	For Office Use Only

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
DM
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
NC

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
LR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
ML

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
ST
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
JG


Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name
Class 2005
Major(s) International Politics and Economics


Country in which you studied   Spain



Host University  Middlebury College School in Spain

City  Madrid


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From  Early September
To  December 18
 Year 
2003


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

In benefited in many ways from studying in Spain.  Most importantly, my command of Spanish greatly improved because all my courses were taught in that language.  I was forced to speak and write in Spanish, which greatly facilitated my improvement, both orally and verbally, of that language.  Secondly, the class size was significantly smaller in Spain, which enabled me to develop relationships with professors.  Probably the most difficult adjustment was adjusting to the classrooms and facilities in Spain.  Undoubtedly, Middlebury College in Vermont has state of the art facilities, from computers to classrooms.  It proved difficult to adjust to a campus that consisted of just one floor of a building, with no library.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Study abroad has affected my understanding of the host culture.  I learned a lot about Spain culturally after spending four months in Madrid.  My stay also changed my perceptions of American culture.  I gained a new appreciation for the American work ethic.  




In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

After living in a city in a foreign country for four months, I gained confidence in my ability to be independent, although I did live with a family.



How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My Spanish has greatly improved, and I learned a great deal about Spain as a country, both academically and culturally.  In the future, I hope to improve my Spanish even further.  Thus, I decided to take another Spanish course during J-term.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Classes had both positive and negative aspects.  The positives were that the professors were approachable and were eager to address any concerns that we had.  On the negative side, the class structure and evaluation systems were different than Middlebury, which I had a hard time adjusting to.
 


b)  housing:

The woman I lived with (Clara Bordas) was incredible.  She was very friendly, and took care of me in every way possible (laundry, food) while at the same time giving me space for my personal independence.  She helped facilitate my improvement in speaking Spanish, for which I am very appreciative.




c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Soccer games and salsa classes.




d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture? Spanish









What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made tremendous progress in all the areas listed above.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

My host program was excellent.  A weeklong orientation program was helpful in introducing us to the school facilities and the city of Madrid in general.  I was ill several times, and the staff at the school saw to it that I got the best medical care that I could.  The program was accurately presented in its brochures





Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Kim Griffin was excellent.  She was a great resource for any concerns or issues that faced her students.  

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would recommend other Middlebury Students attend this program.  However, I was surprised at the work that I was presented.  I spent the majority of my last month in Spain writing essays and studying for tests while other students, such as those studying in Getafe, had a significantly less workload.

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Students should study abroad if they are willing to embrace the culture of a foreign country.  If they are not ready to do this, or are too immature to be comfortable in a foreign setting, they should reconsider studying abroad.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I did not experience any form of discrimination personally, but did witness discrimination in other forms, specifically against people of African and Arab descent.  I would advise that the study abroad office make greater efforts to convey the amount of discrimination that exists today in Spain.  

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I was impressed with ability of our professors to have patience with American students, whom at least a the beginning, had a very limited command of the Spanish language.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Political History of Spain
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:  Modern political history of Spain, mainly from the Franco era to the present

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers and exams

Evaluate course, please comment:

Professor was excellent.  The problem was that every class was a lecture of his notes.  We had no outside reading and the professor severely limited the participation of his students.



	2) Anthropology of Spain
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content: Anthropological study of Spain, including the Jews, Muslims, Gypsies and women.  

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers, exams and homework

Evaluate course, please comment:  Course was excellent, no complaints about the professor or the course material.



	3) Theatre in Madrid
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:  We read approximately a dozen plays written by Spanish authors.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers and exams

Evaluate course, please comment:

The professor was excellent.  This seminar was excellent in promoting dialogue and debate between students.



	4) Spanish Language
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

We worked heavily on our spanish grammar.  We also read many articles, which came from predominant Spanish newspapers.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers, exams, homework and presentations.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Course was excellent.  It particularly successful in improving my command of my written Spanish.  



	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6) 
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The Office of Off-Campus study staff was very friendly and helpful.  Julie Good was particularly helpful in making my experience in Spain enjoyable.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did not attend the pre-departure meetings.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




