STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution Middlebury College____________________ Class 2004______
Major(s) International Politics & Economics_________




    
Country in which you studied Spain
Host University Middlebury College in Madrid



City Madrid, Spain


US sponsor (if different from host university)





Period of study abroad:  From September To December
 Year 2002


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The educational system was not as different as I had feared simply because I was at a Middlebury school.  Adjustment to the new school and the foreign professors was rapid and comfortable.  The biggest difference, and one which I thoroughly enjoyed, was the emphasis on the people and events surrounding us in Madrid and Spain, rather than on texts describing distant and sometimes overly academic topics.  We were encouraged to interact with and observe the people and institutions around us as a part of our courses – excellent.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Studying abroad essentially created my impressions of Spain.  Beyond a tradition of machismo I had absolutely no idea what the culture was reputed to be.  My new understanding of Spanish culture has taught me many things about American culture, and has highlighted many of the subtle areas in which I found that I preferred the Spanish way of doing things to that of the American.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

My study abroad experience contributed immensely to my sense of self-reliance, of flexibility and of independence.  I was regularly thrust into unfamiliar situations and environments and had to cope on my own – it was a liberating and eye opening experience.  I believe that I was particularly well served by my willingness to try new things and my interest in unreservedly exploring another culture.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Choosing to study abroad was a reflection of my academic and career goals in that I am an IP&E major with a strong interest in joining an increasing global economy. While in Spain I ran across a number of satellite offices for North American based multi-national corporations and began to consider the prospect of living abroad later in my professional life.  The impact on my personal goals has been less pronounced…perhaps an increased interest in occasionally viewing issues from a non-American perspective.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I enjoyed the Spanish professors and the content of my courses.  As my fellow students were Middlebury kids or other Americans, it was not difficult to integrate into the classroom sessions or the course content.


b)  housing:

I elected to select my own housing upon arrival in Madrid (rather than have the program arrange my housing ahead).  The reason for this was I was more interested in the authenticity and accessibility of the host family environment than the quality of the facility.  I was very interested in finding a warm and inviting home, ideally with young kids or multiple family members, from whom I could learn about Spanish life and culture on a daily basis.  The process of finding the right housing was difficult for the first several days as I stayed in a hostel, but the program was helpful in providing me with a list of potential host family’s to contact.  I ultimately found an outstanding family (a Senora and her two children) and prize my experience living and eating with them as among the most valuable aspects of my time abroad.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I did not participate in extra-curricular activities.  I  did look into joining a water polo or swim team, but the time commitment was too extensive.  I occupied much of my time with socializing with the family that I lived with, swimming at the local gym and traveling with fellow Middlebury students.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

no internships or independent projects

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My Spanish language skills improved dramatically across all categories, but particularly in the aural comprehension and speaking areas.  My writing in Spanish, not surprisingly, was the area that saw the least dramatic improvement.  Speaking with the family that I lived with was crucial to my improvement of language skills, as was jumping at every opportunity to surround myself with native speakers and to attempt to associate with other Middlebury kids who were interested in speaking in Spanish amongst ourselves (sounds corny, but it helps maintain a 24/7 mindset of immersion).

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, I felt that the orientation and support services were adequate.  I had studied abroad during a summer in high school and as a result I suspect that I was perhaps better prepared for the shock of arrival in a new host country than my peers.  If I had not had that advantage I would have been more concerned about the initial stages of arrival (navigating to the city center, finding a hotel etc), but I suppose that is all part of the study abroad experience.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, the director was highly competent.  Her name escapes me at the moment but she was clear, accessible, friendly and absolutely insistent that we embrace the language and environment of our host country.  I recall that she was regularly available to discuss any issues that might arise and kept close track of academic and social developments at the school.  She was great.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Absolutely. I was very impressed by the quality of the overall program in Madrid.  The classes were relevant, the professors engaging and the campus centrally located.  I enjoyed our few excursions led by the program and felt that they enabled me to explore more of the country in a culturally sensitive manner.  While I do not believe that there is any substitute for studying abroad as an individual in a native university, I think that for those who are unprepared to take that terrifying step (like me), the Middlebury program in Spain offers an excellent compromise between a supportive environment and a culturally/linguistically immersive environment.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

DO IT.  Studying abroad was the single best decision I made during my college experience (even more important than the selection of my major).  This is the one time in your life when you can unreservedly immerse yourself in another culture and language.  The memories are amazing.  

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

None.  Any time that an individual travels to another area, be it New York City or Madrid, they must be prepared to feel a bit disoriented and out of place at times.  However, that is part of the study abroad experience.  As for active discrimination, I saw none.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Yes.  I took a course on Spanish Politics that was outstanding.  Diving deep into the formation of the modern Spanish state and society (post Spanish Civil War) was something I knew that I would enjoy.  However, I did not realize how crucial that contextual/background information would be to understanding the Spaniards that I came to know in day-to-day life.  Their concerns, ambitions and thought processes were undeniably shaped by the events that had formed their modern society and I would have been unable to fully relate with these people had I not taken this course.  It certainly didn’t hurt that the professor was engaging and passionate about the content – outstanding.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

SP 319A, Spanish Language

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Tests and short papers

	Describe course content:

This course covered advanced Spanish grammar designed to be of regular use in our interactions with native speakers.  All students had previously completed significant language study.

Evaluate course:
I enjoyed the content of this course and found it to be highly useful during my stay in Spain.  I found that this formal study of the language was essential to categorize and preserve the language I was learning on the “street.”



	2) Course title:

SP339, Contemporary Spanish Politics

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Tests


	Describe course content:

This is the course that I referenced above as a highlight of my academic studies.  This course covered the development of the Spanish state and society following the Spanish civil war, including the reign and death of Francisco Franco.  The content of this course is top-of-mind for many Spaniards and informs their perspective on many topics.  
Evaluate course:
As I said previously, this was an outstanding course with a passionate, knowledgeable professor.  I would recommend highly.



	3) Course title:

SP340, Art of Madrid/Prado

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Tests
	Describe course content:

This course utilized our access to one of Europe’s best museums, the Prado.  We spent one day per week touring a specific section of the museum and spent the other class time learning about the development of the styles of art housed in the museum.
Evaluate course:

Though art has not been a focus of my studies, this was a fun course that effectively leveraged an unusual resource – the Prado.  The professor was outstanding and I enjoyed this course.



	4) Course title:

SP 348, Religions in Spain

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Tests
	Describe course content:

This course reviewed the evolution and conflict of the three primary religions in Spanish history.  The content was relevant.

Evaluate course:

This was a unique experience as I was one of only 2 students in this course.  Ironically, this was my least favorite course in Spain and the one that I felt least enlightened by.  The content could have been interesting, but the structure of the course and the teaching style was haphazard.  The instructor demonstrated limited experience in preparing and delivering a coherent course.  I would not recommend.



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I have had nominal interaction with the Off-Campus Study office.  When I have come to them with a question or concern, they have been accessible, friendly, knowledgeable and helpful.  

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I did attend one of these meetings.  I found it helpful and enjoyed hearing about the experiences of returning students.  

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




