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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name
Class 2005
Major(s) International Studies______________
Country in which you studied Spain



Host University Universidad de la Rioja

City Logroño


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From September
 To February
 Year 
2003-04

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

Studying in Spain was a huge adjustment for me because I am accustomed to the Middlebury way of life. Spanish students are much more independent and there isn’t much discussion in class. The criterion for grading is also different because quite often, a grade usually consists of only one final exam or one final paper, as opposed to multiple opportunities to improve your grade. The only way in which I benefited in being in such a different academic environment occurred time-wise. I learned how to gradually spread out my reading and rely on my classmates for help. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I didn’t know much about Spanish culture prior to studying abroad, so in a sense I learned each and every day about the way of life of the Spanish people. I did have some preconceived notions about Spain before I arrived, but those changed as time passed. My perceptions of American culture didn’t really change much. I did realize however, just how much American culture has filtered itself into Spanish culture. I also learned how to deal with the constant questioning of American culture and politics from Spaniards.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Just living in a different culture is enough for personal growth. I learned how to share meaningful conversations with young people that grew up with different values and different views of the world. When I was abroad, what I found most helpful in myself included my tolerance for meeting new kinds of people, and an eagerness to learn as much as I could. I didn’t just stick to international students. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Studying abroad has underscored just how much I love the Spanish language. I would love to work there for a short period of time, in order to perfect my skill of the language. It also made me realize that meeting students from around the world is something very important to me.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I took classes along with the Spanish students, so it was total integrations into the Spanish university system. Although it was tough at first to meet the Spaniards, with time the situation improved.


b)  housing:

I lived in an apartment with the landlady and a student, both Spaniards. Living with Spaniards is the only living arrangement once should have while abroad. It is pivotal to the success of one’s hopes of improving their language skills. 

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I took a badminton class which helped me to meet other students at the university.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

With another international student, I would have conversations with Spaniards as a sort of language practice. I would speak Spanish, and the Spaniard would speak English, that way both parties would benefit.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My aural comprehension and speaking have improved dramatically. In terms of writing, I didn’t write as much as I hoped, so I’m not sure if I improved in this area.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I had sufficient support and information prior to departure, on arrival, and while I was in Spain. Everyone at the university was always very helpful, although they should have given us our ID cards a lot sooner.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The international relations office at the university is a great resource. They were always willing to help in any way possible. 

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would recommend this program to other Middlebury students because I had a great experience. Although one has to be quite picky with classes, in general the program is effective at total immersion, which is what one expects when going abroad.

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

To be picky when it comes to classes, to be aware of the night life, to be aware of the siesta hours, to meet as many Spanish students as possible, to live with Spaniards, and to bring paper for the printers.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

In Spain, the issue of immigration from Africa and Morocco is a pretty touchy subject, but I never saw any outright acts of discrimination. I also got my share of looks because not many Asians live in Logroño, but I think those were more curious stares than anything else.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

All of the departments are fairly equal, but I would suggest the philology department, just because the majority of my classes were in that department.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Conocimientos y Usos de la lengua española I
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

This course was very interesting, mainly focusing on linguistics and the origins of common words found in the Spanish language. There was a lot of exposure to Latin in general.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One final exam.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Professor Mangado is very well-known at the university, and I recommend him as well. He is very animated and does a good job of integrating both the Spanish and international students during class lectures. 

	2) Tradición Clásica en la literatura española
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

We studied the influences of the classic tradition on Spanish literature. Some topics include: Virgil, mythology, Borges, and Monterroso.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Three short papers and one final exam.

Evaluate course, please comment:

The professor was a nice man, and the material quite interesting, but he couldn’t animate the class much. Also, there was a lot of Latin and Italian in that class, so I would recommend some background knowledge of both language prior to entering the class.

	3) Teoría y Concepto del Arte
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

This class was a general introduction to sculpture, arquitecture, and painting. It was interesting to learn all of the vocabulary in Spanish. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One final exam.

Evaluate course, please comment:

I took the class because it had been a while since I last took an art class, and I found it interesting. The professor isn’t the best, but she did try her best to keep the students interested in the material.

	4) Ideas y movimientos sociales en la edad contemporánea
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Much to my surprise, this class covered very basic ideologies such as socialism and nationalism without going into much detail. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One final paper.

Evaluate course, please comment:

I don’t recommend this class just because I found it too basic for a fourth year class, and the professor was difficult to understand, even after spending a certain amount of time living in the country.

	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

My interaction with the office of off-campus study was all in all fine, except that I was always referred to the website, which didn’t have all the information I was looking for.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I attended the pre-departure meeting. The meeting and handouts were helpful, I wouldn’t change anything. Perhaps have more people who studied abroad at the meeting so that a wider range of opinions is represented.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




