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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name         
Class      '05 
Major(s)      english with spanish minor


Country in which you studied
SPAIN

Host University                 UNIVERDIDAD DE LA RIOJA
              City  __LOGROÑO
US sponsor (if different from host university)


Period of study abroad:  From     FALL 2003  (september)     To    WINTER 2004 (february)
 
Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

the adjustment isn’t too difficult, especially considering the workload is considerably LESS.  The teacher’s are definitely not quite as approachable (where here they hang out after class and talk with students), the commonly jet right after class to have a smoke or head back to their office. When I first arrived, I was actually very comforted by my classes, as the setting of a classroom was the only context in which I new Spanish, and the Spanish spoken there is much more easily comprehended than that of my roommates and other students, as it is relatively slang-free. I definitely come away appreciating what we have here at Middlebury, with huge numbers of motivated teachers and students, and you realize (as grueling as all the reading and time consuming work is) that academically, we are a step ahead of the game, or at least a bit more concerted.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

What a whopping question—I think that as these opportunities exist to get out of the US and live another life/culture/society, they have to be taken advantage of. The US, although our economy and infrastructures are considered one of the wealthiest and most developed of the world, that doesn’t mean we have everything right!!!!! The Spanish know what leisure time is, what a real fiesta and real daily routine should consist of. Eating the big meal midday, taking a nap, sipping wine, lots of great fish, and the list goes on and on. Considering my “understanding” previously was only derived from a classroom and quick tourist visit 5 yrs ago, my perception of Spain wasn’t “influenced”, it was created. American culture? Is just ****ed up, but I think that was evident before I left. CBS freaks out when a breast in a pasty is revealed, and yet we produce more porn than any other nation. Europe’s gotten past these extremes to a much more relaxed and accepting idea about sexual images.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

We really aren’t all that independent living here at Midd with administration, professors and other networks all looking for us to succeed. You learn what it is to be completely self-motivated; your teacher doesn’t even care if you show up to the final exam—in fact a not showing up is pretty common. Learning another language and learning to handle oneself in difficult situations (where you may not be able to express yourself exactly as you would like) are both invaluable qualities.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Academic goals weren’t changed specifically, but I am currently looking for an internship this summer in Latin America where I can continue speaking Spanish. Personally I have made the decision to commit myself to at least one other language. New languages, new ways to say perhaps the same emotion, same expression or sentiment or exclamation opens so many avenues to self- discovery, as trite as that sounds. It’s another way to see the world, another perspective completely, and another invaluable experience. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I had very different experiences within my 4 classes. Being the only foreigner in class actually HELPS to get you an in with the other Spanish kids, as they aren’t up against a whole group of foreigners who seem more content to talk amongst themselves, so I would look for that setting if possible (but remember you still might have to make the first move!) In classes with more foreigners the Spaniards are more stand-offish but are always pretty willing to strike up a conversation, it only takes a bit of initiative. Teachers are extremely receptive to the foreigners, as we tend to be a bit more motivated, or at least a bit more interested, as the Spaniards commonly skip or talk through class. (yes I realize  there are exceptions)


b)  housing:

Amazing, I lived with the three greatest girls right from Logroño who thanks to them welcomed me and stayed patient with the language barrier until we became so close it made leaving an emotional overhaul…

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

university activities (skiing, yoga, basketball) all very fun, and easy ways to hang out with other Europeans and Spanish kids, and yoga’s a fabulous way to learn parts of the body and he speaks niiiiice and slooooooowww.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

gave classes to the children of two different families (kids of professors), which is a good way to get to know the family environment and have a few surrogate parents (and grandparents –grandmothers tend to live with their daughters if they are widowed--) who were always very concerned with my well-being and travel plans and classes…

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
SPANISH



What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

A LOT. Living with Spaniards facilitated this more than anything else. Watching a lot of Spanish TV and talking with my roommates and their friends allows your comprehension and speaking to grow exponentially. My reading is also much better due to the fact that my vocabulary increased and you have a better feel of the way the sentences are constructed, nuances of certain words and phrases, as well as expressions and figures of speech that I wouldn’t have understood without the bettering of my aural comprehension. Writing is only lacking because we didn’t have to do it much, owing to the nature of the university system that doesn’t believe in drafting and writing technique. Also, as expected, any apprehension that I had about particular grammar issues I could fudge over in my speaking, but not in writing, and therefore got a bit stuck at times. I would suggest having a Spaniard read all trabajos (essays) before you hand them in. I had one of the parents (another professor) of the boy I gave class to read through my essays, and this was very helpful. Unfortunately, I found myself making some of the same mistakes as always. But in order to better this aspect I would need a writing intensive course with feedback, which wasn’t the case in any of mine.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yeah, all great. The office of international relations was always open to help out if need be. Brochures? I don’t know one university (including ours) that doesn’t exaggerate a bit or at least only highlight the better aspects. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Definitely, I felt everyone was very approachable although I didn’t have to use their services all that frequently I felt they all did their job well and let me on my way.

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  Yes   No

Why or why not?









  

YES.

Firstly, you need to get away. Getting a new perspective of the country we live in is really amazing. Apart from politics and our somewhat warped foreign policy, we live in a very foreign environment, so much excess, so much pop culture, and so much superficiality. And I hate being a bitter American, and I really can’t be because the circumstance of my university and the fruits of my society is that these opportunities exist. It takes a very forthright Spaniard to get up and out for a year or semester to another country, and we just need to fill out a few forms and get ourselves there and let Middlebury do the rest of the work. Don’t you dare pass up this opportunity… Brave and don’t listen to your excuses. 

Secondly, if you want to be in a big city with amazing sights and the Prado just around the corner and easy flights all around Europe, live in Madrid. But remember you’re sacrificing a lot more. You’ll hear Americans on every street corner, you’ll find it even harder to break into social circles of Spaniards when you’re at a Midd satellite school. If you want to actually learn Spanish and not get any sort of sugarcoated tourist’s idea of what Spain really is, head to Logroño. There’s nightlife, everything still closes from 2-5 for comida y siesta and you really are living in a “pristine”, “pure” (or what have you) Spanish environment. 

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

See above

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

We’re Americans. Today, just stating “soy de los estados unidos” has reverberations we couldn’t understand completely. From some I would get a response “OOO! USA, USA!!” and others “sí” and a somewhat cold conversation thereafter. In Logroño the people are much more interested in what our life and cultures are like more than discriminatory. In jaded environments like Barcelona or Madrid the people tend to be much less accepting, but I wouldn’t say treat you with outright discrimination. Just be aware that being American can have effects on people we may not understand. I ran into Argentineans who have very personal, very real and very just reasoning to hate my country’s government, and they have every right to. But when we go abroad we must remember we are acting as ambassadors of our country. For my roommates who may never get to see the “rascacielos” of new york have only me and my friends as their perception of American people. (ok, apart from the perceptions they get on TV and other media) At the same time, we don’t have to agree in what our government does abroad, and we can make our standpoint known and explain our reasons. At least this facilitates a better understanding and get across the simple fact that all of the stereotype embodied in the term “americana/o” doesn’t always apply, or in some cases, have any relevance whatsoever. In the end we are all individuals, so just make that known.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Take whatever class BERNARDO SANCHÉZ is teaching (in Filología department). He is the sweetest most intelligent and humble guy. Do it for your own good, if you take something random, it’s luck that it will come out as fulfilling.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Historía de la Poética  

        (Profesor: Bernardo Sánchez)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Looking at the significance of Aristotle’s Poetics and where it has been cited, recreated, and an inspiration for literature thereafter. We also looked at the ideas of “poetic thought” and “poetic creation” and what famous authors and artists have to say about mimesis, verisimilitude, and the creation of art as simply a new viewpoint, a new angle, on our reality.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Class participation and big final analytical paper of 10-15 pags.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Great course, has given me a new perspective as well on my English major. It was surprising how much this solitary work reverberates and is reassessed in so many pieces of contemporary literature.



	2) Territorio y Sociedad de España

       (Profesora Teresa Santa Garcia)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

A broad intro course to the over-arching themes in the geography, history, government and society of Spain. Talked a lot about population (low birth rate, no equilibrium of population concentration, etc), immigration (relationships with Morocco, Latin America etc), steel and fishing industry (Bilbao and Galicia), tourism (Canary and Balearic islands and the Mediterranean coasts), decline of agriculture, and a bit about politics (Franco and ETA).

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Big final project (or report) of about 25-30 pgs. on topic of your choice.

Evaluate course, please comment:

A bit weird that we weren’t tested on everything we learned in class, all of which was relevant and worthwhile information. Although, doing a big research project ended up being quite time consuming but also fulfilling (we did ours on the oil spill of the “Prestige”)



	3) Historía de la Música y el Folklore

(Profesora Pila Camacho)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

The history of music, ancient Greece up to 20th century. A bit on Spain’s folklore and musical tradition.
Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Big project with presentation on the folklore of one autonomous community of spain. A couple small homework assignments analyzing pieces of music. Three concert critiques (therefore, had to go to two concerts outside of class and watch the new year’s concert from Viena Philharmonic on TV). Three commercial recordings and critiques of the music used in the commercial and how it facilitated the desired effect. A burned CD (this wasn’t easy to do, as I had no computer to go home to like the kids in the class) of a song from every major epoch in music.

FINAL EXAM on everything!!

Evaluate course, please comment:

I don’t know what I was thinking signing up for this course. It was probably my favorite group of kids and being the only foreigner I definitely got babied by my classmates. But it was a lot more work and required a lot more knowledge of musical terms, theory and movements as well as composers that I just didn’t know. Beware that in Magisterio departments the classes and years all build on each other and it is hard to jump in in their final year (as I did) when the all already played instruments, had taken a large number of courses on and had jobs for the following year to teach music in elementary school. Also in Magisterio, as in most departments, there’s a core group of kids that take all their classes together, and there was an “Audiciones”  listening class that met in conjunction with this one that the professor was always referring to. I on the other hand only heard about the facts but never listened to the music because that was integrated into another class. Even, for them this class is considered one of their hardest as well, as it’s a lot more work than usual. And like I said, they  had a lot more experience than I and I was a bit overwhelmed.



	4)   Gramática para Extranjeros

           (ALBERTO!)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

We spent a lot of time on subjunctive, which was very helpful!! Then there’s the review of other little things I could never hear enough of (por/para etc learning lots of new vocab…) 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Only final exam.

Evaluate course, please comment:

So much fun and I learned a lot too.



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Very good, no issues there. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I don’t think I attended (well at least not the one this summer at Middlebury). Sometimes too many handouts only make things more confusing and a but more assistance on the visa could have saved me some trips, but oh well.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 Yes    No, thanks
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     

 Yes, please!    No  
May we use your comments in future publications?      Yes    No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

