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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name_________________________ Home institution__Middlebury College____________ Class __2005_
Major(s)___Joint: Geography/Spanish

Country in which you studied: Spain


Host University Universidad de La Rioja
  City: Logrono

US sponsor (if different from host university)

Period of study abroad:  From:September 2003
to June 2004
 Year 
2003/2004

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

The Spanish system, it seemed, is based entirely on rote.  Very little emphasis is placed on the development of critical thinking skills or independent thought.  Whereas this was somewhat difficult and problematic for my first semester in Spain, my second semester went smoothly once I had come to comprehend this different system.  Even though this system varies greatly from the US, the entire process of studying abroad, actively engaging in conversation in a foreign language, and being forced to adapt to a different learning environment were all critical to the study abroad experience.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Spanish culture is how I expected it to be.  Moreover, I wasn't too surprised to learn of the general dislike of Americans abroad.  American media and the associated representation of Americana are omnipresent in Spain.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I've learned to be more self-reliant and adaptable. My easy going nature,  willingness to experiment and try new things were the most important personal qualitites I had while abroad.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I am eager to return to Spain to study.  Studying as a Fulbright scholar would be ideal.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Actively interacting with classmates and arranging to hang out were the best ways to integrate.  Also, talking to professors faciltated understanding the course aims.


b)  housing:

I lived with two Spaniards, a student and a factory worker, this was essential to my integration.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I did a lot of hiking with Spanish friends.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I had a Dillon Dewaulke internship, this truly allowed me to integrate myself into the Spanish lifestyle and I met many friends through work.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

All aspects of my language fluency improved as a result of studying abroad for a year. Watching TV and initiating conversations with the Spanish were the two best ways to develop my language skills.  Reading helped and so did writing, but often times they only served to mimic educational opportunities within the US.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

All informations was pertinent except for the course listings, which were limited and not entirely accurate. Other than that, everything was helpful and accurate.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Kim Griffin was an incredible help to me and highly effective.  She was very approachable and her concern and help are related to my succuss in learning and appreciating Spanish while abroad. Many of the things I did while abroad would not have been possible without her support.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

YES. The location and size of Logrono make it one of the best sites to learn Spanish.  There is almost no foreign or English speaking presence, and the people are very nice. The university was not difficult, but I think this is the case with most Spanish universites that offer a junior year abroad programs. Moreover, the Universidad de La Rioja is unique in that international students are placed into classes with Spaniards rather than relegated to international programs within the university.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Study abroad is a great idea and should not be passed-up.  Logrono is a great place to integrate onself into the local culture and truly increase one's Spanish speaking abilities.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No.  Being less overtly American (complaining, speaking English loudly) is a highly effective method of avoiding discrimination.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Most professors were helpful, but few of the classes were demanding or added to my academic development.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Medieval Spanish Literature

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

2 papers


	Describe course content:

Medieval works were summarized in lectures.  Readings were basic and dealt with quintessential works from the time period.  Papers were based on the novels read.

Evaluate course:

I read  Amadis de Gaula, which was interesting insofar as it relates to Don Quixote.  The professor was very nice and helpful.  The course content was not very interesting or insightful.



	2) Course title:

Theory of Litererary language

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 paper,  1 presentation, and 1 exam
	Describe course content:

A survey of the schools of literary criticism of the 20th century.

Evaluate course:

Although nice and helpful, the professor was not coherent; following the lectures of the professor was next to impossible.  I have a basic understanding of literary schools of criticism, but would not be  able effectively criticize any literature from these schools' point of view. Overall not a worthwhile course.



	3) Course title:

Latin American Literature 1

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

exam
	Describe course content:

A survey of Latin American literature until 1900.

Evaluate course:

This course made no attempt to provide any insight into the literature covered.  Rather, it brushed over all themes in a general manner with regard to the historical underpinnings.  I would not recommend this course to a friend.



	4) Course title:

Knowledge and Use of the Spanish Language

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 exam
	Describe course content:

Aimed to address vernacular errors in written and spoken Spanish, this course dealt with an incredible amount of vocabulary, pronunciation, etymology and latin.

Evaluate course:

Difficult because I didn't know latin but interesting and very worthwhile. It was interesting to see what sort of errors the Spanish themselves make. 



	5) Course title:

Population and Natural Resoures

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 exam
	Describe course content:

Discussed the spatial issues related to the distribution and consumption of natural resoures and how they related to population growth.

Evaluate course:

Interesting and not too difficult, the course would be worth taking.  All the same, it seemed mostly a review of  Earth Science ideas.



	6) Course title:

Geography and Landscape

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 exam
	Describe course content:

A discussion of physical geography and the changing lanscape related to the growth and development of humanity.

Evaluate course:

This course would be worth taking and was straightforward in its objective.  Most interesting of all was the part that related to the landscape of La Rioja.



	(Please add additional space if necessary)

Geography of Underdevelopment

Upper

1 exam
	This course seemed thorough, but Spain is not the ideal place to take a course of this nature (being politcally correct is not really understood, just look at the name, the same course at Middlebury is the Geography of Development).  All the same it was insightful to see how a former imperialist power deals with issues of underdevelopment.

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Everyone at the office was pleasant and helpful.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes.  The meetings were not very helpful or useful.  Most of the information could have been relayed in very clear and explicit handouts.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No no

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  no

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No no

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
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