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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name_____________________        Home institution Middlebury College_____ Class 2005
Major(s)___History_________________________________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied      Spain


Host University Universidad SEK
City Segovia

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From February   To June Year 2004


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I enjoyed experiencing a different academic environment.  It wasn’t hard to adjust to the new academic environment – because there was not as much day-to-day work and most of the work fell at the end of the semester, I didn’t have to do tons of work every day.  The thing that was the hardest to adjust to was the increase in class time – the Spanish students had many more hours of class per day than I was used to.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

In retrospect, I knew relatively little about Spanish culture before I went there; only what I had learned in various Spanish classes.  I was expecting it to be a Latin-American type culture, but in reality it is very different.  I had never spent significant time outside of the U.S. before this past semester, and I am very lucky to have had such a wonderful experience.   

Being in Spain made me think about many things that had never occurred to me about the U.S. – for example, how fast-paced everything is and how in many ways our society is very disjointed.  However, it also made me appreciate things about the U.S. that I had always taken for granted, especially what it means to feel like you really and truly belong in a certain place.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I think that studying abroad was probably the most self-empowering experience I have ever had, even more so than leaving home to go to college.  Up until I went, I would never have believed that I was capable of living in and traveling in a foreign country with no one I knew and without being a native speaker of the language.  The amount of independence I felt when I was in Spain was an absolutely invaluable experience.  The personal qualities I found most useful were being outgoing and not being afraid to talk to people.  It would have been easy to stick only with the other Middlebury students I knew, but to be willing to take small risks every day really helped me get to know non-Americans and to feel like I had a place in Spain.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I absolutely fell in love with Spain.  Before I went, I had always thought of Spanish as just another class; something I took not because I really liked it but because I felt like I should.  However, after being in a setting where it became such an important part of my life for 4 months made me not want to lose the abilities I now have and made me very excited to get back to Middlebury after the summer and take a Spanish class, which is one of the only settings here that I have the opportunity to use the language on a regular basis.  As a history major, I knew very little about Spanish history before I went to Spain, but having been there, I want to know everything there is to know!  

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

The best thing I could recommend to anyone thinking about going abroad, especially to a non-English speaking country, is to talk to people in the classes.  It is not easy, especially at the beginning, to keep up with everything that is going on in class, but odds are, people in the classes are curious about you and want to talk to you, even if your speaking ability is not perfect.  It’s important to learn the little quirks that you wouldn’t necessarily hear from the professor, such as which computers work where and which professor is a hard grader, etc.  


b)  housing:

I lived in an apartment with two Spanish students at the SEK who were both in the last year of the architecture program.  My original plan was to live in the Kipling dorm, which is where Middlebury students usually live, but there was no more room, so I lived in an apartment instead.  It was great – my roommates were really nice and extremely patient with my lack of knowledge about many things, and they ended up being my best friends.   

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I didn’t do any extra-curriculars, but I did go to things like poetry readings and concerts, which were useful in learning more about the culture.  

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My ability in all areas of Spanish increased astronomically when I was in Spain.  Looking back, I don’t know how I got through the first few weeks with the ability I had at the beginning!  I was constantly amazed how much I was improving in such a short amount of time, especially in the areas of aural comprehension and speaking, which were the two main things I felt I lacked going into it.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I think a list of courses offered, instead of just a general overview of the types of courses, would have been useful before I left.  The orientation was good – very informative and explained a lot of what we needed to know in terms of picking classes, etc.  Yes, I believe it was accurately presented in the brochures.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, it was very easy to get in touch with Carmina, the director of international relations, and she was usually pretty quick about finding out about what we needed.  

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I really enjoyed my time in Segovia and at the SEK.  The classes were not up to the quality of Middlebury, but it would have been hard to find that anywhere in Spain.  It was nice that it was a small school and that gave us a chance to get to know other students in the classes.  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Talk to people in the classes.  They can give you lots of useful information that you wouldn’t normally get from the professors.  

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No, I did not…most of the ant-American sentiment I heard about was not directed at individual people, but at President Bush.  Because I was in Spain during the Madrid bombings, I was a little worried about that, but I think being in a smaller town helped that.  A lot of people in Spain associated Bush with Aznar, the former president who got voted out in March, so when Zapatero came in anti-Bush stuff kind of calmed down.  

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Architecture was very strong, and I heard psych classes were pretty good.  I was impressed with the literature class I took.  

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Gramática 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

2nd-year, advanced grammar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Attendance, final exam


	Describe course content:

This was a class on advanced Spanish grammar.  It dealt with basic parts of words and also complicated grammatical clauses.  

Evaluate course: I did not like this class.  It was extremely hard and difficult to follow, because much of the content I had never learned in English.  The professor did not make much of an effort to explain things – mostly she just read notes and expected us to copy them.  


	2) Course title:  El Camino de Santiago

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Elective

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Attendance, final project, final exam


	Describe course content:  This class dealt with the history, architecture, and art of the Camino de Santiago, which is a pilgrimage in northern Spain.  

Evaluate course:  I really enjoyed this class – it was well-structured and very interesting.  The professor was obviously very knowledgeable about the subject and gave us an historical overview as well as discussed major cathedrals and art along the route of the Camino and how they reflected different religious aspects.  


	3) Course title:  Historia Política de España

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

2nd year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Attendance, notebook, short homework assignments
	Describe course content:  This class dealt with the political history of Spain in the 20th century.  

Evaluate course:  I thought this was a relatively interesting class, but the professor tended to dwell on small things and make them seem more important than they were.  I learned a lot that I didn’t know about Spain, however.  



	4) Course title:  Cervantes y el Quijote

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Elective

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Attendance, 2 presentations, final paper
	Describe course content:  We read and discussed Don Quijote, by Miguel de Cervantes

Evaluate course:  This was an excellent course.  The professor was an acclaimed expert on Cervantes, and he was engaging and interesting.  I really enjoyed it.  



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

It would have been really nice if either the Middlebury office or the Madrid office had sent us more information about housing in Segovia.  I really didn’t know how to go about finding housing; I had just heard vague things from other people in the program, who also didn’t really know what to do.  I thought that the Madrid office was especially helpful in other areas, though – it was very easy to call and get in touch with them, and they would send us periodic emails to find out how we were doing.  

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I did – I thought they were useful.  The most useful thing was having people who had been there talking about their experiences.  

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




