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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name___________________                Home institution  Middlebury College______ Class 2005 

Major(s)____Economics and Spanish______________________________    
Country in which you studied  Spain

Host UniversityUniversidad Carlos III   City Getafe

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From Sept 2003 To  June 2004 Year 



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

Carlos III definitely demanded more independence from its students. Sede Prim helped with organization and structure, but the courses at the Spanish university were no work for the entire semester then a final exam. We really had to decide when to do the reading, and at first it was very difficult being in a new country and traveling all the time.  So basically the less structured environment was the most striking difference with Middlebury, and I believe I benefited from learning to schedule my own study hours.

Also, living in Madrid, there were many distraction, which is much different than life here at Midd where everyone is working hard. To go to class and get the work done, though we had significantly less than at Midd, was a challenge.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Basically I learned that the stereotypes are in some ways reflective of the culture and in other ways not so true. It showed me how modern Spain has become as well. Traveling around Spain was a great way to see the culture change from very modern to a lot more primitive from Madrid to the small, poor towns of Andalucia. 

It didn’t change my perception of American culture overall, but at first I was shocked at the dislike of American ideas contrasted with their love for “American” products. The first few months I felt stupid to be associated with Americans, but after almost a year, I learned how to answer the people that would criticize our way of life in a way that I could give them a new perspective. Coming back to America, I realized how much I had changed, how many other ways there are to do things other than the American way, and how stressed Americans are!

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

The most I got out of the experience was my personal growth. Academically, I felt it was not as good as Midd. In fact I felt behindbeing there for a year and missing out on the great education there is here. However, it was worth it because of who I became as a person. I learned to be more social, less shy. That was one quality I wish  I had already had going there because it is by far the most important. I learned how people of different backgrounds and with distinct personalities can get along and have a good time. Being open minded is definitely a must, and being able to stand a little embarrassment every now and then, because speaking a different language with natives leads to some embarrassing moments.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My internship abroad made me confident I want to go into the financial services sector, but it also showed me that work is not everything in life. The Spaniards have an amazing balance between work and play, and I tried to pick up on this as much as possible.  It also opened my eyes to working abroad after college, although probably not for a few years. As far as personal goals, not much has changed.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I took some econ classes and some lit classes. They were interesting, but the time spent in the classroom was minimal because of my internship. The kids in my classes were my friends and I learned a lot about Spain and the language from them and my professors.


b)  housing:

Housing was the hardest. I lived with a Spanish gay couple, and they were in a somewhat violent relationship. It was very hard to stay there for so long, but it showed me another side of the Spanish culture, the modern, more accepting side, and they were a great help with the language. Very helpful in leanring the host culture.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I didn’t really do many clubs…. I traveled almost all the time so I was out of the city a lot.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I did an internship in a financial firm. It was much more valuable than classes because my boss was a great guy. I learned a lot about finance, and also how different its looked at over there than in America.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Castellano


What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made the most advancements in oral comprehension. At first, I had no idea what was going on but by the end I could understand all but a few select words. Reading, too. I read a ton of Spanish and Hispanic books, and now I pretty much only read books in Spanish. The grammar classes helped me with writing, but that was my strongest area before going over so I saw less improvement, and for speaking, it was just a matter of picking up the accent because its so much different than the one we learn in America.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, there was plenty of assistance and structure. I hear Madrid is the most organized program, and I didn’t see anything to go against that. Especially during the bombings, they called me and let me know the others were safe within an hour.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, Kim was great. She hosted a bunch of parties so we could all get together and her being a non-native but having lived there for so long was a great way to get yet another perspective on the city and people.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? x Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Getafe  I would recommend definitely over the Sede Prim. More Spanish people, less Americans, more options. Also, living in  Madrid was a blast. Its right in the middle of the country so travel was easy and quick, and the city itself is so full of life and energy. Its hard not to love it.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would say, over everything else, to befriend the fellow Americans in the program but to not take classes with more than one of them. Meet Spanish kids in class right away. I didn’t, and I found how easy it was later on and how nice they were, and I missed a few months of learning. Its hard at first and a little humbling, but they are great people and want to meet you.   TRAVEL  A LOT. Take advantage, its so easy and there is so much to see. Go to San Sebastian when its nice out.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Not much. There were some dirty looks by the old people. But Madrid is a very accepting place, probably the most accepting, along with Barcelona. There is a type of people for everyone. The only thing I would say is to avoid conflict. It never works out well, and the law isn’t what youre used to.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Economics. A great program also is the Curso de Humandidades. Take something you would never take normally, kind of like jterm.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: International Finance

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Paper for xtra credit, exam

	Describe course content: Exchange rates, Hedging, Investments across borders, loans, etc.

Evaluate course: good course, great profesora (Fatima de la Fuente)


	2) Course title: Reflections on the Modern Short Story

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): ??? Cursillo

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Paper

	Describe course content: awesome syllabus, great stories to read, good way to see what Spaniards think of latin America.

Evaluate course: Highly recommended


	3) Course title: Econ of Natural Resources

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Paper, exam

	Describe course content: Ways of manging scarce resources (oil, etc)

Evaluate course: not so great, I wouldn’t recommend it



	4) Course title: Econ History of Business

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Paper, exam

	Describe course content: basically like history of economic thought mixed with some current events discussions

Evaluate course: very good, if you need a 300 level econ elective, it’s a good choice



	5) Course title: Contemporary Issues in Lit

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Middle

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): exam

	Describe course content: lots of the professors own writing, history of modes of communication and how they changed literature

Evaluate course: ok, it was the only lit course in the fall term so I had to take it. It wasn’t so bad but I would have rather taken something else.



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I didn’t really interact with them at all. I saw Julie Good, basically for the first time, in Madrid. I didn’t find them very useful and the meetings and stuff beforehand were a joke. The best thing is to talk to someone who went there before or is there now.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes I did, but like I said before, it was a huge waste of time. I think everyone knows its going to be different and they wont find out how much and how to deal with it till they get over there. Having ameeting 6 months before does nothing.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  if its needed, sure

May we use your comments in future publications?     x Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




