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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name ____________________________ Home institution__Middlebury College 

Class _05_____
Major(s)European Studies___________________________________________________

Country in which you studied    Madrid, Spain 


Host University Middlebury College
City Madrid


US sponsor (if different from host university)


Period of study abroad:  From  February 2nd, 2003  To June 30th  Year 2004

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

The program in Spain, specially the one from Getafe gives you a lot of independence when it comes to academics. The classes are no different from the ones in Middlebury because most of the courses are intense and they require participation. However, assignments are rare, so the student needs to be organized and responsible for work. This means that the student needs to attend classes and research more about the subject outside the class. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

 Once again, I realized that America offers great opportunities in the education sector because students can challenge themselves through participation and interaction with the professor. In Getafe, you could see Americans together and they will not join the Spanish student body. In my case, I stayed away from the Middlebury students because I already had friends from Madrid so it was easier for me to adapt to the academic and social life. I think we expect Spaniards to come to us and be friendly. But, we need to put some dedication as well. I also think that Spaniards are much more relaxed and more sociable when it comes to school and socializing. They enjoy life! They know how to differentiate work with personal life. They are very flexible and genuine. I don’t think we see this in America. I don’t think people relax, they are always thinking and planning ahead so they don’t enjoy what they have and they always want more and more. It seems that people in Spain live, instead of trying to survive like us in society. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad made a huge contribution to my personal growth.  I became a more independent and I started appreciating what I have at Middlebury and at home. I had already lived in a foreign country so I didn’t have a culture shock, I think I was ready to be there and I also felt like I was at home. I consider myself a flexible person so I am open to socialize with people from different backgrounds. Plus, this experience let me get out of the bubble of Middlebury. I sometimes feel that I am protected at school from everything, so I am not challenged and this was one of my concerns after graduation. But, after the program abroad, I feel more confident because I know what is out there and I was so comfortable with school and living abroad, that I feel like I can go anywhere and settle myself without difficulty. I think I became more mature and confident because I have the ability to see things with different perspectives. Also, I realized that I am always talking about what I am going to do in the future or about my classes in Middlebury. I don’t have another subject to discuss with people when I am in the states. In Spain, I felt that I had more things to talk about and conversation became more lively and interesting. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I realized that would love to live abroad or do some work related with the international sector. The program has helped me get an internship during the summer with an international organization that is affiliated with the United Nations. During the summer, I felt so satisfied with my language skills because I could interact at the conferences with people who worked for French and Spanish speaking countries. I am considering studying or working in the international sector. I would love to work in education or international development. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Classes were interesting and most of them required oral presentations and active participation. Professors were available most of the time, so I would say that the courses are not different from the courses at Middlebury. Although the workload is lighter, there is a lot of research to do outside of class. 


b)  housing:

I lived with a Mexican and Spanish student in an apartment. Through them, I met with other Spaniards and Latin Americans who lived or who were studying abroad in Spain. This let me interact directly with Spaniards and I was away from the other midd students. I lived closed to the train station and bus station so commuting to Getafe was not a problem. However the terrorist attach on March 11th was scary because I lived one block away from the station. But the administration and the owner of the apartment were very kind to take care of us. 

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

.  

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Inernship NGO focused in international development and education in least development countries. I worked closely with United Nations’ documents and planned a campaign of awareness on the Millennium Developing Goals and Gender mainstreaming throughout Spain. 

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I consider myself a native speaker.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, the information was accurate and the administration in Middlebury and Spain were helpful. They kept in touch frequently with me before and during the program in Spain. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Kim Griffin is a very dedicated and professional person. She is always available and she is always making sure everything is going well with school work and life abroad in general. Plus, the administration is very ORGANIZED and DEDICATED.  Teresa Cordova, Lena Santillana, Laura Hernandez and the staff who are always helping in the office or in the cafeteria are amazing people! I didn’t approach them as administrators, instead I approached them as human beings. I developed a personal relationship with most of them because they are dedicated people. I think the administration is organized because there is a good relationship and communication among them. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes! The Middlebury Center in Madrid is very organized and the administration is supportive from the beginning to the end of the academic year. I will also recommend the Getafe program is the student wants a 100% emersion in Spain because Sede Prim is like Middlebury and it is a bubble that will not allow you to experience the Spanish way of living and socializing. 

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I recommend the Getafe Program. I was rarely at the Sede Prim because I felt I was in Middlebury.  I would always see the same people I see in the states. So, I tried to do extra curricular activities in Getafe and make friends with people who are taking the same classes that I am taking. Usually, I will pick a Spanish student to do an oral presentation or a group project. I recommend students to stay away from American students if you really want to have a different experience. You need to see the culture with different perspectives. Instead of being a foreign student trying to inmerse in the culture, you become a tourist for a year. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No, but be aware that if you dress like an American (New Balances, Northfaces, speak English very loudly), you will be a target.  Try and blend in as much as possible because you will benefit from it.  Do not walk around in huge groups speaking English, plus you have to respect the language pledge. It all depends on you!

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

All my classes were interesting, especially courses in Humanities. Most of the professors are dedicated and they are willing to work with you if you don’t understand something or if you feel lost in the class. They try to recommend tutors who can help you with your papers and prepare for the exam. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: 19th century Female writers 

2) Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exams

Papers


	Describe course content:

English and Spanish literature: Jane Austen and Emilia Pardo Bazan (female writers)

Evaluate course: Excellent course. Active participation and a lot of analytical reading and writing. We read two novels of Jane Austen and Emilia Pardo Bazan.  


	3) Course title : Local Politics  

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Research paper

Final exam 
	Describe course content:

Analysis to local politics in Spain and the European Union. Analysis of current elections in Spain (national and local state level) It is a lecture and lab course with electoral maps and data. 

Evaluate course:
It was an intense class because all of the students were senior law students. The material given was specific so at first I was lost because I had no idea about local politics. Also, the professor left because he was appointed as an officer for the new administration. So, we had another professor who was much more detailed and organized. At the end, I liked the class because it was interesting although it was intense. 



	3) Course title: Present time history 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exams

Project

Oral presentation

Online discussion 
	Describe course content:  Contemporary history after World War II and the Fall of the Wall of Berlin. There is a lecture and discussion section for this course. We have two professors for each course. Both give lectures, but there is a high participation level. We work with images and videos archives to analyze history. The discussion session is a more detailed (example) oriented course while the other one is more theory oriented. There is a final oral presentation which counts 50% of the final grade based on the presentation itself and project that analyses and summarizes a specific current event such as terrorism or national elections. 

Evaluate course: I loved this class. You learn history from a very different perspective,  I would say a philosophical one. During discussion you see how Spaniards think about ceratin current issues, especially the war in Iraq and the position of the United States in the international arena.  



	4) Internship 


	Describe course content:

I worked for an NGO that focuses on international development. I didn’t do translating as most exhange students do. I wrote and published articles about the NGO’s campaign in local newspapers. Also, I worked closely with the director of communications and organized specific events concerning gender mainstreaming and the promotion of the Millenium Development Goals for 2015. 

Evaluate course:

I liked my internship because it gave me an experience on  international development and I became familiar with UN documents.  It also helped me get a summer internship and I think it will help me to get a job in the international sector. 
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Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

She is very dedicated and she is very patient. She has been very helpful before and after departure to Spain. Plus, it was easy to get in contact with her. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, the meetings and handouts were helpful.  I suggest that you make some type of connection with past study abroad students and those who are looking to go abroad: construct a web page or email list where both groups can interact and have a more personal relationship so that future study abroad students can direct any questions they may have to those who have returned and have more experience online. (if you are interested in pursuing this, please contact me, I’d love to help!) 

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 xYes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

