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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name  
Class   ‘04
Major(s)  Political Science and Spanish

Country in which you studied  Spain



Host University  Universidad SEK

City


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From  February
To   May
 Year 
 2003


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I adjusted quickly to the culture in Spain.  Although I would have liked to have more of a “settling down” period in Segovia, itself.  I found that the first part of my orientation trip only pertained to students in the Madrid and Getaffe program and would have liked to have spent less time in Madrid and more time in Segovia.  Our first week there was quite rushed and I had only ten minutes to decide on housing.  I think it would have been better if we had a week or so to figure that out as well as the rest of Segovia!

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I realize that Spanish culture is a LOT more laid back than ours.  Given that, I enjoyed not having to worry about every minute of every day, but rather could spend a quality two hours taking coffee and catching up with friends I met there.  Given this, I believe that this type of attitude shapes the Spaniards—I found most of them welcoming and willing to help out.  At the same time, I found that, during the Iraq war, there was a clear division between the public’s opinion of going to war and the government’s decision.  I believe that the US could learn from having a less stressful pace of life, but realistically I do not believe this will ever happen here!

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I feel much more confident about traveling and immersing myself in another culture.  I also have a much better grasp of the language, which has encouraged me to think of learning other languages. I found that being open and friendly to the Spaniards helped a lot, because I could sense that they were a little hesitant in coming forward to us Americans.  I feel that a lot of the Spaniards in Segovia perceived Americans as being showy and materialistic and therefore in showing them a more human side of American culture, I feel that I was able to change their perspective a little and make some good friendships.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I would like to pursue a career that would enable me to use my Spanish. I find that speaking another language is a very useful quality to possess and enjoy using it. Personally, I fell in love with the country and would love to work (possibly live) there in the future.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

The classes were challenging in the beginning because I was not used to doing EVERYTHING in Spanish.  However, I adjusted quickly and well to this change.


b)  housing:

I really enjoyed living in a Vivienda with other Spaniards because it enabled me to practice speaking the language and pick up on some key phrases. I also to met and made friends with people both inside and outside of the University.  My roommate attends the public university and I enjoyed learning about her experience in Segovia.   I found that the majority of my Spanish friends lived in the Vivienda.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I feel like my learning curve rose exponentially in terms of speaking the language.  However, since we did not have written assignments (except for the final) I found that I lost a lot of grammar.  My reading skills definitely increased and I enjoyed buying books in Spanish to read for leisure.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I feel like Middlebury provided ample opportunities for students going abroad to meet with students who returned from being abroad and to speak with them about their experiences.  I definitely took advantage of that.  I did not think that the arrival orientation was adequate for the students going to Segovia and would have preferred to spend less time in Madrid and more time in Segovia.   I also felt that the students in Segovia were more removed from the support system that the students in other programs (i.e. Madrid and Getafe) experienced.  I, personally, had no problems, but one of my friends in Segovia faced innumerable difficulties and was not given proper attention until the end of her stay.  

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Esmeralda, the resident director in Segovia, was not helpful.  The first day we were in Segovia, we had 10 minutes to pick our housing situation and told to sign a contract.  She did not notify us that this contract bound us to the viviendas and residencias. I chose to live in a single, but after a few weeks realized that it would be too expensive and wanted to switch.  The process of switching was not as complicated as I thought it might be, but I have to say that I did not like the process of handing our monthly payment to Esmeralda in cash—I definitely felt like a walking piggy bank each month!

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I liked Segovia because it was a small city and I felt that I had the chance to know the majority of the city in three months.  I also liked the fact that I was only an hour bus ride away from Madrid.  The city, itself, is gorgeous and the people were very nice to me.  I was happy to share in the Segovian lifestyle and would recommend this location to people who enjoy being in a  Middlebury-esque atmosphere.  

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would tell them to consider what each one has to offer both academically and socially, and to also consider what size city they would prefer to live in for a few months.  I liked Segovia because of it’s a) size, b) academic integration (i.e. classes in Spanish and WITH Spanish students) c) living situation (with Spanish students vs. living with a  family).

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

The only thing I would have to say about this would be NOT to talk about politics with Spaniards.  Since I was in Spain when the war started, it was a little tough being an American in a foreign country because the Spaniards were adamantly against the war and there were many demonstrations held in the Plaza Mayor.  However, aside from that I did not experience or witness any problems of discrimination by Spaniards.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

YES!!  I believe that having had TWO classes with professor Santiago Lopez was extremely beneficial to my learning experience in Segovia.  I highly recommend that students going to Segovia take the opportunity to take a class with him.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Oratoria
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

We learned the process of public speaking through examining grammar components, tone of voice and sentence structure. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  We had to give two oral presentations: one that was 15 minutes and written; the other, 8 minutes and memorized. 

Evaluate course, please comment:

Santiago did an excellent job teaching this course and preparing everyone, but especially foreign study abroad students, to give an oral presentation in front of a class of graduating seniors!



	2) Historia politica de Espana
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

This course explored the political development of Spain from the end of the 19th century through the Franco years. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

We had to read and write brief commentaries in class.  We also had a midterm and final.

Evaluate course, please comment:

I enjoyed this course and learned a lot about Spain’s modern political history.



	3) Relaciones Humanas
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

We discussed what it means to be a human and how communication and culture affect a person’s ability to connect with others. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  

We had to write a final paper for the course.

Evaluate course, please comment:

I enjoyed this class and believe that Luis Munoz did an excellent job in helping the American students adjust academically. 



	4) Cervante’s Don Quijote
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

This course was offered especially for the American students.  It was a seminar about Don Quijote, in which we read and analyzed the text and the context in which it was written.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

This class was centered on discussion of the text and time period.  We had to teach two-three classes on our own (45 minutes each).

Evaluate course, please comment:

I loved this course – Santiago is extremely well-read on Cervante’s Don Quijote and he made it very enjoyable.  I liked taking the tour of Don Quijote’s journey at the end of the course and learned a lot from it.



	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I did not interact with the staff that much, except to change programs—from Madrid to Segovia.  I found that my interaction with the staff was productive and they were very accommodating. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes.  I found them to be ok—however, I believe that you cannot predict and plan for everything in advance.  The fun of it all comes with experiencing bit by bit. 

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  I already talked to Julie Good!

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




