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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name__________________________ Home institution___Middlebury___________ Class __2005.5____
Major(s)___International Studies (Span. Lit and Culture)________________________________    
Country in which you studied:   Spain

Host University: Middlebury College

City Middlebury, VT


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From February 6th
To June 20th
 Year 

2004

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

The educational environment was completely different- getting anything out of classes involved much more independent work and motivation. There were no required texts, discussion sections, or quizzes, which meant that students could get away with doing no work until the final exam. It was nice, however, to not feel overwhelmed with work and stressed (as is often the case here at Midd), and to be able to have the freedom to choose the texts you want to read and do it at your own pace. This took some adjustment, though, because I was used to syllabi and teachers telling me exactly what to do and when. I had to become much more responsible about getting work done, although because there was significantly less of it, it didn’t pose much of a problem.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Studying abroad was crucial in understanding Spain and its culture. Living with Spaniards, attending a Spanish university, and traveling throughout the country was how I got to know and became immersed in Spanish culture.  Of course I also grew more aware of how the US and Americans are perceived around the world and learned things about my own culture that I never realized before going abroad.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I tend to be an adventurous, independent and curious person who is always looking for opportunities to have new experiences, meet new people, and see new places. This was very important in my time abroad, as I took advantage of every opportunity that came my way to get to know the country. Traveling by oneself is one experience I think everyone should have and certainly helped me become much more confident in myself and eager for more adventures, big or small, in the future. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Studying in Spain only reconfirmed my love for the Spanish language and my interest in international affairs. In the future I hope to combine both of these in whatever career I choose. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Most professors were wonderful in including the foreign students in classes, making sure that they were well adjusted and providing extra help when necessary. The Spanish students, however, mostly kept to themselves and didn’t make much of an effort to get to know the foreign students in their classes.


b)  housing:

My housing was great—I lived with 2 Spanish girls, both who worked, who were interested in getting to know me and helping me adjust. One of them in particular became my best friend abroad and was the main reason for how positive my experience was abroad. I also loved my apartment- quite large and right near the center of town, which was what I was looking for.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I didn’t participate in any formal extra-curricular activites…..

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture? Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My Spanish improved in every way—my grammar class at the university helped me with reading and writing and my total immersion (especially living with 2 Spaniards and speaking Spanish at all times) helped with my spoken skills and aural comprehension.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, mostly. I wish I had known a little more about my specific destination (Logroño) before arriving there, but most important information was provided for me either before or upon arrival in Spain. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes! All of the staff of the school in Spain were great—all extremely helpful, available, and concerned with our well-being. 

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

YES. I loved it—I learned a lot, improved my language skills, made life-long friendships, traveled more than I thought possible, and had a great time all around.  I miss it!

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

My personal advice would be to not necessarily study in a huge city, if possible, as it is much easier to get to know people and the town if it is smaller and walk-able. In Logroño, I would often bump into friends on the street and got to know locals fast—something that’s not possible in a huge city like Madrid. Also, I would tell people to ONLY live with natives of the country, especially if you’re in a non-English speaking country. This was crucial in the improvement of my language skills and in my adjustment to the country. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Of course I experienced some anti-Americanism, but that’s inevitable with everything that is going on right now. I used that opportunity to educate people about the US and about some issues that they may have not understood--- and took the rest in stride and didn’t let it bother me. 
[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I took classes in 3 departments and am not sure if the university has a particular strength…

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: 

Contemporary History II

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

3rd-year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 small paper and a final exam


	Describe course content:

We were supposed to cover 20th century European history, but we actually only covered up until 1945. 
Evaluate course:
I liked the course in general, but the professor had a personal obsession with Germany and Russia (or so it seemed) and so the class concentrated mostly on these 2 countries. We also never got beyond WWII in class but were tested on all of the 20th century on the final exam. The professor was a good lecture but classes were often dry, as he provided almost no visuals and simply stood at the front of class and talked for an hour straight. 



	2) Course title:

Spanish Grammar

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

N/A (for all foreign students)

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One final oral and written exam


	Describe course content:

Classes consisted of oral and written exercises as well as games, skits, and more creative activities that made learned the grammar fun.
Evaluate course:

This class was great—the professor (Alberto) was laid-back, friendly, patient, and great at teaching us the concepts. It really helped me with my grammar and I got to know all the Erasmus students at the same time (we were all in the same class). 


	3) Course title:

Spanish and European Literature (Comparative Literature)

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

3rd-year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Participation in seminar classes (held twice throughout the semester) and one final exam.
	Describe course content:

In this course we learned more about the history of comparative literature then read comparative literature itself. Foreign students had different assignments than Spanish students, and we had separate seminar classes as well. We read several examples of various Spanish and European literatures (prose and short stories) as well as a Spanish novel.
Evaluate course: 

This course was interesting but the Professor, although extremely nice and great about including the foreigners in class discussions, would often go off on tangents that had nothing to do with the course.  Overall I had a great experience in the class but didn’t come away learning a great deal.



	4) Course title:

Geography of the 3rd World

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

3rd-year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 power point presentation (handed in but not actually presented) and a final exam
	Describe course content:

We had 2 lectures a week and then a lab in which we learned how to work with Power Point and we worked on our projects. 
Evaluate course:

I would not recommend this course to future students—the professor was a nice guy but talked very fast in class and was boring. The power point projects took forever to make and then we didn’t even present them. The exam was pretty difficult and, although I learned a great deal in the class, it wasn’t worth the painful classes and annoying work. 



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The staff of off-campus study has been facilitating and easy to work with. I’ve had a great experience with everyone in the office.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes—the most helpful part of the meeting was having students there who had been abroad the year before, so that they could answer specific questions. The other parts of the meeting were pretty useless for me—I had already been abroad a few times and new how to deal with fitting into a new culture, what to expect in terms of anti-Americanism, how women are treated, social life, etc. This aspect of the meeting was pretty obvious to most and probably could be changed in the future.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes – sure!    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

May we use your comments in future publications?    x  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




