	For Office Use Only

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
DM
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
NC

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
LR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
ML

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
ST
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
JG


Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name  
Class  2005
Major(s)      Economics and Spanish


Country in which you studied   SPAIN



Host University      Universidad Carlos III de Madrid 

City  Getafe


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From    September
To February
 Year   2003/2004

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

The first couple of weeks were really hard because of the relative disorganization of the Spanish system. No syllabus or homeworks are given. One is supposed to find information on his/her own. 

Students are evaluated on one exam which greatly differs from the midterm system at Middlebury College.

Experienced some frustration at first, but then as time went by I became used to the system. I even found it to be rather good in the sense that it provides flexibility to students. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Living in Spain has totally changed my perspective and vision of the world. It was a life changing experience that has allowed me to grow as a person and to become more critical of my own culture. 

Talking to Spaniards, I came to understand the re

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Studying in Spain wasn’t really a shocking experience since I was already studying abroad (at Midd). So It was rather easy to adapt to my new environment. 

It helped become a more open minded and tolerant person. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I definitely want to work for an institution with international focus.  

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Classes at Getafe were ahard to follow at first but as time went by things got better. 


b)  housing:

Lived in an partment with other students. Was great. 

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Movies, theater, travel, night life, soccer games, TV, soap opera, all helped me understand the culture of my host country. 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Interned with a consulting firm. Helped me improve my Spanish and meet Spanish people. 

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish



What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Reached fluency in both writing and speaking.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

It was accurately presented in the brochure. However, I do think that the off campus office should put more emphasis on the difference btw Getafe and Prim. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Kim Griffin was wonderful. Was very accessible and helpful. She contributed to making my experience in Spain a great one. 

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

YES. 

One gets to meet Spanish students and learn from them. 

Good environment for improving language abilities.

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

If you are thinking about studying in Spain, my advice would be to go to Getafe instead of the Sede Prim. Sede Prim is just like being at Midd but in Madrid. One doesn’t get to meet Spanish students. And the amount of work that it involves does not really allow students to have n in depth experience of the Spanish culture. Further, it is not very relevant to interact with fellow midd kids if one is to improve his/her language proficiency.

On the other hand, Getafe is a Spanish setting that allows midd kids to interact with other Spanish students and to learn more about the culture. Better environment for improving proficiency in language. It isn’t as intense academically as the Sede Prim which gives time for other cultural and extra curricular activities. If you study at the campus in Getafe, your experience will, I think, be more  rewarding both on the human and linguistic level 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

You have to try and reach out to Spanish students. They are very clicky and not particularly open minded. You have to make the effort to get to know them because they won’t. After they get to know you though, they turn out to be really nice and willing to befriend foreign students.

My advice would be to try to speak as little English as possible and not constantly hang out with other American students. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The courses in the humanities’ department are really great. I would recommend taking the course taught by Profesor Jorge Urrutia and entitled: Literatura contemporánea en relación con los medios de comunicación

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Literatura contemporánea en relación con los medios de comunicación
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Seminar 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One final exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

Was a good course even though it was at times disorganized. 

Learnt a lot. 



	2) Economía de los recursos naturales
	Indicate level: seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Origins of literature

Cine vs Literature

Comparative literature

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One final exam and one paper

Evaluate course, please comment:

Horrible. Would not recommend it to anyone.

Very disorganized. 



	3) Gramatica at sede Prim
	Indicate level:  intro

Comment on course content:

Grammar rules 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Weekly assignments 

Two papers

One final exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

Didn’t really enjoy the class.

Class is about same things we learn at Midd in Spanish 210.



	4)Internship at Analistas Financieros Internacionales, a Madrid based consulting firm
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:

Worked with great people.

Would recommend to other midd kids interning there. 



	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Were very helpful. 

Answered all the questions I had. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. 

Handouts should be revised. Especially the part that focuses on cultural shock. Spain isn’t a third world country.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




