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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name________________ Home institution______Yale University______________ Class _05____
Major(s)____Spanish___________________________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied Spain


Host University
La Universidad de la Rioja
City  Logroño  

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From   Feb
To    July
 Year 

04

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

It was sometimes hard to get used to the very independent stoudy format of Spanish classes.  Instead of weekly reading and papers, you are just expected to do independent research on the topic so that you can do better on the final exam and for your own personal enrichment.  The grading system is also different… People tend more to focus on passing than getting an A.  Though all grades are posted with names publicly, there seems to be less competition.  The different academic environment taught me to focus more on learning than getting good grades.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I honestly didn’t think my views or cultural understanding had changed much until I came back home, and more specifically to Yale.  I find myself completely appalled by the “organization-kid” culture here anymore.  I had never really been in favor of it in the first place, but now that I’ve lived in a country where extracurriculars are for passionate people and not resume building, I find it even more troubling.  On the other hand, I’ve gathered a new appreciation for certain aspects of American culture that I didn’t really had before—not the least of which is the near guarantee of toilette paper in public stalls.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I think going to Spain has helped me to have the courage to take more risks in life.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I think now I can’t imagine not spending more time in Spain after graduation.  

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I guess I was integrated into the classes.  These weren’t that helpful in helping me integrate into the host country other than to organize my use of time.


b)  housing:

Great… Living in an apartment with a native spaniard and another foreigner (Latvian) was ideal.  This really helped integrate me… Cooking for myself everyday made me get used to Spanish grocery offerings and learn how to cook their dishes.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I volunteered at an elementary school.  This was actually quite helpful in terms of integration… I got to interact with middle aged adults and young children—two groups that I wouldn’t have had much contact with otherwise.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My accent improved a lot, my reading got a little faster, and aural comprehension improved quite a bit too.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

More or less… I wasn’t really aware of how little Middlebury would be involved in the Logroño program.  I personally think that ended up being a good thing (other than with regards to the price).

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

She was great… but I never really needed her help.  The international relations office at ULR was more available and to be honest I would have felt more comfortable if my money had been going to the workers there than the Middlebury workers in Madrid.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? XYes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I loved being there and would recommend ULR wholeheartedly.  But I would possibly recommend trying to go around Middlebury and just enroll directly… since it would be so much cheaper..

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Don’t underestimate how hard it will be to reintegrate yourself.  

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I think that it would be hard to be a black person in Spain… while they differentiate between African-Americans (acceptable) and Africans (usually considered dangerous or stupid), there are clearly some strong prejudices, and I think that some comments made by Spaniards would offend just about any American ear.  And generally they think Americans are much more racist and so they will argue with you if you point out the racism of the comment.  Also there is a horrible prejudice against the Romani…  Less so in Logroño than in southern Spain I’ve found though.  

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

There is this professor “Pepa” who teaches archaeology and pueblos hispanos de la antiguedad… she is awesome.  I think she is the greatest strength of the university.  

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Conocimiento y Uso de la Lengua Española II

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Just a final exam.
	Describe course content:

A lot of worksheets and going through native speaker’s mistakes  and talking about the reasons why it is a mistake and why a native speaker would make the mistake.  

Evaluate course:  Pretty good… A little boring, but I have a better understanding of Spanish etymologies and the reasons behind the grammar… Also, I can pick out native speaker mistakes better.  The final exam was tough but doable.  


	2) Course title:

Geografía del Subdesarrollo

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
A power point presentation and final exam


	Describe course content:

Talking about reasons for “underdevelopment” in various countries and possible solutions.  

Evaluate course:
This class was absolutely awful.  I would never ever ever recommend it.  The theory taught was outdated and not questioned… 



	3) Course title:

Pueblos Hispanos de la Antiguedad

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentation, paper, final exam, (extra credit available through in-class competition)
	Describe course content:

Ancient History of Spain… often this period in Spanish history is glossed over or skipped entirely… I thought the class was fascinating.  

Evaluate course:

The best class I took in Spain.  A lot of material, but fun.  The prof is an engaging lecturer and tries to make the class fun by adding in-class jeopardy-like competitions and taking the class on fieldtrips.  She took us to a nearby archaeological dig of a roman villa.  Very cool.



	4) Course title:

Literatura de España y Europa

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
In class participation, end of class critique
	Describe course content:

Read a few Spanish novels, compared them to some European ones…

Evaluate course:

It was ok… Prof was accessible… but I can’t say I learned anything.



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

It was fine.  No complaints.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

No.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  X No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     XYes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Internet

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

I wanted to go to the “cuna de la lengua Española” as they say.  I hate big cities but get bored in really small towns.  Logroño seemed the perfect compromise.  

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

I guess I expected Middlebury to be a little more involved considering the money spent…

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes absolutely.

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Hmmm… I think it would depend on your home institution.  In my case I don’t think I faced any unique challenges.  

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Well, anyone can email me at Megan.Zlatos@yale.edu

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




