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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name                        Home institution Middlebury College                              Class 05
Major(s) Psychology

Country in which you studied Spain
Host University Universidad de la Rioja City Logrono

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From February To June Year  2004
Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

 I definitely  had a much better appreciation for how wonderful the Middlebury  environment   is, and how much more student and professor interaction we have here.  The Spanish system was incredibly disappointing after spending three years at Midd.  I do think I benefited from hearing Spanish all day in class, but in terms of actual new material being gleaned, it was minimal at best.  And I did attend almost every class and completed all assignments. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I think more Americans need to study abroad.  Foreigner’s attitudes  to Americans are complex , at best: on one hand, we are envied and revered for the economic wealth and grandiosity of our society.  On the other hand, we are despised for our imperialistic foreign policy and our drastic misunderstanding of most of the world.  It was very informative to be in Spain on March 11, 2004, although my program didn’t do anything in the way of offering insight or reflexion about the event—something that I’m sure happened 4,000 miles away at Midd in Vermont. 

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I think I became much more empathetic to “foreigners,” in all senses of the world—social, political, geographic.  I very much felt like an outsider for most of my time there—not because people were at all unwelcoming or unfriendly, but because I simply lacked the basic social understanding that natives automatically have embedded within them.  I also gained  a lot of independence, knowing  I could spontaneously walk to a train station and buy and ticket and a guidebook and within ours be successfully touring another city.  Plus, knowing that I can converse with just about anyone, about anything, in a foreign language, is a really cool feeling.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I would definitely like to spend more time abroad, hopefully working for a few years overseas.  I think it has made it hard to come back to Middlebury, however—Vermont honestly seems somewhat unstimulating.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

The foreigners sat on one side of the room, the Spanish students on the other.  The U de la Rioja made NO effort to integrate foreign students with Spanish students, and our efforts were fruitless.  It also majorly hindered us that none of us smoked, because that’s the primary social activity before, after, and sometimes during classes.  Also, most of these students are from rural, provincial towns, have known one another for years, and had very little desire to meet foreigners.  I think students should be advised to try to somehow integrate with Spanish students who are learning English, because even though their desire to practice their English could be seen as detrimental to a Midd student’s acquisition of Spanish, English students seemed to have a stronger desire to meet foreigners, and were more welcoming (which is better for your Spanish in the long run than not talking to any Spanish students at all).


b)  housing:

I got lucky and had a wonderful roommate  (who was studying  English) who made an active point of talking to me, introducing me to her friends, and taking me home with her for the weekend.   My first apartment in Logrono (I was there for a week) was not a good situation at all—my roommates barely talked to me and were never there.  Luckily I met someone whose cousin needed a roommate, so I was able to move and meet a wonderful friend.  But if Middlebury can make any sort of effort to look for Spanish students who really WANT to get to know foreigners—perhaps by advertising in the English departments at universities abroad, I think that would be really beneficial to Midd students.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

n/a

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

The BEST way to meet Spaniards and be integrated is to go out and partake in the social events!  This is the very foundation of Spanish social life, and all members of society—little children to old people, spend lots of time in bars and cafes, smoking and drinking coffee and wine.  Unless students do this, they will not  be integrated.  I learned ten times more about  Spanish culture in bars than in the classroom,  and I also improved my language abilities tremendously .  One should not discount the importance of a social life while studying abroad.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?  Spanish
What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Vast improvements in all areas.  By the end of 4 months I felt like I could talk to anyone about anything (with some grammatical difficulties, granted, but I got by with no problems).

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

They could have done more to introduce us to Spanish students and to university services.  I also had a major scheduling problem with a final exam that the Midd school in Spain program director was unable to help me with, whereas had I actually been at Midd in Vermont it would have been a non-issue.  

I think more could have been done to emphasize that Logrono is a SMALL town, and that there’s a LOT of down time (because there just isn’t any work for the classes until the last two weeks, regardless of how good a student you are), and it can be really lonely to be bored in a foreign country.  If students are seeking metropolitan experience with easy access to travel to other parts of Europe, they should go to Madrid.    But for Spanish apprehension, Logrono is clearly the best.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Our contact from the school in Madrid was wonderful and definitely made an effort to check in with us and make sure we were doing alright—I really appreciated that.  I also really liked when professors from Middlebuy in Vermont came and visited us in Spain (to evaluate the program).  It was a really nice chance to speak candidly about our comparisons between the two programs.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 x Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would recommend the program, so long as a student knew about the environment in Logrono and that they were giving up a metropolitan, art-filled city for a very provincial, typically Spanish experience.  It’s sort of like, do you want  to come to the US to study in New York or Buffalo.  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Really think about if you’re the kind of person who gets bored easily (and when bored is unhappy or homesick) and think about if being in a rural location with not a lot of academic stimulation is going to be right for you.  On the other hand, your Spanish will improve incredibly, you’ll have exposure to a fascinating part of Spain that not a lot of tourists ever get to see, and you get a lot of personal satisfaction in knowing you did it.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

People were generally more anti-Bush or anti-foreign policy than directly anti-American.    I guess do as much as you can to show your respect for their cultural mores and their own political perspectives, before just blatantly defending the US as a first resort.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Spanish for Foreigners is the only class I’d really recommend with much enthusiasm, and it’s required.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:  El Geografia del Subdesarrollo (The Geography of Underdevelopment)

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro/Upper level (2nd year students)

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One powerpoint project (a very general report on a country) that we never actually presented, one final exam

	Describe course content:

The class covered classical views of underdeveloped countries, then looked at several aspects of “third world nations.”

Evaluate course:  Most of the books on the recommended reading list were published prior to 1980, there were no modern texts, nor were there texts that presented disparate or contrasting views.  The professors comments were one-sided and somewhat antiquated (one of the maps we looked at showed the “white” and “black” areas of the world—referring to people).  The professor also had very difficult to understand Spanish and gave the foreign students lower grades than the Spanish students.


	2) Course title: Comparative Literature

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

second and third year students

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Two class discussion sections held outside of class based on reading a book of poetry and part of a novel; a one page reflection essay on our perceptions of the class.


	Describe course content:

This class compared Spanish literature with other European literature.  The course was designed to move through early, medieval writings through the 20th century, looking at the great “classics” of the major European countries.  There were lots of international students in the course and the professor encouraged comparison and discussion.  This was the most Midd-like of any of my classes in Spain.

Evaluate course:  The syllabus of the course and the material we were going to study was all very interesting; we only actually covered about 5% of the proposed material, however.  I did really like the professor—he was very welcoming to the exchange students and made a point of having us participate in his class.



	3) Course title: Contemporary History

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

second year students

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): One short essay reviewing a historical book, a written final exam.

	Describe course content:

This course was designed to study 20th century European history.  However, we mainly covered the Russian Revolution, World War I, and some of World War II (although the Holocaust was never even mentioned).    The professor provided lots of supplemental reading handouts that we read in class, which was kind of helpful.

Evaluate course:  I actually learned some things about history that I didn’t know before the class.  I wish the professor could have provided some insight into Spanish history at the time as well.  He was a very nice man, but made no effort to integrate the international students into our class.  Often topics involving American history or foreign policy came up, and he never asked for our perspective on things.

	4) Course title:  Spanish for Foreigners (the advanced level)

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Advanced (for non-native speakers)

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  Participation and a final exam.

	Describe course content:

This class was designed solely for non-native speakers.  It was a really helpful place to learn Spanish in a non-threatening environment.  We covered a lot of advanced grammar and pronunciation, as well as colloquial phrases and some cultural norms as well.  We played games, wrote stories, and role-played.  It was nice to have a chance to have a class with the other international students.

Evaluate course:  This was the most worthwhile class I took in Spain.  The professor, Alberto, was wonderful and very patient.  He was also willing to read and correct assignments for other classes, which was nice.  Definitely the best class I took in Spain, it helped my Spanish improve.


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:
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Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

While I completely understand Middlebury’s perspective that study abroad should be a very independent experience and that we should have a lot personally invested in our time abroad, it would NOT take away from the experience to provide SOME assistance in obtaining the visa to go to Spain!!  It was such a frustrating process that the school could have made a lot easier—like providing accurate requirements for each visa.  Honestly, enough people do it every year that it shouldn’t be that hard to keep track of.

That’s my only major complaint, however.  I honestly learned a lot more about the programs from talking to other students who’d already studied abroad.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I found this meeting to be very condescending.  Telling us that “we couldn’t just walk to the dining hall and have food waiting for us “ and that “washing machines in Spain might not take quarters” doesn’t really do anything useful.  We’re adults and can take care of basic needs without being reminded of the obvious differences between cultures.  I did appreciate having the students there who had been abroad themselves, but it might have been more helpful to separate the Logrono, Segovia, and Madrid kids, as each location has an entirely different set of needs and issues.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?    x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?    x  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu










