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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name _____________________ Home institution__Midd                    ___ Class   2005
Major(s): English and Spanish

Country in which you studied: Spain
Host University: Universidad de la Rioja       City: Logroño
US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From: Feb ‘04   To: July ‘04 Year 2004

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I think it refreshed my ability to really work hard, it also made me work under my own time constraints, rather than those of a professor, and taught me to manage my time better.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I noticed a lot of differences between spanish and american culture, and seeing both from the perspective of the other really taught me a lot.  I loved pondering the different ways each country was settled, and how that has affected the arrangement of cities, and the way of life.  I learned for the first time how prevalent american culture has become, and I also learned which parts of american culture I love and missed while I was abroad.  If anything, I became more patriotic while abroad, especially after the madrid bombing.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I am more independent, more confident, more secure, take less part in social pettiness, can avoid my own insecurities and I know better how to force myself outside my comfort zone.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I decided to double major in spanish as well as english, and this decision It hink will help me a great deal in graduate school and postgrad work opportunities.  

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I think I most integrated with the spanish students in my classes.  Classes and nightlife, perhaps.  Just having so much work at the end of the semester forced me to spend a lot of tiem in the library or computer rooms and to see how they do it over there.


b)  housing:

I loved my apartment building, I liked saying hello to my neighbors all the time, and having them and the people in the nearby grocery stores learn my face and start saying hi to me.  Living with three french-canadians was wonderful, and I made some great friends, but in the long-term, I think living with spanish people would have increased my personal growth.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

travel, local vegetarian meals, lots of time outside in the park, etc.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
spanish
What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My reading and aural comprehension improved the most of my skills, although every skill improved a great deal.  I’m not as far along in speaking as I would have liked to be, but I would imagine a year’s stay would have helped that.  My reading was horrible upon arrival, as was aural comprehension, and so I had to work hardest on those, thus they are the most improved.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes. Yes, yes.  I loved how midd really held my hand right at the beginning, I don’t know what I would have done otherwise.  However, after that, there were no “program-y” things and I was free to spend my time in spain exactly as I saw fit.  I liked not feeling like someone was holding my hand through the whole thing (although, again, right at the beginning was a huge help)

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Kim Griffin is amazing, I adore her and wish I could have seen more of her.  Teresa Cordova was also wonderfully motherly.  Everyone had the greatest patience and good attitude and sense of humor about the whole thing.  I felt as though people were watching me from a discreet distance and that was encouraging but not obtrusive.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? YES

Why or why not?









  

I liked the smaller city, although it is DEFINITELY a city.  If a student goes to spain for only a semester, a smaller town It hink is the better option.  I loved Logroño’s location, it has a good transportation system, and it’s near san sebastian, which was a wonderful thing for me.  I also got to go to Galicia, which is not something other students in  different parts of spain could have done because it’s so distant.  I loved the administration of the college, liked my professors.  If a student is interested in literature/history/filology/humanities, logroño is the place.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Talk to your professors, tell them you are an international student and a little confused.  Get them to give you the topic of your final papers EARLY.  Don’t worry about working too much during the semester, it all happens at the end but it’s sort of all arranged that way on purpose.  Be open.  Smile at other people.  Ask for help.  Don’t be loud.  If an opportunity to teach someone english comes along, take it—it’s usually paid very well and it’s good experience and it’s teaching and you’ll make friends.  Go out at night.  Go to the estanco—the tabacco shop—and get the Eurodirect calling card to call the US—don’t use your cell phone.  Use the cell to have people call you  (incoming are free) and to call local friends.  Walk everywhere, if you can, even if it’s a mile to school—I did.  It felt great and I saw people and I enjoyed it a lot.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Spanish people aren’t very open to other races.  If a particular part of town is known to be filled with gypsies then it is a bad part of town.  Also, and this sounds pretty bad but it’s unavoidable, the arabic-looking men are generally the ones who will stare longer, say weirder things, and make more attempts to talk to you (when you don’t want them to).  It’s just a word to the wise.  Whether or not they mean badly, they will make you (or maybe blonde girls) feel uncomfortable.  The spanish people as a whole do not have any problem with staring directly at you and continuiing to stare.  Being blonde was pretty weird in Logroño, I felt like a circus freak at times.  L. is very untouristy, which is a wonderful thing, but you will get stares and comments and feel very different.  Going running, too, is weird to them no matter what sex you are.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Literature, filology, humanities, español para extranjeros

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

historia de los generos literarios

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):3rd year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Big final exam, even bigger final paper


	Describe course content:

Studying the history of literary genres, in lecture form

Evaluate course:
The professor was not helpful and hard to understand but because I had to do so much of it myself, I learned a ton in the end.  



	2) Course title:

historia de la lit. española

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

3rd year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Presentation, oral exam, 2 big papers


	Describe course content:

We studied old spanish texts and the growth of all the types of literature

Evaluate course:
We ended up with two totally separate teachers which made for a very disjointed understanding of what they were actually teaching.  I liked the first one and not the second, at all.



	3) Course title:

lit. europea y lit. española

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

4th year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Small papers, 2 group discussions
	Describe course content:

Comparison of european and spanish literature

Evaluate course:

I loved it, I loved the professor and the class wasn’t too hard, but focused on the different cultures, and different cultural perspectives.  The teacher was really thoughtful toward international students and he even helped me figure out the paper for another class



	4) Course title:

español para extranjeros

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

N/a

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final exam, oral exam
	Describe course content:

Advanced and systematic grammar class

Evaluate course:

I learned a ton, got to talk a bunch, really feel like I know grammar now, liked the professor, would take it again.



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I thought the information session a little juvenile, but hearing from the returnees was WONDERFUL.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Handouts were useful, but I feel like they could have been organized better or made clearer.  I loved the packet of all the information,r ead it cover to cover.  I would recommend that OCS recommend a travel guide.  I read it on the plane over and learned a lot.  Let’s Go for spain was my bible, I didn’t go anywhere without it, I planned my family’s trip with it.  It has maps and telephone numbers and hostels and operating hours and everything!

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

Maybe? For what end?

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     yes

May we use your comments in future publications? yes

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




