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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name___________________ Home institution_______Middlebury College_________________ Class ___2005___
Major(s)___History of Art and Architecture______________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied
Spain


Host University 
Universidad SEK
City Segovia


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From February 
To June 
 Year 
2004


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

Being in a different academic environment allowed me to appreciate Middlebury College. The classes and work were very different in Spain. It was challenging because it was all in a foreign language, but the workload was significantly lighter. The most significant thing I realized was the attitude of the students. The professors took their classes seriously, but it seemed like most of the time the students did not. In a way, this made me push myself more. It also made me realize the benefits of the education and rigorous workload here at Middlebury and the unbelievable way that students handle and accept it.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I had never been to Europe before I went abroad to Spain. This semester had an enormous impact on my views of Europe, the world in general, and the U.S. I was in Spain during their terrorist attack at Atocha, and was able to see the situation from both the view of an American and of a Spanish person. 

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

My sense of independence greatly increased as I was doing everything on my own and realizing that I could do anything by myself. Not being reliant on my parents or friends made me grow as a person in immeasurable ways. The personal qualities that I found most useful during my time abroad was strength, courage and having an open mind, regardless of the situation you might find yourself in. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Studying abroad helped me realize how much I respect the work ethic at Middlebury College. Not being faced with the heavy work load or work frequency made me miss the rapid pace and high expectations that we have here, and made me realize how much of an asset they are to life skills and people’s perceptions of you. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I took four classes in Segovia, three of which were regular university courses, and the fourth, the Cervantes class had just been opened-up to SEK students, but was primarily composed of Midd students. Therefore, I was virtually completely immersed within the language and had daily contact with other Spanish students. And of course, no English was ever spoken in any class, which helped my language skills develop. Classes were probably the most valuable in helping me integrate into my host culture because I really enjoyed meeting other SEK students that I did not live with. The students I lived with in Kipling were great, but I found that I “meshed” better with the kids I befriended in my classes. 


b)  housing:

I chose to live in Rudyard Kipling, a vivienda (dorm, but without strict regulations) that housed private SEK students, international students and public university students. I had asked for a roommate, but she was another international student and didn’t end up coming ( a last minute thing). This was actually beneficial to me in the long run because it got me out of my room and forced me to go and meet other students in my dorm. The Spanish students were strict about us NEVER speaking Spanish, they were kind of like spies for the Middlebury staff when they weren’t around. It was great! They were wonderful and patient with our developing language skills. 

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I did not choose to participate in any extra-curricular activities. There aren’t that many offered at the SEK.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I joined a Health Club in Segovia. It took me about a month to find all of them (3!!) and check them out. I talked with the owner/manager of one and ended up getting a student rate. It was really a great experience for me, and I was exposed to other people (of an age group I wasn’t exposed to during class or social life) that was wonderful to my understanding of the changing Spanish culture. 

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My aural comprehension increased significantly due to the lecture structure of the classes. My speaking skills got better everyday as there wasn’t one day that I didn’t learn something knew about the dialect or language. 

My reading comprehension greatly increased due to the class assignments of reading (very similar in length to those assigned at Middlebury). There were not very many writing assignment required over the semester, but my classes at Middlebury had previously strengthened that aspect of my knowledge of the Spanish language. 

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I did not feel as though the SEK provided us with adequate information prior to departure. I think they did the best they could, but I feel as though maybe Middlebury could have provided us with better insight before, with the aid of students who were previously at the university. Orientation on arrival was excellent, as was support while we were there (especially during and after the terrorist attacks). I thought it would have been better to have more in-person contact with the Segovia students, meaning Kim Griffin or Teresa Cordova could have come to “visit” the students more often. I believe they only came twice over the semester, and this made us feel isolated and almost “on the back burner.” The SEK was accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Carmina Rodriguez Hermosa was wonderful and attentive. She was very approachable and understanding. We all enjoyed her and are sad that she has recently resigned from her position. 

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I think the SEK is a great university and easily-adaptable (size, type of student, etc) to a Middlebury student. Fellow students are friendly and the atmosphere is a refreshing break from the pace at Middlebury. Segovia is a traditional city that provides students with a glimpse of history, literally, around every corner. It is a city that encompasses both the new and old of a rapidly-changing country. 

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

The decision to study abroad is probably the best decision you can make during your career at Middlebury. It opens your eyes to the world and allows you to experience things that many people to not have the opportunity (or desire) to experience. It is an honor to be able to bring these findings, transformations and new insights back to the college campus.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

The anti-American sentiment was always a factor, but greatly increased after the 3/11 attacks. Although nothing violent or highly-degrading occurred to me personally, there would be the occasion look or rude glance, which was to be expected. People would speak English to you, even when you spoke Spanish to them, but this was happened more often in larger cities, not frequently in Segovia. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The SEK is housed in an old convent. The building itself is a dream to any architecture or art history student (as I am myself). Also, there are excavations going on as we speak, underneath the building. They are discovering an ancient civilization that lived in Segovia and are holding classes that exercise these archeological digs (inside the SEK!!). If any one is interested in these areas, you need to go, because it is a once in a lifetime opportunity. 

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: 

Gramática (Grammar)

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final exam, occasional homework assignments


	Describe course content:

Lectures and occasional take-home exercises pertaining to information learned in class. Final grade was the final exam.

Evaluate course:
Fine if you had taken the predecessor courses (as the Spanish students had, Middlebury students had not). But course was recommended to us by Carmina Rodriguez, so we took it in order to receive the grammar Spanish language credit. Most of the content was over our heads, and required outside help sessions with the professor. 



	2) Course title: Historia politica de Espana, Spanish Political History

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, homework assignments, class discussion and class group work. Notebooks were collected at the end of the semester for evaluation. 
	Describe course content:

The political history of Spain during the 20th century. Course mainly focused on the Spanish Civil War and Franco. 

Evaluate course:
This course was very challenging. It was very similar to a Middlebury course. It required class participation, assignments completed for each class meeting, papers, note taking and class group activities. It was extremely helpful in understand the country and its people, it helped my language skills greatly and allowed me to become aquainted with my fellow Spanish students. 



	3) Course title:

Cervantes y el Quijote

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Presentations, final paper.
	Describe course content:

This course focused on the novel, Don Quijote de la Mancha, by Miguel Cervantes. 

Evaluate course: This course was made up of lectures, discussion and final presentations given by students in the form of leading class lectures. The professor, Santiago López Navia was outstanding and well-appreciated by the Middlebury students that were in the class. 



	4) Course title: Arquitectura y cine (Architecture and Film)

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, homework, class discussion, final exam. 
	Describe course content:

This course included lectures and screening periods for the films discussed. Each film viewed required a response paper to be written and handed in for grading. 

Evaluate course:

This course was fun and informative. Our weekly viewings of the films greatly helped my listening comprehension skills. 




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Interaction with the Vermont staff was only during the fall/J-Term. Hardly any contact (if any) was made during the semester abroad. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I attended the pre-departure orientation meeting last Fall. I thought the meeting and handouts were useful, especially the students who had studied abroad the semester or year before. 

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




