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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name: Class 2004
Major(s) International Studies (European Studies, Literature and Culture)


Country in which you studied Spain


Host University  Middlebury College

City Madrid


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From Sept. 2002
To  June 2003
 Year 
02-03


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

First semester I was at the Instituto in Madrid and found the structure of classes and the school environment in general to be similar to those of Middlebury. However, second semester I attended Universidad Carlos III. Whereas first semester, attendance was mandatory,  there were regular assignments and a midterm,  final, and final paper/project,  second semester I found I had to make a greater individual effort. The classes at Carlos III were larger and my final grade was based on one final exam or paper. As a result, I was forced to discipline myself so as not to fall behind. Also, attending school in a big city is very different from Middlebury VT. Figuring out bus and metro routes contributed to my sense of overall independence that I gained during my year abroad. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I was abroad during a very interesting time because while Spain’s government officially supported the war in Iraq, the majority of the citizens did not. While I expected I would be rejected to a certain degree, being an American, I found that people were truly interested in my personal opinions about the war and did not necessarily typecast me as a “typical American”. Most people were very open and friendly. With regard to American culture,  I now better appreciate our school system and the opportunities I have been given. However,  I also see why Americans are seen as having a superiority complex and in some ways, I am more critical of certain aspects of our government. 

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I achieved a greater sense of independence, a greater love for travel, and most importantly I was exposed to many different types of people, making me a more open and accepting person. Both my studies and my daily interactions with people (I lived with Spanish students) allowed me to get to know so many people that I perhaps would not have met had I stayed in the little bubble of middle class life in the United States. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My internship teaching English got me excited about teaching and continuing my studies after graduating from Middlebury. I also fell in love with Madrid and am planning to apply for graduate study next year. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

classes at the Instituto were very good in terms of quality, I learned a great deal. However, with respect to integrating into the culture, it is quite hard when you are in class with all Americans,  most of whom continually break the language code. At Carlos III, I met some Spanish friends in addition to people from other parts of Europe, but the way I best integrated myself into Spanish culture was by living with Spanish students. 


b)  housing:

I shared an apartment with 5 other Spanish students with whom  I became very close. My experiences with them were perhaps the best part of my year abroad. From them I learned the culture of the “Spanish youth”, which was obviously most pertinent to me. 

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I taught English at a Spanish private school for girls, which was INCREDIBLE. Kim Griffin directed the internship and graded my final paper and did a fantastic job. I was introduced to the working world of Madrid and I was given the opportunity to explore my interest in teaching. I also met wonderful people, with whom I still maintain contact.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Because I was there for an entire year and lived with Spanish students, I made significant progress in all components, especially speaking. 

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Orientation and all preparation for study abroad was efficient and helpful. There was plenty of support while there,  especially given that there was a war going on. The website was helpful in finding housing. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Kim Griffin is an incredible asset to the program. She is well acquainted with the culture and was always willing to help or answer any questions. She was both a leader and a friend to the students, offering guidance, but also establishing a personal relationship with each and every one of us. She obviously loves her job and communicates this to the students through her enthusiasm and constant personal attention. 

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes, I would wholeheartedly recommend the program to other students. Study abroad in general is a wonderful way to make another part of the world your home and learn an independence that just can’t be gained while living in the United States. The vulnerability you initially feel is eventually transformed into confidence. Also, learning about another culture is invaluable in that it increases tolerance and understanding between communities. This is especially important now, given that Americans are seen in such a negative light. I would recommend this program in particular because of the wonderful staff and because Madrid is an amazing place to live for a semester or a year. 

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would recommend studying a place where another language is spoken, if possible, because in learning a language, you learn so much about the people that speak it. I could not say enough good things about study abroad in general, especially because,  as opposed to travel,  you are really given the opportunity to establish yourself within a community and forge strong relationships. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Yes,  there was a certain degree of discrimination, but the students who made an effort to speak Spanish and addressed issues (such as politics) in a conversational manner rather than in an aggressive one, were more successful in breaking down cultural boundaries and integrating themselves. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The professors at the Instituto were excellent, especially Aida Bueno and Ricardo Domenech. 

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Majorities and Minorities of Spain (Ethnic Spain)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) upper/seminar
Comment on course content:

An overview of ethnic minorities in Spain, their history, lifestyles, and experiences. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Midterm, final, 10 page paper, group presentation, daily reading assignments along with smaller presentations and two written responses. 

Evaluate course, please comment:

This was one of my favorite courses. The reading material was dense, but very interesting. Professor Aida Bueno was an incredible teacher and very enthusiastic about the subject. She also established a personal relationship with the class, making the overall experience more enjoyable. 



	2) Madrid in Spanish Painting
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) upper

Comment on course content:

One day of lecture and one day in the museums each week. We learned about prominent Spanish painters both classical and contemporary such as Goya and Miró. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Three papers, two response papers, daily reading, a final presentation, and a final exam. 

Evaluate course, please comment:

This course was interesting, but we could have concentrated more on certain artists as opposed to trying to cover a huge amount of material in one semester. I think I would have better retained the information. 



	3) Theater in Madrid
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) upper

Comment on course content: 

We read a selection of plays by Spanish playwrights and discussed them in class. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Daily reading assignments (plays), two response papers, a midterm, final, and final paper. 

Evaluate course, please comment:

Professor Domenech was an excellent instructor. He paced the class well and chose interesting plays. Very enjoyable class. 



	4) Comparative Analysis (grammar)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)upper

Comment on course content:

A grammar class dealing mostly with the subjunctive. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Daily reading assignments and grammar exercises,  a writing assignment for each week, two presentations, a midterm, and a final. 

Evaluate course, please comment:

Given that I had not taken a grammar class since high school, this class was extremely helpful. Prof. Isla was one of the best grammar instructors I’ve ever had. 



	5) Intro to Contemporary History
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)upper

Comment on course content:

History spanning from Napoleon onwards. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One final exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

This was taken at Carlos III and therefore had a different structure from the classes at the Instituto. The lectures were rather hard to follow because the teacher had a substitute come in frequently. Not a very interesting class, but informative. 



	6) Spanish Playwrights
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) upper
Comment on course content:

We read sections from various contemporary plays and discussed them at length in class. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Attendance was mandatory. One final paper. 

Evaluate course, please comment:

I would have preferred to read entire plays, but the selections were interesting. The play I chose for my final paper, however, was wonderful. The class got me excited about contemp. Theater in Madrid. The teacher (at Carlos III) was also very good. 



	7) Applied Spanish Language II
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

A course designed both around technical grammar and writing skills.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Weekly assignments, final exam. 

Evaluate course, please comment:

I did not find this course as helpful as my first class (with Isla). The teacher  (Bea) did not relate as well to the students and was at times even rude. However,  I did learn some valuable skills such as formal letter writing. 



	Internship:
	Internship at Colegio Senara: teaching English to girls from ages 4-13. I already commented on this experience, but I will add that it was very positive and highly beneficial with respect to my future career goals. I attended classes, either observing, planning certain activities or substitute teaching when necessary. The English dept. was very welcoming and offered me endless guidance. I also established personal relationships with them. I was able to see a different aspect of the Spanish school system and see what being a teacher is like. 


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I didn’t have an extensive amount of interaction with anyone in particular, but everyone was helpful and enthusiastic. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, the meetings were helpful, but I might suggest more student speakers who can really tell the other students about their personal experiences and offer advice. 

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

No thank you. 

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities? Yes 

May we use your comments in future publications? Yes   
Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




