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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name
Class 2004
Major(s) Spanish


Country in which you studied Spain




Host University Universidad SEK

City Segovia


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From February
To June
 Year 2003



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

I was easily able to adjust to the educational environment because it actually wasn’t all that different from what I was used to here at Middlebury.  I had classes with discussions and periodic exams.  I benefited from being in a different environment because I learned to handle more responsibility on my own, instead of being walked through every class and told exactly what had to be done.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Study abroad allowed me to develop a complete understanding of Spanish culture because I immersed myself completely in the Spanish way of life.  I learned how they think about politics, what their main priorities are, what food they like, and how they spend their time.  

It has made me realize that, in America, people prioritize having a “successful” career more than anything in the world.  Our most important goal is to make as much money as possible and achieve top social status, while their top priority is to enjoy life and relax.  Of course, our mindset allows for a more efficient and stronger economy, but it also results in a more stressful, fast-paced lifestyle.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad contributed largely to my personal growth because it allowed me to develop a very open mind.  It allowed me to realize that there are many different ways of looking at life and how we should live it, not just the American way.  I grew because I realized that what we learn is not always right; you have to decide what works best for you and continue along those lines.  The personal qualities I found most useful were my adaptability, my personable character, my drive to learn the language and improve my speaking skills, my desire to be fully integrated into the culture, my patience, my open-mindedness (refusing to criticize aspects of their culture that were simply different, because I knew such comparisons were useless, at least while I was still in Spain), and my perseverance.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It has influenced my academic career goals because now I would love to be able to utilize my Spanish speaking skills within the field of finance.  I would love to be able to work at a firm that had branches in Europe and to spend time in Europe working at those branches.  Due to the high level of proficiency I developed while studying in Spain, study abroad has also encouraged me to keep up with my Spanish in every way possible and to continue practicing speaking as much as possible.  It has influenced my personal goals because it allowed me to discover a whole new world where I would like to spend a good deal of time in the future.  Not only would I like to be able to use my Spanish speaking skills here in the U.S. as much as possible, but I would also love to visit Europe many times in the future and utilize my Spanish in Spain.  As far as the work ethic in Spain vs. here in the U.S., the American values are ingrained too deeply in me to be lost.  So my personal goals are still high, but now they involve Spain and speaking Spanish.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I was in class with all Spanish kids, and I integrated well into the classes by becoming acquaintances with some of the students and participating in class.


b)  housing:

Housing was most helpful in helping me integrate because I lived in a dorm with a group of 30 Spanish kids.  As a result, I almost automatically became friends with them and ended up spending most of my time with them.  In this respect, it was easy to make friends, so I didn’t have to make extra efforts to meet people.  Helpful strategies might include: patience, tolerance, adaptability.  I still keep in touch with my Spanish friends, a year later, and am going to visit them in Segovia this Feb break.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

didn’t participate in any

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

didn’t participate in any

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My Spanish improved dramatically in all of these fields, to the point where I considered myself fluent in Spanish.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I was provided with appropriate information, although maybe I could have used some more information about traveling within Spain and the options that I had.  The university was accurately represented in brochures, etc.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

She was all of the above… I didn’t run into many problems in general, so I didn’t really need her help, but when there was a small issue she was helpful.  She wasn’t always around, but was helpful when I needed her.  

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

It was the best way to integrate into the Spanish culture and really get to know the Spanish kids and their way of life.  Being in a huge city like Madrid, you don’t get a sense of the Spanish culture on a small-scale because you’re overwhelmed by the size of the city (It’s like trying to get a sense of America by living in New York).  Segovia was also great because you could walk to every place you wanted to go, you would always see people walking around, and very few people spoke English.  In my opinion, it was the best place where a student could learn the most about the language, the people, and the culture.    

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Keep an open mind.  Don’t criticize things because they’re different; just accept that they’re different and try to understand why they’re different.  Don’t constantly compare the U.S. to Spain, no matter how easy that may be.  Be patient, adaptable, and tolerant.  Don’t be afraid to approach any Spanish people for any reason at all… almost all of them are nice, and the worst thing that can happen is they ignore you or say no.  Don’t try to convince them why Bush is a good president.  Try to live like them while you’re there, but still be proud of where you come from and still assert your cultural identity.  Try not to be as loud as you usually are when hanging out with a group of friends.  Keep in mind that the Spanish don’t prioritize money and social status as much was we do, nor do they have as much money as we do.  

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

There was discrimination against Jews, blacks, and Asians more than anything.  For some reason (I think for lack of exposure to them) the Spanish think that Asians are an extremely foreign race; they can’t quite understand them, so they will make comments about them every now and then.  My advice for students would be to take things likely and understand that their country is not as diverse as ours.  When they make ethnic comments, it’s just because they’re ignorant and they don’t know you as a person.  The only kids you would want to associate with anyway are those who would look past prejudices and see you for who you are. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Architecture, psychology, communications

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Cervantes and Don Quijote
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) Seminar

Comment on course content: It was extremely interesting because our prof. was highly knowledgeable on the subject and was a very nice guy.  We learned a great deal about Don Quijote and Cervantes’ literary intent; for the duration of the course we simply read the whole book.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Class participation, oral presentations.

Evaluate course, please comment:

The course was excellent, very informative and engaging.

Teacher: Santiago de Lopez Navia



	2) Human Relations
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) Intro

Comment on course content:

Had in-depth class discussions about how humans develop relationships, how they perceive one another, what purpose laughter serves, and how different cultures perceive one another

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

For me it was a couple of long papers; for the Spanish students it was one final exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

The course was excellent because the teacher was a very smart, very nice guy who was very interested in our perspective as Americans

Teacher: Luis Muñiz



	3) Contemporary History of Spain
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) upper level

Comment on course content:

Political history of Spain from 1900 to the present

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

2 exams

Evaluate course, please comment:

Course was very interesting; learned mostly from a text book and class lectures.  The content was engaging and I learned a great deal about Spanish history.  I would definitely recommend it to anyone.

Teacher: Lucia Herranz

	4) Public Speaking
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) upper level

Comment on course content: 

Teacher explained the correct rules and methods for delivering, organizing, and writing a speech.   Very informative and useful.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

3 oral presentations.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Course was excellent because in it I not only improved my Spanish speaking skills, but I also improved my public speaking skills.  I still use those public speaking skills in presentations that I do in English; it has proved to be very useful.



	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I didn’t talk to them much because I never really needed to.  I knew they were always there if I needed them (they sent many emails to keep up correspondence), but I never really needed their help.  Kim Griffin came to Segovia once to take us out to lunch, and we had a good time… she’s very nice and we enjoyed eating a good meal out.  

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did attend those meetings, and I did find most things useful.  I think you guys did a good job preparing general material and giving general advice to students.  I don’t think there’s much room for improvement, although I would say that students don’t have to be so worried about looking like an American in a foreign city (that wasn’t ever a threat where I was, at least).  The students won’t really know what they’re dealing with until they get there, so it’s going to be impossible to completely prepare a student for his experience anyway.  But right now I think the materials I received were useful.  

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




