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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name
Class 05
Major(s)
English

Country in which you studied
Spain


Host University
Universidad S.E.K.
City Segovia


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From September
To February
 Year 
2003-04

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I appreciated the academic independence that the university gave us, especially when selecting what was an atypical schedule by their standards. I benefited from the small courses and the availability of the professors to discuss issues after class, but these benefits exist at Middlebury as well. I didn’t like the very highly lecture- and fact-based approach of the classes there, but it probably fits in with their vocational orientation. I probably prefer the structure and overall academic environment of Middlebury over the Spanish university, but I believe I made the most of the differences and challenges I encountered there.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I now have a much deeper understanding of Spanish culture, more than anything else thanks to my experience living with actual Spaniards. I can now understand much of the political conflicts between Europe and the U.S. but also have a better idea of how foreigners view American culture in general.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

It was initially quite a challenge to limit myself to speaking in the foreign language. Also, the overall experience of being a foreigner for an extended period of time challenged my cultural comfort level and opened my eyes to a more broad view of the world. These challenges and unique experiences provided for a lot of personal growth because now I feel like I look at the world with a broader and less US-biased perspective. Also, I learned how despite a lot of cultural differences, the friends I made in Spain were remarkably similar to some of my friends back home, thus demonstrating the characteristics common to all of humanity. Being diligent about language and open-minded was essential to my success abroad.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I wanted academically and professionally to have a firm understanding of Spanish and a decent speaking ability. This certainly has made me much more comfortable about my Spanish and eager to maintain a connection with the country and its people. Personally I value now more than ever cultural open-mindedness and I hope to be able to travel more in the future.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I appreciated having classes with the regular Spanish students, and the classes themselves did help with integration into the culture and meeting new people


b)  housing:

Living in the “vivienda” was essential to establishing friendships with Spanish students and provided the main means through which I learned about Spanish culture. By the end, I really felt like I was one of them.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

pick-up soccer games, running, traveling, going out with friends

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I improved greatly on all fronts, but especially with speaking and listening, as well as much more useful vocabulary

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The orientation was perfect, the support was good, and the experience in general was fantastic. The only thing that disappointed me was that I found out upon arriving that the course offerings were much more limited than I think the brochures and general information suggested. If I had known about the limited nature of the courses, I may have better served my academic interests at a different site.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Our university contact and the Madrid director were both very helpful and accessible. 

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university? Yes 

Why or why not?









  

I think based on Segovia’s environment, its central location, and the great living experience, it’s a great place for improving one’s Spanish and learning more about the culture. I would say that the university itself, however, was just so-so.

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

To benefit most fully from the experience, stick to the language pledge as much as possible and make an effort to meet people. Probably wouldn’t be a great idea to study at SEK if you have very stringent expectations of a broad range of liberal-arts courses or you need specific types of courses for your major. Check to see what courses are generally offered the semester you will be going before you make the decision to go there.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No, although the Spaniards in general seem to be a lot more racist than Americans

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Architecture, art history, journalism

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Language
	Indicate level:  intro

Comment on course content: overview of linguistic principles, the political and social situation of languages in Spain, and the various functions and variations of language

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): periodical brief response essays and a final exam

Evaluate course, please comment: an interesting course if you’re interested in linguistics and language in general. A lot of detail, but it’s manageable.



	2) Political Structure of the European Union
	Indicate level:  intro

Comment on course content: history and political structure of the EU, including issues about sovereignty and the future of the organization

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 group paper and presentation, final exam, class participation

Evaluate course, please comment:  a good introduction to how the EU came about and how it functions. Exam was rather technical though and relied on a lot of hard facts rather than general ideas and concepts.



	3) Popular Culture and Folklore
	Indicate level:  intro

Comment on course content: the first half is dedicated to theory about the study of popular culture and the second half is for independent projects

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 project at the end

Evaluate course, please comment:  Can be a little bit boring, but an enjoyable opportunity to study some aspect of popular culture in depth. The professor, Juan Jose Prat, was phenomenal.



	4) Popular Art and Architecture of Castilla y Leon
	Indicate level:  intro, but assumes prior knowledge of area

Comment on course content: first few weeks theory about art in general, then really just a study of old domestic architecture in various towns in the region; incorporates very technical terms and definitions

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Field project, final exam

Evaluate course, please comment: Professor was great about taking extra time with the Americans to explain concepts, but probably too technical and specific to interest most people and justify the level of difficulty involved



	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Mostly just interacting regarding paperwork and applications, but also had a helpful discussion with Julie Good about which site to choose

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. The meeting was helpful especially when we got a chance to hear remarks from past abroad students. The handouts I found to be too general for the most part to be useful. Maybe have more specific information geared to each site.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     Yes 

May we use your comments in future publications?     Yes  

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




