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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name  
Class 2005
Major(s) International Studies (europe, poly sci, Spanish)


Country in which you studied Spain



Host University Universidad SEK

City Segovia


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From September
To January
 Year 
 2003


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I learned a ton about a different system of education – not using text books, not being assigned reading, not having assignments (except a project or final at the end), not having discussion sections, etc. I didn’t necessarily learn more or less than I would have here, it was just different (I like Middlebury’s system better). I wanted it to be different though so I could experience something new.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

It has influenced my understanding incredibly. Living with, speaking with, eating with, spending practically every second of the day with Spaniards really enabled me to “live the Spanish life”. It also enabled me to step back and look at how others view Americans – in Europe, as I found, often with much negativity. It really made me think about the ways I live my life here and pay attention to the things I normally don’t even think about, such as how I act in social circles, how I eat, the types of conversations I have, and many others.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I’ve become more independent, because I was put in a completely different and new environment, speaking a different language, and had to deal with that the best I could. I also expanded my knowledge of a different culture, lifestyle, and enthusiasm for the Spanish language. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It has reinforced my love for Spanish and my love for traveling and experiencing new places, people, and cultures. I’ve always wanted to do traveling in my career, and it just helped reinforce that. It has made me even more thirsty to improve my Spanish (and to go back and learn even more!)

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

taking classes with all Spaniards was unbelievably helpful in integrating myself. I learned their opinions, the way they learn, and became friends with many of them through classes. The subjects themselves taught me a fair amount about the culture as well.


b)  housing:

I lived in a vivienda with 4 other midd kids and about 25 Spaniards. This was the most helpful and best way of integrating into the culture because I was living and speaking with the people of that culture every day I was abroad. They taught me a ton about Spain, both directly and indirectly (through observation). They were all very open about their culture and very accepting of the Americans.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Soccer was basically the only activity offered that I was interested in. It let me know a lot about what many, many Spaniards do in their spare time, and their views on team/group activities. 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

NA

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made great progress in oral comprehension and speaking, mostly because that’s all I was doing all day. We did hardly any writing and reading, so at the most, I retained the previous knowledge I had with regard to those two.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Everything was fine, except for the class choices. We didn’t know anything about the possible classes to take until about 3 days before the start of them. I know Middlebury has no way to know either, but maybe the university can work on getting them out more quickly. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

She was very helpful, answered all questions we had, and was available most of the time. All the staff looked out for us and made sure things were running smoothly.

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Definitely. I had an incredible time and learned more about Spain and the Spanish language than I could have possibly imagined. The program was run very smoothly and the staff was very helpful.

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

It’s an opportunity that will come maybe once or twice in your lifetime, and if at all possible, you should take advantage of it. Segovia in particular is a special place because it is very Spanish, has very few Americans, and forces people to be independent and practice their Spanish skills.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I did experience a fair amount of anti-US sentiment, although none of it was directed at me in particular, rather they were more general comments about recent US politics. Try not to take the things you hear personally and be open minded about others’ opinions.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

My university focuses on art history, psychology, biology, and communications, although there are plenty of classes offered outside of these subjects.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Lengua (Language)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) intro

Comment on course content:

  Discusses linguistics and the different aspects of communication through language. Focuses on language of politics, journalism, and publicity.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One final exam at the end of the semester, recommended reading list, although not required knowledge for the exam. A few non-graded written assignments done in class.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Very interesting course on a subject I had no background or previous knowledge in. Very little discussion, basically straight lectures. Great professor.



	2) Political structure of the European Union
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) elective

Comment on course content:

Discusses the history of and current structure of the European Union

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One project at the end that includes a paper and a presentation done in groups. Also 1 final exam.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Fascinating content, although the professor was a bit boring at times. Interesting to get a view of the EU from a European perspective. Class is as much historical as it is political.



	3) Popular Culture and Folklore
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) elective (more like a seminar than anything)

Comment on course content:

First month consisted of lectures about what exactly popular culture and folklore mean. Rest of the semester dedicated to our field projects.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One project that lasts throughout the semester.

Evaluate course, please comment:

I loved the professor. Incredibly smart and helpful. I learned a ton about the Spanish culture through my project because I was actually out there studying it in the flesh and seeing things for myself rather than taking notes about it.



	4) Popular art and architecture in Spain: Castilla y León
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) 2nd year, elective

Comment on course content:

Discusses the architectural techniques of “popular” architecture in the Castilla y León region of Spain, where Segovia is. Includes content on use of materials, topography, building techniques, etc.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

One project on an architectural aspect used in Castilla y León, final exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

Great class for people interested in architecture, but not for someone looking to study “art” as in paintings, famous landmarks, etc. Teacher difficult to understand at times, but very nice and willing to help out the foreign students.



	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Very little interaction while abroad, except for one lunch visit. We were very tight with the office in Madrid, so there wasn’t really much need for much interaction with the Middlebury office.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did attend. I didn’t find the meeting very useful at all except for the comments by the former study abroad kids. The handouts were fairly useful, especially the ones about visas. I would recommend that you cut out the dividing into groups part to come up with questions and instead basically just give a lecture, let the former abroad kids talk about their experience, and then have a Q & A session. 

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
x No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
x Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No      I would love to talk about my experience at the pre departure meeting. I have a ton of advice, commentary, experiences to share, and can promise you I would be very enthusiastic and positive about the Segovia program.

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
x Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




