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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name   
Class  2004
Major(s)
Psychology

Country in which you studied
Spain


Host University
Universidad de La Rioja
City   Logrono


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From  Feb
To  June
 Year 
2003


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

The academic environment was practically nonexistent.  I learned a little bit when I put in the effort, but there was little “need” to go to class.  I traveled all the time and only went to class when I happened to be around for it or when I needed to find out what I had missed so I could do okay on the finals.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I can’t possibly answer this in one little box… However, it allowed me the opportunity to experience another culture, and really get a sense of what it means to be “American.”  This occurred largely because when you are in another environment, it encourages you to identify with things about your own culture that you may not have even realized are important to you, or it puts you in a situation where you are confronted with other cultures’ perceptions of your own. This was particularly salient to me because of Bush’s decisions regarding politics and the war in Iraq, and all Spaniards my age who I spoke to hated him.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Studying in Spain was influential in my understanding of my desire to think outside the box, and live outside the box… I found myself in many situations (socially, and intellectually) where I was confronted with the need to think critically about certain situations, politics, current events, important people, culture, etc… which is always beneficial to one’s own learning.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It hasn’t.  I still have the same philosophy that I did before going abroad… If you follow your ambitions, they will lead you to do lots of things you feel like you should be doing to get where you think you want to be… but if you follow your distractions, you will end up doing something that you feel passionate about… That’s how I feel about academics and my future career.  
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I rarely went to class, but I would spend time with university students constantly, so it was largely social for me, and helped in learning their colloquial speech and feeling welcome.   


b)  housing:

My apartment was amazing! I was living with 2 Spanish girls, 1 Spanish guy, and 1 American guy, all college-ish age or older.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I traveled all the time, usually with other international students (from Brazil, Germany, Canada)

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I went to Spain having taken Spanish for 9 years, so all I learned really was colloquial speech, and I guess one would say I became “fluent” but I wasn’t far from it having taken it for 9 years in school.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

There was plenty of information available through the international students office at the university, and we got lots of info at the orientation in Madrid, but I thought that was totally unnecessary.  It didn’t help me feel settled at all.  Being in Logrono is what helped me feel settled there, so I think orientation is unnecessary.  
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes.  Both Kim Griffin and Tracy were very helpful (Tracy especially in helping us find apartments in Logrono… but I ended up moving to live with friends anyway).  

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I made some of my best friends in the world (from all parts of the world) through this experience.  I was able to speak the language with them (as English was not any of their primary languages)… The opportunity to live in a smaller city among curious Spaniards (who think they know everything about American politics, foreign policy, trade, etc.) is an interesting challenge to one’s own ideals… Very unique.

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Go where you want and fight the study abroad people if they tell you no.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Not discrimination, just the assumption that all Americans think like Bush.  On women—talk back to the cat callers.  It surprises them.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

No strengths whatsoever in my course of study, except being really easy on foreigners… 

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1)  Spanish for Foreigners
	Indicate level:  intro??/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

I never went to the class but the instructor gave me the worksheets for the entire semester the day before the exam, so I did really well on it.  

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

100 % final exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

Never went. The final was easy.



	2) Greek Mythology
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

The course was everything that I would have expected… I learned about Greek Mythology through listening in class

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

There was no homework, but there was one presentation and a final paper on the same topic as the presentation.

Evaluate course, please comment:

If you think you will like Greek Mythology, or if you know you do, take the class.



	3) Anglo-North American Cinema
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Boring.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1-one page paper due in april

1- 15 page paper due at end of semester

Evaluate course, please comment:

I never went to the course, just wrote the final paper and got the highest grade in the class.  It was taught in Spanglish for the English Philology students there, so it was really easy.


	4) Political Ideas and Social Movements of the Modern Era
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Modern means 1500’s.  Oops.  

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One final paper of about 10 pgs, but professor gave all foreign students A’s

Evaluate course, please comment:

I never went, and when I did, I didn’t pay attention.  




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The office was incredibly frustrating to work with.  I had the language skills to go abroad, but the requirements were ridiculous.  I was enrolled in a Spanish Seminar, but hadn’t taken the language for a semester, so they told me I had to go to an English speaking country… so I finished the entire application process for University College of London when they FINALLY changed their minds and let me go in the fall before I left… The whole process was unnecessary, and there should be some sort of evaluation process for those who are practically fluent but don’t like the classes in the Spanish department at Middlebury.  The school should not limit capable individuals out of fear of embarrassment abroad, when those individuals could potentially have better language skills than students taking the prerequisite classes prior to going abroad.  

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

The meetings were fine, but what was most helpful was speaking with other students who had gone to the place I was about to go.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




