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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name_______________________ Home institution___Middlebury College______________ Class 2005.5
Major(s)__joint:Econ/Spanish______________________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied:  Spain

Host University:  La Universidad de Carlos III 
City Madrid/Getafe


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From  fall 03
To  spring 2004
 Year 



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

More emphasis was put on the students’ responsibility to find course materials, resources for papers, and daily hand-in assignments were not required.   It was important that the student study frequently in order to retain what was written in the notebook.  Daily assignments are not assigned and normally the entire class grade was based on a final exam.

I appreciate having been able to adapt to an educational system different from that of my country’s.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Through studying at the host university and working/interning at a Spanish company, I was able to observe the Spanish work ethic and study habits.  While they may stay in class more total hours…and may stay at the work place more total hours that would employees of a similar American institution, I am not sure that they are consistent in being efficient.  This was interesting to observe.

The American culture seems much more driven to consume and has a greater preoccupation with bigger and more powerful ‘things’ that can be purchased in the market.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I believe myself to be more independent and now have a greater appreciation of a foreign culture.

Being shy will not help an individual trying to emerge oneself in the host culture.  I reminded myself many times that it was necessary to step outside of my comfort zone in order to learn or experience something worthy of doing.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I am now interested in living abroad for a certain period of time.  It no longer seems a difficult goal to achieve.  It has further increased my desire to see and experience the world, especially Latin America.  Ah, the traveling bug….once you travel somewhere, it makes you want to go other places as well.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I had difficulty:  Spanish students were very kind and openly conversed with us.  However, as we entered into 3rd year classes, they already had a pre-established group of friends with whom to ‘hang out’ outside the class.


b)  housing:

I did not enjoy living with a senora; it was a drain on my independence and my youth.  I was fortunate to live with two Spaniards for the remaining 8 months.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Travelling to the many corners of Spain and observing each comunidad autonoma’s differences.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Internship allowed me to gain insight into the Spanish work environment.  I would do it if your schedule allows it, but be aware that it will mean sacrificing time that could be used for other activities.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Span








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I advanced in each above stated component.  Grammar courses at the Sede Prim are sometimes tedious, but I believe them to be well worth the time and effort.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, everything was done well.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, but there should have been more opportunities to live with Spaniards of our age!!!

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?    x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes,  students are able to enjoy the big city of Madrid with the benefit of attending a Spanish institution.  You are also nearby the aid of the Middlebury Sede Prim.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Make sure and step out of your comfort zone.   Spanish people are, for the most part, very easy to talk to.  Make sure and meet as many people as possible.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Spanish students weren’t too keen on Bush and certain aspects of American culture.  They were very liberal, but hey, the best thing you can do is get right in their face and tease them about all the bad aspects of their country!

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

No

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:  Theater

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):  3rd year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  two play reviews and a final oral exam

	Describe course content:   A lot of plays in Spanish

Evaluate course: e excellent prof and a good literature credit for the Span major.


	2) Course title: Las bases historicas de espana

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):  Humanidades

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Class powerpoint presentation and final exam

	Describe course content:  One learns how Isabel and ferdiand consolidated spain and what it took for that process to occur.  This has a lot of importance when learning about the Inquisition.

Evaluate course: Awesome course with a lot of relevance in understating spain today.



	3) Course title: grammar

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):   weekly homework assignments and various papers to be handed in throughout the semester.

	Describe course content:  Spanish grammar, pure and simple.  Writing skills were also instructed.

Evaluate course:  Good, I learned a lot of Grammar



	4) Course title:INTERNSHIP -- AFI

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):n/a

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  Final paper and oral presentation for the SEde Prim

	Describe course content:  Used analytic tools such as Reuters and Bloomberg to evaluate bond and stock prices

Evaluate course:

Good,  consumed a lot of time.



	

	
	

	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Very helpful, especially with last minute changes to my study abroad plans. It’s much appreciated.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, they were great.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?    x  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




