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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name_                      Home institution__Middlebury_________________________________ Class _2005
Major(s)___Double Spanish and Psychology_____________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied  Spain



Host University   Universidad SEK-Segovia
City   Segovia


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From  February 2, 2004
To  June 4, 2004
 Year 
2004


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

It was a big changing going from a class where there is no sort of discussion portion of your grade.  I had trouble realizing that I needed self control to be able to go to a lecture and then not have any sort of evaluation until the end of the semester.  This type of class made me appreciate the smaller class size that Middlebury offers

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I was already familiar with the Spanish culture, having spent a year abroad when I was 13, but going as a college student I got a whole different feel for Spain.  Living in a country so different from the US made me realize that the American way of life is fast pace, and at times, not something I particularly liked.  Spain is a lot more laid back and relaxed about many aspects.  I never had to rush around from one thing to another, and a big motto I saw among my friends was “I’ll just do it tomorrow”.  I can say that during my semester there I did not miss all the hustle and bustle.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I feel that I have matured in the sense that I am not more independent.  Fending for yourself in a language not native to you, without knowing anyone is a big step coming from Middlebury.  I am a fairly shy person so coming into a university half way through the semester was a challenge, but one that I was willing to face.  I came away with confidence, knowing that despite not knowing even the Middlebury students, I still could make and keep good friends.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

International SEK was the only Middlebury site in Spain that had a psychology department, so I went to it to integrate psychology from outside of the US into my academics and possibly career.  SEK had a list of internships for students do to, and even though I didn’t do one while I was in Spain, I am working with one of my former professors to get one of those internships for J-term this upcoming year.  I am also hoping to find a job in Spain, either through an American company or a Spanish one (even though the job market is worse than in the states).

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I was in one class where they were all 4th year psychology students, and while some were friendly to me, I didn’t really get to meet any of them and if I saw them outside of class, I would barely get a smile from them.  The psychology department is very small there and the 4th year class had about 13 students (the 1st year less than 10).  Those students have been studying together all in the same classes since they start at the SEK, so I figured it was natural for them not to want to accept an American student who would only be there for a semester.  The other classes were pretty much the same, although in my Spanish Grammar class, some of the students were more willing to help us since they knew of our disadvantage.  

Being surrounded by Spanish in all the classes was great, although there were a couple of other American programs there (not integrated directly in the regular classes), and their students would speak in English.  Sometimes that was a bit of a bother, but for the most part it was okay.  


b)  housing:

I lived in a student residence house with about 30 other students, most Spaniards, although there were 2 french exchange students and 2 latin Americans who were doing 4 years at the SEK.  The house was also opened to students from the public university, la Universidad de Valladolid.  There were actually more of those students in the house than students from the SEK.  My roommate was from Spain, so I had from the minute I stepped into my room the chance to speak Spanish non-stop.  I had/have a boyfriend who went to the public university, so being with him also improved my Spanish.  I would say that living in this type of housing (or the housing in general) was the real way to become integrated in the culture.  Even though in classes I was listening to Spanish and writing, I got more of a formal feel that going around the city and getting to know people my own age.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

none


d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

none

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Progress in all areas, speaking and aural comprehension especially.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The SEK was a little hectic the first week or so while we were there.  The classes that were apparently being taught had been cancelled or the rooms assigned did not exist.  They took us around the campus so we knew were to go for what, but after that we hardly saw the administrative staff and when we needed them, they were not available.  An especially difficult moment was trying to find an open computer lab for us to register for fall classes, and the woman who was supposed to help us decided that a lunch date was a bigger priority than helping us find a lab.  (Nice woman, but sometimes she was a little spacey). 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The officer who worked in the SEK for all the international students who attended the university was a little bit more separated from the students than I was expecting.  See above also.  The residence director who was in charge of the house would only come to the house to check up on the facilities and would always send us memos on what was damaged (and not necessarily done by the students).  The payment for the housing seemed a little bit ‘sketchy’ seeing as though we had to pay in cash every month, and not to mention the fact that the housing option was expensive for the quality.  The residence director wasn’t very approachable just because people had been told of her not-so-nice personality, so people would only deal with her when absolutely necessary.  

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would recommend that students go to Segovia to experience living in a great cultural, historical city.  I would not recommend going to Segovia if you can only go for one semester, seeing as though the classes they offer that are similar to the classes at Middlebury (at least in the psychology department) are year long.  Overall, I was no that impressed by the college. I felt like there were some bugs that needed to get worked out of the administration.  It is a relatively new school, I will give it that, but having opened in 1996, they should be pretty well set.  Not all the professors were PhDs which is okay, a lot had only just graduated from college, but some of them just didn’t know how to teach.  They might have known the material they were supposed to be teaching, but teaching correctly and effectively is a whole other matter.  For example, my Spanish grammar professor was 27 years old: she couldn’t control the class (students would be talking over her and/or not listening), when asked to give specific examples of what she was trying to lecture about she would say “what? You want me to have an example ready? No.” Not the right attitude for a university level professor.  

Having family in Spain who have gone to universities I am well aware of the university system.  As it turns out the public universities in Spain are actually harder and better than the private ones. Each student who plans on going to college in Spain needs to take an exam, sort of like Americans need to take the SATs but that exam tells students what they are allowed to study and given the grade they get for a specific ‘major’ or field, they are told what universities they are allowed to matriculate in.  The private universities are expensive for the Spaniards and, according to my family and the friends I met, were really only created to give ALL Spaniards a chance to go to college.  The exam they take is difficult and students start studying for it in advance, and unless you do well (maximum is 10 points, to get into any program you need above a 5-and even with such a relatively low score, students still do poorly), a university will not accept you.    As long as you can pay for the tuition to the private university they will take you.  

Even though I have friends who go to SEK, I can tell a big difference between them and the students at the public.  My friends from the public university had harder exams, while the friends at the SEK could study a day ahead of time and still do well. That wouldn’t happen at the public university.  

On top of that, in my psychology 4th year class, we had a discussion about the quality of the university with the professor.  The students said that within the few years they see the SEK shutting down.  This past year they had to cancel the 1st year level of one of their areas of study because three people were enrolled, and the university did not want a class of three for the entire length of the major.  Some of the people in my class were worried that they were going to graduate with a degree in psychology from a university that perhaps in the near future didn’t exist.  What would be the equivalent to the incoming freshman class here at Middlebury has diminishing numbers of students enrolled, for just about every area of study.

Then again, Middlebury has been a great college to study at, giving students anything they could possibly think of, so coming from a great institution it is hard to go to any place that offers less. Since there were no other students from other universities at the Middlebury program in the SEK, I couldn’t ask anyone to compare their university or college to it.  Perhaps for this reason I, along with others who I have talked to about their experience at the SEK, have been so hard on it.  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Look above to get my opinion to the particular university.  I would highly recommend a student to go abroad, even if it isn’t at Middlebury. I tell all my tour groups ( I work in admissions) to go abroad no matter where they go just because of the great experience of living in another culture.  

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I felt safe in Spain, even going to Madrid and other places on my own.  As soon as people knew I was an American they asked my political views, about Bush, about the war, but I didn’t meet anyone who was not nice to me because of my being American. Often when walking to SEK, I had to go through construction sites, and the workers would yell out “hey blondie” (in Spanish) or “Americana” which made me feel a bit uncomfortable, but they would do it as well to my Spanish friends.  Just the typical creepy guys.  

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The SEK seems to be stronger in full year academic courses, especially in advertising and journalism.  I had a class in that area of study, and that was by far the biggest class.  The university is one of the only ones in Spain that focuses on conservation biology and ecology.  But again, unless interested in a full year no matter what area of study, the SEK would not be the right place.    

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Etica en Psicologia (Ethics in Psychology)

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

4th year class (similar to seminar)

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

four little papers summarizing ethical dilemmas we examined, 1 final exam. 

	Describe course content:

Reading the ethical guidelines for Spanish psychologists, analyzing different dilemmas, and looking at how ethics plays a big role in psychology in Spain. 

Evaluate course:
The final exam was based on materials that we never went over in class, it had nothing to do with what we discussed in class. That was the only grade, which was sort of dangerous, especially for me since the test was multiple choice, and I not a very good test taker.  The professor had never taught the class nor was he specialized in the topic, so he didn’t know how to make the material interesting to the students.  



	2) Course title:

Gramatica (Spanish Grammar)

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

2nd year class

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Final exam 

	Describe course content:

We learned how to semantically analyze complex sentences; we talked about syntax; learned how to write grammatically correct for articles (class was in the journalism department).  

Evaluate course:
Another class where the final exam was the only grade for the class.  I have already mentioned the professor above who did not have control over the class, and the professor taught this one.  She didn’t make it easy to learn, nor interesting even for the native speakers.  All the lecture notes were directly taken from the books she put on the bibliography for the class. She made no effort to elaborate or even put the notes into her own words, which didn’t help when it came studying parts of the lecture notes I had missed.  



	3) Course title:

Relacciones Humanas (Human Relations)

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar for psychology but not a required course

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Class discussion took place but did not factor into the final grade, only final exam did

	Describe course content:

We basically sat around talking about human relations. Sometimes we’d just talk about whatever we wanted, or we would read an article to start off the discussion.  There was not sort of direction nor syllabus for the class, so it was hard to keep track of what exactly we studied.  Professor Velez from the Psychology Dept. here at Middlebury sat in on that class when he came to visit the SEK. He mentioned to me that he had made some comments regarding what he saw. 

Evaluate course:

The professor had taught college in the US so he knew that discussion was important to the American educational system, and I applaud him for trying to introduce that to the Spanish education system.  However, it did not turn out as well as I expected, and many times I just though sitting in that class for 1 ½ hrs was a waste of time.  



	4) Course title:

Cervantes and El Quijote

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

seminar for just the Americans

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 group presentations and final paper
	Describe course content:

We read the book El Quijote and analyzed it.  Towards the end of the semester we lead class discussion and let the professor add on some additional comments at the end of the class.  The last weekend in May we took a field trip to the south of Spain where we got to see the places mentioned in the book. 

Evaluate course:

This was by far the best course, and the professor was great. He understood well the American educational system and he tried to make our class as close as possible to the classes taught at Middlebury. This class has been offered in the past, and always has the Middlebury students enrolled.  



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study

The office was good and helpful to a certain extent because I know they wanted to make the students more independent and work on their own. I really did not need to talk to them once I was accepted and came back to the states. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I attended the meeting where I got to know who the students were that attended the SEK the year or semester before me. I got to hear the input and their experiences, which I thought were helpful.  I don’t recall going to any other meeting.  

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   XNo  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   XNo

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




