it really is. It is not all sangria, and flamenco, and bull fights, although that is part of it. There are many other characteristics which may not flatter a person who is not expecting them. Logrono can get boring at times, and probably will if you are there for the entire year, but the benefits far outweigh the hard-times.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Unfortunately yes. Racism is very prevalent, which didn’t affect me directly, did affect my opinion on Spaniards. I will also say that women are not treated extremely well, and that the jeering and just plain rude behavior may get out of hand for some. I was extremely offended by some of the comments thrown out to my girl-friends. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Academic strengths, well, I would recommend taking a mix of courses, but I did like the Filologia department. I also had a great Economics class, but I would not suggest it if you are unconfident about your Spanish abilities.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1)Conocimientos y Usos de la Lengua Espanola I
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Thorough grammar work, exceptions, irregularities…Not extremely practical stuff, but interesting. Good Professor

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One final exam.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Good course, definitely learned a lot. I learned a lot about WHY Spanish grammar is the way it is, but did not really learn HOW to use new expressions. Still, a good solid class, that I would recommend.



	2) Ideas Politicas y Movimientos Sociales de la Edad Moderna
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

In this class we learned about the history of important social movements of the Modern Age in Europe. French Revolution, democracy, federalism, and nationalism were the primary themes.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One final paper. (15pgs)

Evaluate course, please comment:

I was expecting a lot from this class, but it really wasn’t that great. The professor was a good guy, but incredibly boring, and in the end I have to say that I didn’t learn very much. A let down…



	3) Habilidades Comunicativas de la expression oral
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

A course designed to improve communicative skills, but more than anything it was a lecture. Not great

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Final Exam, Final Project

Evaluate course, please comment:

I was expecting a class that was based on discussion and debate, but it turned out that it was lecture based on the theory of  communicating well “speak clearly, take care of your throat, don’t read speeches…” It was ridiculous.



	4) Literatura del Cine
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Historical progression through the 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Two final papers.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Interesting course with a great professor. He knew his stuff, and really brought out some interesting perspectives to the material. I would highly recommend it.



	5)Conocimientos y Usos de la Lengua Espanola II
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6) Cervantes y la narrativa del Siglo de Oro
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

We read approximately 12 of Cervantes’ shorter stories and focused on his writing style and typical Cervantine methods.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Weeky response papers on each short story and one longer final paper comparing various stories.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Great teacher, really kept us on top of the reading. Definitely the most demanding out of all the courses, but that being said I learned a lot. More similar to a class at Midd than anything else in Spain.



	7) Economia Mundial
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Basic macroeconomic theory with particular attention being paid to the economy of the European Union and the developments in the World Economy since World War II. Bretton Woods system, fixed rates and flotation systems, exchange rates, currency crises. Very interesting, especially from the European perspective.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Weekly problem sets and a final exam.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Great course, mathematically oriented, not easy. If you aren’t confident in your Spanish I would stay away from this class. The vocabulary was far different from anything else you are likely to learn, but it was a challenge and good fun to take the class. Good teacher, be prepared to work.



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

They were GREAT. Seriously. Teresa especially was a savior for me. She plugged me into internship opportunities, was always positive, and was really encouraging. I can’t say enough about the staff. I am truly indebted to them all.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. It was helpful, mostly because I learned more about how classes would transfer, and what requirements I had to fulfill while abroad.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?    X  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




