	For Office Use Only

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
DM
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
NC

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
LR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
ML

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
ST
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
JG


Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name:
Class 2005
Major(s) Economics and Spanish


Country in which you studied: Spain



Host University: Middlebury School in Spain

City: Madrid


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From September
To: December
 Year 2003



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

The academic environment in which I studied was not all that different from that which I encounter at Middlebury as I attended the Middlebury School in Spain. My grammar class followed a different grading system in which the numeric grade values given to assignments were vastly different from those in the US. Another challenge that I faced was that not all of the students on the program had to worry about the grades which they received as they only received transfer credit from their home universities; at times the lack of concentration and concern for grades of other students made studying difficult. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I learned so much about Spain as a country and about the people. Living with a family helped me understand how Spaniards live on a day to day basis while my classes taught me about the social and cultural changes which have occurred in the country during the last century. I have come to appreciate the United States as a country with a very open, tolerant, and respectful society. I have also come to realize how “easy” things are in the United States- we have a remarkable library system, amazing colleges, and companies which truly do cater to accommodate the consumer.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I have become much more independent. I lived with a family and ate with them once a day. I was forced to buy my own food, navigate the city on my own, and resolve any problems that I had on my own. At the end of the semester, after everyone had left for the United States, I even took a trip to Barcelona and Valencia on my own- I never thought that O would be capable of buying airline and train tickets and making hotel reservations in Spanish. I found that curiosity and a fearless approach to exploring allowed me to make the most of my semester. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My semester abroad definitely opened me up to the possibility of living abroad. Before my trip, living in a foreign country was just a dream, but after spending a semester in Madrid, I realized that living abroad is as lofty a dream as it once appeared. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Classes only helped me in improving my grammar (my grammar class) and learning about the society through literature, movies, and select readings. Because I was studying with Americans, I did not feel like I was really integrating into the host culture through my classes; rather my classes helped me gain a better understanding of the actions and beliefs of my host family and other Spaniards who I met. 


b)  housing

Living with a family definitely helped me integrate with the culture as I was able to see first hand how Spaniards live, what they eat, and how they pass and average day.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I took cooking classes which I liked, but I was the only female in the class under the age of 40. I also had a membership at a gym which allowed for sporatic interaction which people of all ages.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture? Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My Spanish improved in all aspects. By the end of the semester I was able to read more difficult texts, talk to people with many different accents, and write with ease as we were forced to write constantly.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I think that the program did provide an adequate amount of information prior to the departure and felt that I had plenty of support while I was there. One thing that I did not realize was just how small the middlebury undergraduate program is. Having so few students is nice when you first arrive and know no one, but having so few students can also being to feel very limiting. Also, the actual building where the middlebury program is situated is very small and by the end of the semester felt a bit confining. The undergraduates share the building and class rooms with the graduate students who outnumber the undergraduates. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, Kim was very approachable and always very responsive to questions and concerns. She was very energetic and really made me want to improve my Spanish while in Spain. 

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I think that for one semester, the Middlebury program was great. It was a small program that allowed me to feel comfortable and settle into the host country very quickly. It is also nice not having to worry about credits transferring as it is a Middlebury run school. The main drawbacks of the school are that the course selection is very limited and the school does not have a library of its own. I ended up not taking any economics classes while abroad, though I would have like to learn more about the European economy. 

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

If you can live with a family in your host country you definitely should. Before going, I really wanted to live in either an apartment or dorm like residence, but while abroad I found that my Spanish improved most through the daily conversations that I had with my family. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

no

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Grammar- Advanced Syntax
	Indicate level:  upper

Comment on course content:

It was a challenging course that focused on the use of the subjunctive and other grammar concepts which are often over looked. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Daily grammar exercises, six two page papers, two exams, and one big report which included interview many Spaniards. 

Evaluate course, please comment:

I found that this course helped me improve my conversation Spanish tremendously.



	2) Theater (literature)
	Indicate level:  intro

Comment on course content:

We read a variety  of Spanish plays through which we evaluated societal changes in Spain.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Two exams, two small papers, and one major paper which required reading a play. 

Evaluate course, please comment:

The class was fine, though I found it a bit frustrating as much our class time was spent reading the plays out loud in class.



	3) Anthropology
	Indicate level:  intro

Comment on course content:

I learned so much about the culture and society through this class. We discussed religion, immigration, discrimination, and societal changes such as the institution of divorce and changes in parent-child relationships. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Two exams, one small reflection paper, and one major research paper.

Evaluate course, please comment:

I really enjoyed this class and found that I learned a tremendous amount about Spaniards and their culture.



	4) Imagenes- Spain through Images
	Indicate level:  intro

Comment on course content:

This class focused on present day Spain and how it is portrayed.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One final exam, two short papers, one longer paper, and one research paper.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Every Monday we watched a movie and on Wed. we met to discuss the main themes of the movie and what they reveal about the Spanish society.



	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Everyone was very helpful. I made a last minute decision to spend the fall semester in Spain instead of Chile and the office was really great in terms of allowing me to make the last minute switch. The staff made me really think through my decision and ensured that I was making a change that was going to contribute to my academic goals. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I did attend the pre-departure orientation meeting. I did find the meeting useful, but I attended the meeting intended for those students traveling to South America with SUNY’s program because until that meeting I had planned on studying in Chile for the semester. 

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




