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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name
Class 2005
Major(s) Literary Studies

Country in which you studied Spain



Host University Universidad de la Rioja

City Logroño


US sponsor (if different from host university) Middlebury



Period of study abroad:  From Sept. 2003
To Feb. 2004
 Year 2003-2004



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

It was obviously an interesting experience to see what the university system is like in Spain, but I think in most ways I’m happier with the U.S. system.  I enjoy the freedom we have in choosing classes here as well as the more interactive teaching style.  That doesn’t mean that I didn’t learn a lot in my lecture-heavy Spanish courses – that format makes it easy to identify what information is important (in classes with a lot of discussion it can be difficult to pick out the key points from classmates’ varied reactions) and is of course very helpful in developing listening and writing skills in a foreign language.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Studying abroad has obviously made me aware of the basic differences between Spanish and/or European cultures and the U.S., but I think more importantly it’s given me an opportunity to appreciate their fundamental similarities.  In the end it doesn’t matter whether supermarkets are open 24 hours a day, it matters how people treat each other and how they think about the world around them.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

The most important quality is just flexibility.  People in Spain are open to hearing about new ideas but they don’t always realize that other people don’t live the same way they do – it can be easy to get turned off by their attitude sometimes, because they can seem to think that everyone acts like Spaniards (though of course Spaniards do it slightly better than anyone else), but you have to stay flexible in order to explain yourself to them – and they usually appreciate it.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Studying abroad was part of my academic goals.  I don’t think it’s changed them.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

In classes I was integrated very well, since students in Logroño take regular classes at the host university, but there were always other exchange students (Middlebury or Erasmus) in my classes and it was easy to form to separate groups, us and the Spaniards.


b)  housing:

My 2 roommates were German, so my housing situation didn’t help to integrate me into Spanish culture, but I think what I learned about Germany was just as valuable – I feel like I got to study abroad in two places “for the price of one.”

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

The only formal extra-curricular activity I did was an aerobics class, and again, there were lots of other foreign students in it…  I tried to join a choir but they didn’t think my Spanish was good enough for it.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture? Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My greatest improvement was definitely in speaking, mostly because my speaking ability wasn’t at all up to the level of my other Spanish skills when I arrived.  Listening also improved a lot, mostly thanks to my classes, but I didn’t do much reading or writing that was more advanced than what I’d already done at Middlebury.  I improved in both of those too, of course, but it felt like an effect of my improved speaking and listening – in writing my thoughts flowed much faster, they way they did when I was speaking, and in reading I noticed the same improvement in understanding vocabulary, etc., that I did in listening.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Middlebury gave us a lot of information before we left, but I found that much of it was directed at students in Madrid.  The support we got when we arrived, especially in the housing search, was incredible (thank you, Teresa Córdova), but after that we didn’t hear much from the Madrid office because we were (geographically) removed from them.  They were always just an email away if we needed help, though.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Kim Griffin was always very encouraging and very helpful.  Again, she was mostly there to help us with problems if we sought her out, but she came to visit Logroño a few times to make sure she had a good idea of all our situations.
Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Logroño is a great city for Middlebury students, because the atmosphere and size is a lot like Middlebury (but there’s also stuff to do).  I had a great time, it’s a nice region, everything you need is within walking distance…  The professors at the university are very friendly to foreign students, and we’re kind of a novelty to people in the school and in town because they don’t see a lot of tourists, so they take a lot of interest in people from other countries.

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

First of all, go!  There’s no better way to learn a language or learn to understand another culture (and maybe your own), plus it’s fun.  Get involved in activities early, study even when you don’t have an assignment due (because in most classes you won’t have anything until a huge paper and/or exam at the end of the course), make new friends…

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I didn’t feel discriminated against, but it was obvious that people in Logroño weren’t used to having foreigners around.  This manifested itself in a lot of different ways, from excitement and curiosity to condescension, but it never made me feel uncomfortable.  (It was sometimes a bit frustrating when people treated me like I didn’t understand any Spanish, but the best thing to do there is just let them speak as slowly as they want to and then respond politely in the best Spanish you possibly can.)

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I only took philology (language/literature) courses, and they were good, but not exactly up to the level of Middlebury classes.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Conocimiento y Uso de la Lengua Española (Knowledge and Use of the Spanish Language)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

I found this course very interesting.  We learned a lot about the origins of the Spanish language and about common mistakes and how to avoid them.  

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

This course geared toward native speakers, so it was a challenge.  And there were some basic grammatical points that weren’t covered because the Spanish students didn’t need them.  I enjoyed it a lot and was shocked by how much I learned, so I’d definitely recommend it, but I think it’s a good idea to take a Spanish-for-foreigners class as well.

	2) Tradición Clásica y Literatura Española (Classical Tradition and Spanish Literature)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

We read classical texts and Spanish texts from a variety of periods in order to discuss the ways Spanish authors find inspiration in older works and adapt them to their own purposes.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

3 short papers, 1 exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

Very interesting and useful to my literary studies major.  This course raised a lot of interesting points and there was a lot of information to be gained from it.  It wasn’t always very well-presented and didn’t involve much discussion, but was definitely worthwhile.

	3) Teoría del Lenguaje Literario (Theory of Literary Language)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

This course dealt with the importance of interpretation and, very briefly, with a few schools of literary criticism.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 paper, 1 exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

I’m still not sure what I was supposed to have learned in this class.  It was boring, the professor said the same thing every day (and it wasn’t even interesting  or insightful), the entire course was ridiculously vague.  I got an excellent grade on the paper by saying things I knew already, so apparently the standards weren’t that high, either.  I would never recommend this class to anyone.

	4) América en la Edad Moderna (America in the Modern Age)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

A survey of Latin American history.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 paper, 1 exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

This course was only slightly interesting and very difficult to follow.  It was entirely lecture-based and the professor was a mumbler.  The one book we read was extremely anti-U.S. and somewhat offensive (the rest of the class, however, didn’t mention the U.S. at all).  The course title led me to expect a course about current events, so when it turned out to be history I was rather turned off, but to an open-minded history student it could be valuable.

	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I haven’t interacted much with the Off-Campus Study office.  They’ve generally seemed unorganized but eager to help.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, but it was not very useful, since the handbooks weren’t ready yet and we spent most of the meeting guessing what would be in it.  The advice from returned students was helpful, but it’s hard to take it all in before experiencing what they’re talking about it.  I only really got it in retrospect.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     
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 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




