	For Office Use Only

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
DM
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
NC

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
LR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
JN

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
ST
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
JG
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
ME


STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name_____________________ Home institution_Middlebury College_________________ Class 2005
Major(s)_____European Studies with Political Science Focus and Spanish Language 
Country in which you studied
Spain

Host University  Sede Prim (Fall) Carlos III (Spring)
City  Madrid/Getafe


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From    September  To  June
 Year   2003-2004



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I benefited greatly from studying abroad for not only did I learn how to interact with different people from different cultures, but I also in turn learned about their cultures.  I learned about the people as well as the place that I studied in, and learned from the people a great deal about myself.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I now understand what it is like to be a Spaniard and live a daily lifestyle that is quite different from my own.  I also learned the difference in their values and priorities.  It gave me a broader understanding of the world, and of American culture in the sense that we are often not in the right as we perceive that we are, and yet at the same time have tremendous influence on the cultures of others.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I found that my outgoing and sociable quality as a person greatly helped my ability to meet Spanish people and get to know them on a deeper level than any tourist possibly could.  I also learned about my likes and dislikes when I live on my own, and how to take care of myself.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I now want to pursue a career on the international level rather than domestic because I am now fluent in Spanish, love to travel, and have excellent “people skills.”

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I was hugely successful, and met with my teachers and Spanish peers outside of class.


b)  housing:

My housing was the best part of my stay abroad because by living in a residencia I was able to interact with Spaniards on a very personal level.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Yoga classes, and dining out with peers from the “host culture” were also hugely helpful. 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

n/a

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I became fully fluent in Spanish when I was abroad, primarily from the immersion aspect of my stay.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I felt absolutely prepared.  The packet of information, especially with regard to visa issues, was very helpful.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

No, the resident director was not helpful at all, and the only reason why I was able to find my housing was because I have extended family that are Spaniards.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would definitely recommend this program to other students because it is the most effective way to perfect the language, meet and understand a culture, and make fantastic new friends.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

You will have to do a lot on your own, there is no “hand-holding” in this program, the Carlos III in particular.  You need to be willing to step up and be at least somewhat independent and confident in yourself.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I did experience anti-American sentiments, and witnessed racism not directed towards myself.  Should such a situation come about, either change the subject, walk away, or tell them that it offends you, but explain why.  Also, be sure to be confident and stand up for yourself as a woman in Spanish culture, do not let yourself get uncomfortable by the remarks made by men, just continue to walk on.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The social sciences are really strong in both Sede Prim and Carlos III.  Any political science or sociology class will be a good one.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Contemporary politics.

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Lots of papers assigned, one term paper.


	Describe course content:

A difficult course in the political science department at Sede Prim.  You must be confident and comfortable in your level and competency of Spanish.

Evaluate course:
Difficult, but hugely informative.  I would highly recommend it.



	2) Course title:

Communicating Spanish Language.

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Daily assignments and a written and oral exam.
	Describe course content:

Used to improve Spanish skills in communicating with locals.  Was highly useful upon arrival to Spain.

Evaluate course:
Great teacher, and definitely recommended.



	3) Course title:

Spanish Theater

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Reading many Spanish plays, and seeing a few local performances, and a few papers.
	Describe course content:

Classic Spanish plays.  Many books are covered.  Attendance of a minimum of 2 live performances is required.

Evaluate course:

Great class, and highly recommended.



	4) Course title:

Spanish Anthropology 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Lots of reading, papers, and exam.
	Describe course content:

Very active class discussion, great deal of reading.  Lots of outside class work.

Evaluate course:

Wonderful teacher, highly recommened.



	5) Course title:

Written Spanish Language

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Daily assignments, papers, and exam.
	Describe course content:

Strenuous course that deals with the nuances of the Spanish language.

Evaluate course:

Very difficult.



	6) Course title:

National/International Politics of Technology

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Group projects every week as well as a huge oral and written final project.
	Describe course content:

Very difficult and complicated course at Carlos III regarding the politics of computers, the internet, and the general issues and conflicts of the information age.

Evaluate course:

Very difficult as a foreigner.



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	7) Local politics

8) History of the present
	7) Very difficult if you are not familiar with the Spanish constitution.

8) Very interesting and highly recommended.


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I had to decide which program I was going into, Getafe or Madrid, and Julie Good helped me a great deal in the decision process.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, and the handouts were useful.  The meetings, are not quite as helpful, and should be more case-specific with past students.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?    X  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




