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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name____________________________ Home institution___Middlebury College_______ Class _2005
Major(s)_________International Studies_____________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied   Spain



Host University     Middlebury College School in Spain
City     Segovia
US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From   September
To    June
 Year 
2003-2004

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

At first it was difficult getting used to the Spanish system, in which the grades for most classes are based on a final project and final exam. Very few classes had any kind of work to be handed in throughout the semester; it was mostly focused at the end of the semester. At the beginning of the year, I was sometimes a little bit bored and found myself with more free time on my hands than I was used to. But I got used to the Spanish system and was able to plan out my semester, by doing reading all along and getting a head start on the final project.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Living in Spain was a great experience. I loved getting to know the people and customs. It was really interesting after having studied Spanish for many years to actually live there – to see how what I had learned about since 7th grade actually applied in real life and at the same time learn that Spain was more that just something to be studied, it’s a place with its own identity and yet in many ways not so different. Living there brought me in contact with things that I could never heave learned in the classroom in the US – I learned slang, the lyrics to Spanish pop songs, and became a huge follower of one of the very popular Spanish television shows.

I did also learn a huge deal about perceptions of American culture. One thing was to realize that to many Spanish people, the perception of the US is formed by what they see on TV and in the movies.  One day, when I was eating a peanut butter sandwich from a jar of peanut butter that my parents had sent me, one of my Spanish class mates asked if she could have some and then declared that she felt like she was in the movies. 

Another huge issue was the political ideas of the US when seen from a European viewpoint. I definitely knew before leaving that there would be some opposition to the US and its policies, but I didn’t quite get the full scope of that until I arrived. At the same time, while it’s clear that the Spanish disagree with US policy, they don’t hold this against you individually. I got along great one on one with other Spanish kids and in some classes, like The Political History of Spain and The Political Structure of the European Union, it was good to have a dialog of a European viewpoint and a North American viewpoint – the entire class benefited.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I guess independence and self-reliance were two qualities that I developed while in Spain. There were a lot of things that I had to figure out on my own – from finding my way around the city and signing up for classes to paying for housing and traveling. One thing that I realized, maybe a little too late, was that I should have not been so shy and not worried so much about having a funny accent and not knowing all the words. The only way to really connect with people and make friends is to just put yourself out there.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I wouldn’t say that study abroad has hugely influence my academic or career goals – I’ve always wanted to study other cultures and get a job that involves travel. Maybe the one thing that has changed is that I am considering at some point in the future getting a graduate degree at university in another country.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

taking classes with all Spanish kids was great – the classes were generally pretty small, so it was pretty easy to get to know everybody  -- and the professors treated us like any other students during class, so it was pretty easy to fit in, but they were in general pretty good at offering to help us out with any questions or problems


b)  housing:

I was the only one from the US in a dorm with 45 other Spanish kids, so I was forced to integrate. It was a little bit hard at first being the only one, but the dorm group was very tight knit and I got to know everybody pretty well

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I took a ballroom dancing workshop at the university – a lot of the other kids in the workshop were from my lengua class, so it was a good opportunity to get to know them in a different setting 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I think that all aspects of my Spanish improved tremendously – not that I didn’t know what I was doing before, but I gained a lot of confidence, especially in my speaking ability

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

One aspect of the program that I was disappointed in was the lack of co-curricular and extra-curricular activities. I didn’t quite realize before I left that the university in Segovia had hardly any activities at all – I knew it wasn’t going to be like Middlebury, but I wasn’t prepared to have to try and keep myself busy all the time.

I was also very upset that the Middlebury School in Spain did not organize any kind of weekend trips around the country that were available to the students in Segovia. The brochure that I had for the school in Spain stated that in the past there had been organized excursions to various regions of the country, and this didn’t happen.  There were quite a few places in Spain that I would have liked to have visited, but didn’t because I had a hard time figuring out transportation or finding someone to go with me. An organized trip with a group rate would have been wonderful.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Being in a different city than the director and the staff at the Middlebury Office made it difficult to feel as if they were available to talk to for questions or issues, though they could be reached by phone or e-mail. The director visited Segovia twice in the fall semester, first to see how we were settling in with classes and all and at the end to get our thoughts on the semester. She did not visit at all in the spring, which was a bit disappointing, as it would have been good to reflect on the spring semester and the entire year with her.  

Teresa Cordova at the office in Madrid was one of the people I talked with most and I found her to be very helpful, involved, and concerned about how we were fairing.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes, I would recommend the program – I certainly gained a lot from it and I think that of the programs in Spain it’s the best one. Segovia is a wonderful city with a lot of character, and while it’s not huge, it’s big enough and only about an hour and a half from Madrid. Attending classes and living with Spanish kids was invaluable – the best way to really learn about and become immersed in Spanish culture. I would warn kids considering this program though to make sure that they were really aware of what they were getting into – I would recommend talking one on one with someone who had been there about their experiences.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would just say be open-minded and be willing to try new things. Don’t expect things to be like they are at home and don’t be afraid to go out on a limb.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

 see attached page

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The Universidad SEK has degree programs in Journalism, Audiovisual Communication, Psychology, Art History, and Biology, but within these fields are classes that address a lot of different subjects – the classes that I really enjoyed and got the most out of were the classes that focused specifically on Spain – the Cervantes class with Santiago López Navia is well known among Midd students, the classes on the political history of Spain and the European Union were great esp. for international studies/ political science people, and the class on the Camino de Santiago was a wonderful history/culture class – the classes that I took were either with the Journalism department or electives 

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Lengua

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro – for first year journalism students

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): some short written assignments, but those weren’t graded – grade came from one final exam

	Describe course content: this course dealt with theories about language and linguistics – what is a language, characteristics of language etc – there was a big focus on sociolinguistics, we also talked about the history of the Spanish language and the regional languages of Spain

Evaluate course: this class involved a lot of note-taking and the professor was not especially dynamic or enthusiastic, but she taught everything in a straight-forward manner and the material was interesting and not too difficult – this class counted as my language requirement


	2) Course title: Estructura Politica de la Union Europea

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Elective – most of my classmates were second or third-year journalism or audiovisual communication students

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): final paper and presentation (with a partner) and final exam

	Describe course content: the class covered the history and development of the European Union as well as how the EU functions in the world today

Evaluate course: I really liked this course – the prof was very into it and I learned a lot – it was great to learn about the EU from the perspective of a member country


	3) Course title: Cultura popular y folklore

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Elective – most of the other students were 2nd or 3rd year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): one huge semester-long paper on an aspect of popular culture

	Describe course content: the beginning of the class was spent talking about the study of popular culture and folklore, but most of it was us working on our individual projects

Evaluate course: this course was a lot of fun – I liked being able to pick my own topic to study and I was really proud of myself for writing an 11 page paper all in Spanish



	4) Course title: Arte y Arquitectura Popular en Castilla y Leon

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): elective cross-listed as a second year art history class

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): final project (with a partner) and final exam

	Describe course content: though the title includes the word “art” there was really no art involved – the class started out looking at theories about the concept of “popular art”, but most of the class was about arquitecture

Evaluate course: this was the worst class that I took in Spain – it was 4hrs long and was incredibly boring – we learned about rocks, and clay, and wood and styles of houses in tiny run-down villages out in the middle of nowhere – I would really NOT recommend this class



	5) Course title: Camino de Santiago

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Elective – other students were 2nd or 3rd year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): final paper and final exam

	Describe course content: the course dealt with the history and development of the Camino de Santiago, a medieval pilgrim trial across the northern part of Spain – it used the Camino as a central focus and as means to look at the society of the times

Evaluate course: I loved this class – it was interesting, I learned a lot and the professor was very enthusiastic 



	6) Course title: Historia Politica de España

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

2nd year journalism/audiovisual communication

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): five or six assignments throughout the semester  -- notebook of all work from the semester handed in at the end

	Describe course content: the course focused on the political history of Spain in the 20th century, with a lot of time spent on both the Civil War and the transition to democracy

Evaluate course: this class was a little more like a Middlebury class in that we had work to do throughout the semester instead of just as the end – the subject was interesting and I learned a lot – it was a little frustrating though, because the professor seemed a bit disorganized 



	(Please add additional space if necessary)

7) Course title: Cervantes y el Quijote

Course level: elective

means of assessment: two group presentations on chapters of the book and one final paper


	Describe course content: this was an intensive course on Cervantes and Don Quijote 

Evaluate course: this class is well known among Midd students – the prof is a Cervantes expert and loves to teach the class, he’s very familiar with Middlebury program and loves to teach Midd kids – the book is very long so this class involves a lot of reading, but it’s great to read Don Quijote in Spain, at the end of the semester we went on a field trip to La Mancha to visit some of the sites mentioned in the book

	8) course title: Sociología

course level: 2nd year journalism class

means of assessment: final paper and final exam
	Describe course content: a basic intro to sociology

Evaluate course: this class was pretty straight-forward – probably similar to an intro soc class in the US – pretty basic – it was a pretty small class which resulted in a lot of interesting dicussions


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I was a little frustrated with the staff at the VT off campus study office – the only time I dealt with them was for questions regarding housing and visas and they were not particularly helpful

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did attend the pre-orientation meeting, but we had the meeting before we got the handbook, so it was a little out of order – I thought the best part of the meeting was listening to the returned kids, because they were the ones that had had the experience of living in Spain and really knew what they were talking about

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




